
House of Representatives.

The Committee on State Administration, to whom was
referred so much of the Governor’s Address (Senate, No. 1)
as relates to abolishing the Nautical Training School,
heard those interested in the subject on Thursday, January
28th. Since then the members have studied the matter in
all its aspects educational, financial and sentimental
and have unanimously reached the conclusion that the
school should not be abolished, and therefore report that
no legislation is necessary. A majority do, however, sug-
gest that those pupils who enjoy its benefits and profit
thereby should contribute something to its support cer-
tainly as much as do the pupils in the other educational
institutions of the Commonwealth.

While agreeing entirely with his Excellency that the
Commonwealth should not benefit the few at the expense
of the many, your Committee feels that this school estab-
lished in 1594, for the purpose of educating sons of Massa-
chusetts to follow the sea, serves the whole Commonwealth
by enabling those men to take positions of responsibility
m their chosen field and thus to foster the prestige of theCommonwealth in an industry when it has always been a
leader. Much testimony was produced as to the high
esteem in which the school is held by the large steamship
and industrial companies who employ sea-faring men.

But at the present time while the Federal Government
supplies the ship (which is the educational institution) its
ordinary repairs and a subsidy of $25,000 annually, and
while the Commonwealth supplies approximately $68,000
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more, the students furnish only their clothes, books and a
certain proportion of the labor of running the ship. The latter
the Committee feels is really an important element in their
education and should not be considered as a contribution
to their education. Students at the Agricultural College pay
a fee of $60.00 annually and contribute to their board.
Those at the normal schools pay their board and $5.00
annually, while those at the textile schools pay $150.00
annually. The Committee was informed by one of the
commissioners of the Nautical School that the average
earnings of the student six months after graduation were
$2,400.00. It would seem to be fair to the taxpayers of
the Commonwealth who are making possible such earnings
in boys of about twenty years of age, that the boys them-
selves contribute something to their education. One hun-
dred and twenty-five dollars ($125.00) is now paid on en-
trance for uniforms and $25.00 more at the beginning of
the second year. The Committee suggests the following
charges for students; (a) One hundred and thirty dollars
($130.00) on entrance for uniforms, etc., (b) One hundred
and twenty-five dollars ($125.00) at the beginning of the
second year of which one hundred dollars shall be con-
sidered as an instruction fee and twenty-five dollars ($25.00)
for books, etc., (c) fifty dollars upon receipt of the diploma
as an instruction fee making a total for the course of
$305.00. By the latter time, as testimony indicated, the
student undoubtedly has a position assured him and should
be easily able to secure such an amount even if he may
not actually have it in hand. As he does not contribute to

his board these payments, taking into consideration the
salary he commands after graduation, seem to be fair and
seem to be in line with payments made by students in the
other schools of the Commonwealth. Furthermore, a boy
receiving such a training in England pays $600.00 annu-

ally and in Amsterdam $240.00 annually. The suggestion
of the Committee only asks $75.00 annually as an in-
struction fee.

The Committee believes that the Massachusetts Nautical
School should be continued. Its expense is not great to the
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many in comparison with the great benefit to the few. It
fills a need in supplying men for responsible positions on
merchant ships, and is in line with traditional Massachu-
setts policy that her sons should ever rule the high seas.
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We, whose names appear below, while in favor of the
report of no legislation necessary, do not believe in raising
the fees of students attending the school.
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