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To the Hotwrahle Senate and House of Representatives.

The Special Commission to consider and report upon the 
advisability of erecting in Copley Square or elsewhere in 
the city of Boston a memorial to the men and women of 
Massachusetts who served in the World War, appointed un
der authority of chapter 56 of the Resolves of 1926, sub
mits the following report.

The Resolve creating the Commission reads:

Resolved, That an unpaid special commission is hereby established, 
to consist of five persons to be appointed by the Governor, one of 
whom shall be named as chairman. Said commission shall consider 
the advisability of erecting in Copley Square or elsewhere in the city 
of Boston a memorial to the men and women of Massachusetts who 
served in the World War, and, if advisable, the type of memorial 
which should be erected, and what rearrangement of the square, 
having the approval of the city authorities and consistent with traffic 
requirements, should be made with a view to providing a suitable 
placing and setting for the memorial. Said commission shall cause 
sketches to be made of any memorial recommended, and shall furnish 
estimates of the cost of the memorial and of any rearrangement of 
the square and of any other work incidental to the memorial which is 
recommended. The commission shall also recommend how these 
expenses should be apportioned and how the money should be raised. 
In connection with all these questions the commission shall consider 
the subject matter of house documents fifteen hundred and eight and 
fifteen hundred and nine of the current year.



The commission shall be provided with quarters in the state house, 
shall hold one or more public hearings, and for traveling and other 
expenses and for expert, clerical and other assistance may expend 
such sum not exceeding five thousand dollars as the general court 
may hereafter appropriate. Said commission shall report to the 
general court its findings and recommendations, together with drafts 
of such legislation, if any, as it shall recommend, by filing the same 
with the clerk of the House of Representatives not later than De
cember first of the current year and at the same time shall file a copy 
thereof with the budget commissioner. [Approved May 29, 1926.

On September 2, 1926, His Excellency Alvan T. Fuller 
appointed as members of the Commission:

Francis J. Good of Cambridge, Chairman.
Mrs. Margaret Perkins Herrick of Milton.
James J. Phelan of Boston.
Louis E. Kirstein of Boston.
T. Jefferson Coolidge of Boston.

The Commission immediately organized and elected 
James M . Cushing of Boston as its Secretary. In accord
ance with the spirit of the Resolve creating the Commis
sion, directing, as it did, that at least one public hearing 
be held, the Commission decided early that all of our 
meetings be made as public as possible.

The Commission was possessed with the information that 
many attempts had heretofore been made to determine at 
what site and in what form a memorial might be erected. 
The Commission was of course anxious to represent in its 
report, as fully as it might, the will of the people, and to 
that end all persons and organizations having a peculiar and 
special interest in a memorial were invited to suggest to 
the Commission both the site and type of memorial. Notice 
of one hearing was published in the press. It was evident 
from the very beginning that the memorial, wherever it 
might be located, should be purely emotional, the unanim
ity of opinion among these persons and organizations be
ing that the memorial should be stripped entirely of any 
utilitarian purpose.



S it e  o f  M e m o r ia l .

While the Resolve under which the Commission was 
appointed specified that whatever site we might recommend 
should be within the corporate limits of the City of Boston, 
it is pleasant indeed to report that all persons, and there 
were many whose domicile was far removed from Boston, 
agreed that a State memorial, if we were to have one at all, 
should be located at Boston.

The Commission made a thorough canvass of the city 
for possible locations and reached the conclusion that 
Copley Square was admirably suited as a site upon which 
a memorial might be erected. The Commission was helped 
immeasurably in its decision as to site by the advantages 
of Copley Square, as pointed out by Ilis Excellency Alvan 
T. Fuller, when he proposed on M ay 20, 1926, in a message 
to the Honorable Senate and House of Representatives that 
careful consideration be given to the erection of a state 
memorial at Copley Square. Part of said message reads 
as follows:

This monument should be located upon a spot where it would be 
easily accessible to as many as possible of the people of Massachusetts, 
particularly to the mothers and fathers of those who served with the 
Colors in the great World War. It should also be so situated that its 
setting would be proper for a memorial of such vast significance. It 
should be in a public square where the fact of its central location 
would place it ever before the eyes of thousands of people who pass 
and where it would be a constant reminder to them of the great service 
and sacrifice rendered by  the soldiers of Massachusetts and an in
spiration to the youth of our Commonwealth for the generations yet 
to be.

