
House of Representatives, April 6, 1927.

The committee on Municipal Finance, to whom was re-
ferred so much of the Governor’s Address (Senate, No. 1) as
relates to municipal expenditures and indebtedness, to audit-
ing municipal accounts, and to municipal budgets and audit
control of expenditures, report the accompanying resolve
(House, No. 1228).

For the committee,

JOHN E. BECK.
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Resolve establishing a Special Commission to Investigate
Problems Relating to Municipal Finances.

1 Resolved, That a special commission is hereby estab-
-2 fished, to consist of two members of the senate to be

appointed by the president, four members of the house
4 of representatives to be appointed by the speaker, and
5 three persons to be appointed by the governor.
6 The commission shall choose its chairman, and shall
7 be known as the commission on municipal finances. It
8 shall be the duty of the commission to study and investi-
-9 gate the recommendations contained in the inaugural

10 address of his excellency, the governor, printed as senate

11 document number one, relating to municipal expendi-
-12 tures, indebtedness, audit control thereof, and municipal
13 accounts and budgets; and also to study and investigate
14 any other matters which the committee may deem perti-
-15 nent to any of said subjects, or affecting municipal
16 finance in any way.

17 The commission shall report its findings, with such
18 recommendations and drafts of such legislation as it may
19 deem expedient, to the next annual session of the general
20 court by filing the same with the clerk of the house of
21 representatives on or before the second Wednesday in
22 January, nineteen hundred and twenty-eight. Upon the
23 filing of such report, the existence of the commission
24 shall terminate. The commission shall be furnished with
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25 suitable rooms in the state house, may hold public hear-
-26 ings in such parts of the commonwealth as they may
27 deem wise, may require by summonses the attendance
28 and testimony of witnesses and the production of books
29 and papers relating to any matter under investigation,
30 and may administer oaths to witnesses testifying before
31 it. Such summonses shall be issued and such oaths ad-
-32 ministered by the chairman of the commission. A witness
33 who gives false testimony or who fails to appear when
34 duly summoned shall be subject to the same penalties to
35 which a witness before a court is subject when so offend-
36 ing,

37 The commission may expend such sums for expenses,
38 travel, clerical and other assistance as may be approved
39 by the governor and council, but not exceeding such
40 sum as the general court may appropriate; provided,
41 that the members of the commission shall not receive
42 reimbursement except for expenses actually incurred in
43 the discharge of their duties. The commission may avail
44 itself of the services of the department of corporations
45 and taxation and other departments in possession of in-
-46 formation bearing on the subject matter under investi-
47 gation.




