
HOUSE .... No. 1161

Executive Department.

Under the provisions of Article LVI. of the Amendments
to the Constitution, I am returning herewith House Bill
No. 830, being “An Act Relative to the Salaries of the
Members of the Board of Commissioners of the Schoolhouse
Department of the City of Boston,” with the recommenda-
tion that it be amended as follows:

By striking out in the sixteenth line, as engrossed, the words “the
school committee with the approval of” and by inserting in the same
line after the word “mayor” the words “and council”.

Prior to 1901, the powers of selecting land for school
purposes and of providing and constructing temporary
and permanent school buildings were in the school com-
mittee. The existence of these powers in the hands of the
committee entangled it in partisan politics.

House Bill 830, as presented to me, provides that the
salaries of the commissioners of the school house depart-
ment shall “be fixed by the school committee with the
approval of the mayor.” This provision in a measure re-
establishes the connection which formerly existed between
the school committee and the problems of schoolhouse con-
struction. This connection should not be re-established, in
my opinion, for the reason that the school committee have
very important functions to perform in connection with the
city’s most important responsibility namely, education
and as far as possible should be kept foot-free of politics.

It would be possible to add a sufficient number of other
activities to those in which the school committee are now
engaged to make the membership in the school committee
a political plum. It is general practice for the mayor and
council to determine what salaries should be paid to those
employed by the city, and I am disinclined to make a de-
parture from this policy without good reason.

ARYAN T. FULLER.
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