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In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Twenty-Seven.

An Act to reduce the possibility of Fraud and Corrup-
tion in the Counting of Votes at State Elections in
the Towns of Massachusetts.

1 Section one hundred and five of chapter fifty-four
2 of the General Laws is hereby amended by strik-
-3 ing out the last sentence of the first paragraph of
4 said section, containing the words, “ At state elee-
-5 tions in towns, not divided into voting precincts,
6 the canvass and count of votes shall be made by
7 the selectmen and town clerk, who may be assisted
8 by the tellers ”, and also is further amended by
9 striking out the entire last paragraph of said sec-

-10 tion which reads as follows: —ln towns, the ballot
11 box at any polling place may be opened and ballots
12 taken therefrom for counting when all the select-
-13 men and the town clerk, or, where the moderator
14 is in charge of the election, the moderator and the
15 town clerk, or all the election officers at the voting
16 precinct shall so order. When the ballots have
17 been thus removed the presiding officer shall select

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Repre-
sentatives in General Court assembled, and by the
authority of the same, as follows:
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18 from the election officers an equal number from
19 each of the two leading political parties, who shall
20 canvass such ballots, in accordance with this sec-

-21 tion; but no announcement of the result of such
22 canvass shall be made by any election officer until
23 the total result of the canvass of ballots has been
24 ascertained.