It might be further added that the present beauty of the 
locality of Copley Square commends the square as the site 
for a memorial. On the westerly side of the square is found 
our beautiful Public Library, on the easterly side that 
inspiring edifice, Trinity Church, and on the southerly side, 
one of our famous hotels the architecture of which is not 
out of harmony with the beauty to be found on the sides 
of the square just mentioned. While the northerly side of



the square cannot be said to be beautiful, it is not un
sightly and indeed it is fortunate that there should be as 
much elegance to the fourth side of the square that we now 
happily find.

While Boston generally is a beautiful city, undeniably 
there are altogether too few squares, if indeed any, that 
truly reflect in them the force and beauty of our capital. 
In the great European cities, too numerous to mention, are 
to be found many beautiful squares, most of which have 
been embellished and adorned, not extravagantly, however, 
by the presence of a beautiful statue. It is fair indeed to 
suggest that none of these squares is possessed of the natural 
beauty and rugged architecture now to be found at Copley 
Square. If a memorial were to be placed at Copley Square 
it would be necessary, of course, to rearrange the square 
appropriately. It has been emphasized many times that 
the treatment of Copley Square has been altogether too 
long neglected. The most serious obstacle, in the past, to 
the realization of a worthy treatment of Copley Square — 
now, happily, an obstacle in a fair way to be overcome — 
had lain in the awkwardly oblique path of Huntington 
Avenue across the square and the difficulties attendant upon 
a practical arrangement of surface trolley tracks which 
should release an adequate central space for planting and 
other embellishment.

From the welcome assurance of General Manager Dana 
of the Boston Elevated Railway we learn that the need of 
these surface tracks will have disappeared as soon as the 
rapid transit system, of which he has long been an advocate, 
has been adopted. This assurance has greatly facilitated a 
solution.

The satisfaction of the vehicular traffic requirements of 
the rearranged square, by such means as should anticipate 
its continuously increasing volume, has been accomplished 
by creating a broad, circumscribing avenue restricted to 
movement in one direction only. This simple device de
creases by half the pedestrian hazard in crossing the square 
since it demands observation of traffic conditions approach
ing from one direction only.



As contemplated by Deputy Superintendent Goode of our 
traffic police, the further restriction to one-direction traffic 
of St. James Avenue and Trinity Place will also contribute 
materially both to the reduction of pedestrian hazard and 
to the ease of traffic flow.

Safety islands on four sides of the square assure still 
greater security in crossing and serve to set apart, be
tween them and the central area, a limited space for the 
parking of cars near the memorial.

T y p e  o f  M e m o r ia l .

In the work and study attending a thorough considera
tion of our subject matter, it was early learned that one 
feature was simple; that the memorial should be purely 
emotional was the feature in which all were in accord. 
Possessed of this knowledge the Commission has decided 
that such a memorial might be erected at this beautiful spot. 
What form the memorial should take was a matter of great 
importance. The Commission was unanimous in its view 
that the memorial should be dignified, inspiring, and beau
tiful, and that it should worthily commemorate the lives and 
deeds of the heroic men and women of Massachusetts, for 
whom it was erected, and might serve forever as a mute 
reminder of the sacrifices of the sons and daughters of 
Massachusetts, that the institutions of our country might 
be enjoyed until time shall end. The Commission feels that 
such a memorial is represented in the designs of M r. Guy 
Lowell, now deceased, and which designs are incorporated 
herein and made a part of this report. The Memorial con
veys, to even the most casual observer, a clear-cut message 
of emotional and spiritual quality, symbolic of the pride of 
Massachusetts in the sacrifices and achievements of her 
patriotic men and women; symbolic, also, of a clear con
sciousness of her public duty to keep perpetually alive the 
memory of these sacrifices and achievements through an 
adequate and beautiful physical reminder.

Ih e  central monument itself is sufficiently imposing in 
mass to assert itself, as it should, in an open space of sig
nificant size surrounded by buildings of vigorous architec



tural scale. There is danger that a monument of less mass 
would be dwarfed into comparative insignificance both as a 
State Memorial and as a focal motive of the square in view 
of the imposing scale of at least two of the public buildings 
facing it —  the Public Library and Trinity Church.

