
Executive Department.

To the Honorable Senate and House of Representativ

House Bill No. 1018, entitled “An Act Providing for
connecting Locations for Certain Lines for the Transmis-
sion of Electricity,” is a substitution for Section 28, Chapter
166, General Laws. The existing law provides that in case
of the refusal of any one municipality to grant locations for
the transmission lines for electric light companies and the
adjoining municipalities have granted such locations, the
Department of Public Utilities on appeal may grant loca-
tions in the municipality so refusing. This bill provides
that the Department of Public Utilities shall have the
authority to grant locations for poles and transmission lines
in any and all municipalities refusing or neglecting to grant
such locations. While the original law, sometimes called
the “Missing Link Statute”, may be a proper exercise of
State jurisdiction where there is evident a desire on the
part of some municipalities for such lines and the refusal of
a single community would block such construction, this bill
would seem to be going too far in depriving local mu-
nicipalities in the rightful exercise of their privileges and
would be a long step in the wrong direction of taking away
home rule from such municipalities. I am confident that
if the Legislature had given due consideration to the prin-
ciple of home‘rule, it would have been convinced of the
lack of necessity for this legislation. If the granting of
such a franchise is a benefit to the communities involved,
then I am sure their co-operation can be secured with a
better feeling toward the corporations seeking the franchise
than would be the case if this authority were granted from
the State House. The less we have of State House inter-
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ference with local affairs and the more we safeguard the
rights and privileges of the local communities, the better
it will be for all concerned.

Therefore, I am returning without ray approval House
Bill No. 1018, noting my objections thereto.

ALVAN T. FULLER.






