
HOUSE 703
By Mr. Clemons of Wakefield, petition of Albert L. Partridge that

the time within which legacies shall be a lien on real estate be limited.
Legal Affairs. Jan. 18.

Che Commontoealtt) of Massachusetts.

In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Twenty-Seven.

An Act to Limit the Time Within Which Legacies
Shall be a Lien on Real Estate.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Repre-
sentatives in General Court assembled, and by the
authority of the same, as follows:

1 Section one of chapter two hundred and two
2 of the General Laws is hereby amended by
3 striking out the period at the end thereof, and
4 by inserting a comma in the place thereof, and
5 by adding at the end of said section the follow-
-6 ing; but no real estate of a deceased person,
7 the title to which has vested in a purchaser for
8 value from the heirs of devisees, or from the
9 executor or administrator with the will annexed

10 of such deceased person, shall be sold for the
11 payment of legacies after the expiration of six
12 years from the date when the executor or ad-

-13 ministrator with the will annexed gave notice
14 of his appointment as ordered by the probate
15 court, unless the legatee, within said period of
16 six years, shall file in the probate court in which
17 the settlement of the estate is pending, a notice
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18 setting forth that his legacy has not been paid
19 and that he claims a lien therefor upon the real
20 estate of the deceased person, but nothing in
21 this section shall be construed as destroying
22 any right of a legatee to maintain a personal
23 action, either at law or in equity, for the recov-
-24 ery of an unpaid legacy, so as to read as
25 follows: Section 1. If the personal property
26 of a deceased person is insufficient to pay his
27 debts, legacies and charges of administration,
28 his executor or administrator shall, for the
29 purpose of paying such debts, legacies or
30 charges of administration, sell his real estate
31 in the manner hereinafter provided, and the
32 proceeds thereof shall be assets in the hands
33 of the executor or administrator in like manner
34 as if they had originally been part of the per-
-35 sonal property of the deceased, but no real
36 estate of a deceased person, the title to which
37 has vested in a purchaser for value from the
38 heirs or devisees, or from the executor or ad-
-39 ministrator with the will annexed of such
40 deceased person, shall be sold for the payment
41 of legacies after the expiration of six years
42 from the date when the executor or administra-
-43 tor with the will annexed gave notice of his
44 appointment as ordered by the probate court,
45 miless the legatee, within said period of six
46 years, shall file in the probate court in which
47 the settlement of the estate is pending, a notice
48 setting forth that his legacy has not been paid
49 and that he claims a lien therefor upon the real
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50 estate of the deceased person, but nothing in
51 this section shall be construed as destroying
52 any right of a legatee to maintain a personal
53 action, either at law or in equity, for the recov-
-54 ery of an unpaid legacy.