Regarding the principal details of the memorial itself, you 
will note that it is set in the center of a generous, rectangu
lar park area with truncated angles. This park area, in 
the geometrical center of the square, is 200 feet in length 
on each of its four sides and contains therefore nearly an 
acre of surface. This area is embellished by plantations of 
shade trees and by generous water basins. Heretofore, the 
triangular plot at Copley Square has been little else than a 
wind-swept area utterly devoid of interest or of orderly 
arrangement. Now it will become, through its focal Me
morial and judicious planting of shade-giving trees, an 
alluring park area where the visitor will be glad to pause 
for quiet contemplation and refreshment.

The exterior of the memorial is of warm-toned, fine
grained granite —  the most enduring and appropriate of 
our native building stones —  wrought into a series of super
posed, cylindrical shafts, the lowest and largest of which 
forms the main pedestal. Behind this pedestal the water 
cascades descend from a central shaft embellished by four
teen sculptured figures —  architectural caryatides of heroic 
scale not unlike the Grecian caryatides of the Erectheum at 
Athens —  each representing by nice distinctions in modelling 
a county of the state. The frieze of the rusticated base 
pedestal is inscribed by V-cut capitals with the identifying 
names of these counties, and from fountain heads between 
the caryatides emerge the decorative streams bringing the 
central waters of Massachusetts to the heart of her capital 
city.

The crowning bronze figure of “ H ope,”  a joyous, not a 
funereal figure, is the climax of the composition delicately 
balanced in the modelling to be charming in action and sat
isfying in silhouette from any angle of vision.

Indeed, the circular form in plan of all the elements of 
the memorial make certain that it will be equally strong



and impressive from every viewpoint. A quiet basin of 
water surrounding the monument, except for its entrance 
approaches, gives ever-changing variety in motion and in 
reflection and pleasant play of light and shade. All water 
elements, however, have been kept secondary as forms of 
embellishment. In our Massachusetts climate, when for the 
winter season the cascades must necessarily remain inactive, 
it has seemed essential that the design of the memorial 
should not be dependent upon the water elements for its 
effectiveness. But, during the spring, summer, and early 
fall, no one doubts their charm.

Appropriate inscriptions are distributed over the exterior 
vertical surfaces to designate the major European engage
ments in which Massachusetts men played a vital part.

The interior of the memorial is a simple, circular hall 
crowned by a decorated dome fifty feet above the pave
ment. From its tip hangs the sanctuary lamp within which 
burns the inextinguishable flame. The marble-lined wralls 
and niches are arranged to receive the carving of rolls of 
honor and such regimental colors, or other outstanding 
mementoes, as shall find appropriate place in a shrine dedi
cated to the men and women of Massachusetts who served 
their state and nation in the World War.

C ost  of  M e m o r ia l .

The estimate of cost of this memorial has been obtained 
from a highly responsible contracting firm. The memorial 
can be built, the square rearranged, and all other matters 
necessary to complete the general scheme as outlined in 
this report accomplished for the approximate sum of 
1500,000.

It should be borne in mind that the value of the land 
upon which the Memorial is to be erected is not reflected 
in this estimate. In House Bill 1509 of 1926 is found a 
communication from Mayor Malcolm E. Nichols to Alvan 
T. Fuller, Governor, in which communication the M ayor 
indicates that the City of Boston will be glad to have the 
land at Copley Square used for memorial purposes. It may 
be said conservatively that this land has a valuation of 
$2,000,000 .



R e c o m m e n d a t io n .

The Commission believes that the memorial described 
herein should be erected at a cost not to exceed $500,000, 
and further recommends that the State appropriate said 
sum for such purpose.

Respectfully submitted,

FR A N C IS J. GOOD, Chairman.
M RS. M A R G A R E T  PERKIN S HERRICK.
T. JEFFERSON COOLIDGE.
LOUIS E. K IR ST E IN .
JAM ES J. PH ELAN .



A View of Proposed Memorial and Rearrangement of Copley Square.





Model of Proposed M onument.
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