
HOUSE No. 538
By Mr. Thomas of Fall River, petition of Arthur E. Seagrave rela

tive to the apportionment of members of the General Court. Con
stitutional Law. Jan. 17.

In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Twenty-Seven.

Proposal for a Legislative Amendment of the Consti-
tution relative to the Apportionment of Members of
the General Court.

1 A joint session of the Senate and House of Rep-
-2 resentatives hereby declares it to be expedient to
3 alter the Constitutionby the adoption of the f ollow-
-4 ing Article of Amendment, to the end that it may
5 become a part of the Constitution, if similarly
6 agreed to in a joint session of the next General
7 Court and approved by the people at the state elec-
-8 tion next following:

Cfte Commontoealt!) of sgasoacljusetts

9 ARTICLE OF AMENDMENT,

10 Article XXI. The house of representatives
11 shall consist of two hundred and forty members
12 and shall be elected from two hundred and forty
13 representative districts, each district to contain,
14 as nearly as may be, an equal number of registered
15 voters. The secretary of the commonwealth shall
16 in December, nineteen hundred and thirty-five, and
17 every tenth year thereafter, determine the number
18 of voters registered for the preceding state eloa-
9 tion in each town and city and shall certify the
:0 same to the governor. The counties of Dukes
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121 County and Nantucket shall each have at least one
90 I'* linn „lepiesentative, and no town or city of either county

shall he joined to any other town or city in another
2-t county in forming a representative district. In
25 February, nineteen hundred and thirty-six, and
26 every tenth year thereafter, the governor, attorney
27 general and secretary of the commonwealth shall
28 ascertain the average number of registered voters
29 to each remaining representative district. They
.10 shall thereupon determine such towns and cities
31 which are fairly entitled to one or more represent-
-32 atives, and shall forthwith certify to the clerks of
33 said cities and towns the number of representatives
34 to which each is equitably entitled. None of said
35 towns or cities or political divisions thereof shall
36 be joined to another city or town or political divi-
-37 sion thereof. Representative districts in cities and

;8 towns entitled to more than one represeutath. e
9 district shall be formed, as equitably as may be,

40 by such local board or commission as the legis-
-41 lature may direct, except that no voting precinct
42 shall be divided. The governor, attorney general
43 and secretary of the commonwealth shall group
44 the remaining towns and cities into representative
45 districts, having due regard for equality in size and
46 compactness of territory. Districts shall be formed
47 or grouped on or before the first day of May, nine-
48 teen hundred and thirty-six, and every tenth year
49 thereafter, and notice thereof recorded by the sec-
-50 retary of the commonwealth. In default of suck
51 forming or grouping of districts as herein provided,
52 or by reason of gross inequality, the supreme judi-
-53 cial court shall have authority to make such orders
54 as it may deem necessary, and its findings shall be



X< 538.HOUSE1027.]

55 final. Every representative for one year at least
56 nest preceding his election shall have been an in-
-57 habitant of the commonwealth, and shall cease to
58 represent such district when he shall cease to be
59 an inhabitant of the commonwealth. The manner
60 of calling and conducting the meetings for the
61 choice of representatives, and of ascertaining
62 their election, shall be prescribed by law.
63 Article XXII. The senate shall consist cf
64 forty members. The general court shall at its
65 first session after January first, nineteen hundred
66 and thirty-six, and every ten years thereafter,
67 divide the commonwealth into forty districts of
68 adjacent territory, each district to contain, as
69 nearly as may be, an equal number of registered
70 voters. Each district shall elect one senator who
71 shall have been an inhabitant of this commonwealth
72 five years at least immediately preceding his
73 election, and he shall cease to represent such
74 senatorial district when he shall cease to be an in-
-75 habitant of the commonwealth.




