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Mr. Hearn of Boston gives notice that he will move to substitute

this bill for the amendment (moved by Mr. Pratt of Saugus) of the
report of the joint committee on the Judiciary, leave to withdraw, on

the petition of James J. Mulvey and Maurice .1. Tobin that capital
punishment be abolished.

In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Twenty-Seven.

An Act to ascertain the Will of the People with Reference
to the Repeal of all Sections of the General Laws which
provide for the Imposition of the Death Penalty upon
any Person convicted of Murder in the First Degree.

1 For the purpose of ascertaining the will of the people
2 of the commonwealth concerning the continuance or
3 repeal of the laws which provide for the imposition of
4 the death penalty upon any person convicted of murder
5 in the first degree the secretary of the commonwealth
6 shall cause to be placed on the official ballot to be used
7 at the next state election the following question: —■
8 “Shall capital punishment be retained by law in Massa-
-9 chusetts?” The votes upon said question shall be re-

-10 ceived, sorted, counted and declared, and copies of
11 records thereof transmitted to the secretary of the
12 commonwealth, laid before the governor and council,
13 and by them opened and examined, in accordance with
14 the laws relating to votes for state officers and copies
15 of records thereof, so far as such laws are applicable.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Repre-
sentatives in General Court assembled, and by the
authority of the same, as follotvs:
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16 The governor shall make known the result by declaring
17 the number of votes in the affirmative and the number in
18 the negative, and shall transmit a statement of such
19 result, in writing, to the general court during the first
20 week of the session in the year nineteen hundred and
21 twenty-nine. If it shall appear that a majority of said
22 votes is in the affirmative, it shall be deemed and taken
23 to be the will of the people that the laws requiring the
24 imposition of the death penalty upon persons convicted
25 of murder in the first degree, shall be continued in force,
26 and if a majority of said votes is in the negative, it
27 shall be deemed and taken to be the will of the people
28 that said laws shall be repealed.






