
HOUSE 659
By Mr. Jordan of Lawrence, petition of Thomas J. Corbett, mayor

af Lowell, and others that the Department of Public Health be directed
to investigate the best method of ;
in the valley of the Merrimack Ri
Lowell and Lawrence and the town
Supply. Jan. 17.

applying water for municipalities
sr and especially for the cities of

Methuen and Dracut. Water

In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Twenty-Seven.

Resolve to provide for an Investigation of the Matter
of a Water Supply for Municipalities in the Valley
of the Merrimack River especially for the Cities of
Lowell and Lawrence and the Towns of Methuen and
Dracut.

1 Resolved, That the department of public
2 health is hereby authorized and directed to in-
3 vestigate and determine the best method of sup-
-4 plying with water the municipalities in the valley
5 of the Merrimack river, especially the cities of
6 Lowell and Lawrence and the towns of Methuen
7 and Dracut, from some point in the metropolitan
8 water supply system or from Salmon brook or

9 from any other source which appears to the de-
10 partment to be appropriate for the purpose.
11 The city of Lowell shall also make such inves-
-12 ligations as it may deem necessary, including
13 pumping tests, to determine the practicability of
14 securing an additional water supply for the city
15 of Lowell of suitable quality for all domestic uses
16 sufficient to make adequate provision for the re-
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17 quirements of said city for a reasonable time in
the future from the ground in the neighborhood
of said river on the north side adjacent to the
present well fields or the area within that portion
of the town of Chelmsford which lies between
the Boston and Maine Railroad and the southerly
bank of said river northwest of the point where
Stony brook joins said river and within approxi-
mately one mile of said junction; but no such
tests shall be made until after legislative authority
has been granted to the city of Lowell to obtain
such water supply from the ground within the
territory herein described by means of wells or
other works.
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In case the city of Lowell shall fail to secure
such legislative authority, or in case the tests
herein provided for fail to show that such addi-
tional water supply for Lowell can be obtained
from the ground within the territory herein de-
scribed by means of wells or other works, then
the said department shall prepare and present in
its report a plan for supplying water through joint
works to the cities of Lowell and Lawrence and
the towns of Methuen and Dracut and such other
municipalities as the department may think it
desirable to join in such a scheme, from Salmon
brook, with such supplementary sources as may
be available in connection with said brook, or
from some point in the water supply system of
the metropolitan water distinct or from some
other source, together with estimates of the prob-
able total cost of the works required and the
probable annual expense to each of said cities and
towns for water supplied. If said department
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shall find such additional water supply for
Lowell can be obtained from the ground within
the territory herein described by means of wells
or other works, then the said department shall
prepare and present in its report a plan showing
in detail all the works necessary for providing
an additional water supply for the city of Law-
rence and the town of Methuen, from Salmon
brook or from some point in the water supply
system of the metropolitan water district or from
some other source, together with estimates of the
probable total cost of the works required and the
probable annual expense to said city and town for
water supplied.
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Said department shall study in detail the loca-
tion of conduits, pipe lines, reservoirs and other
works and shall recommend locations for the
same. Said department may employ engineers,
experts and other assistants, and may incur such
expenses, as may be necessary to carry out the
provisions of this resolve and may expend there-
for, out of such amount not exceeding twelve
thousand dollars as may be appropriated by the
general court such sums as may be approved by
the governor and council. The sums so expended
shall in the first instance be paid from the state
treasury upon the order of the department of
public health. The said sums shall be apportioned
upon the cities of Lowell and Lawrence and the
towns of Methuen and Dracut in such propor-
tion as the department shall determine. All of
said sums shall be assessed, collected and paid
over to the state treasury in the same manner and
at the same time as the state tax. Said depart-
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ment shall report to the general court the results
of its investigation with its recommendations,
estimates of cost, maps and plans showing clearly
the location, size and capacity of pipe lines, reser-
voirs and other works and drafts of legislation
necessary to carry its recommendations into
effect, by filing the same with the clerk of the
house of representatives on or before December
thirty-first of the current year.
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