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Executive Department.

Under the provisions of Article LVI. of the Amendments
to the Constitution, I am returning herewith House Bill
No. 1220, amended, being “An Act Providing Funds toward
the Cost of Construction and Maintenance of Highways
and Bridges by Means of an Excise Tax on Gasoline and
Other Petroleum Products,” with the recommendation that
it be amended as follows:

By the adoption of thirty per cent of the fees for registration as
now established by section thirty-three of Chapter ninety, General
Laws, as amended by subsequent legislation, except that the registra-
tion of motor vehicles owned by a non-resident residing within fifteen
miles of the boundary of the Commonwealth shallremain as at present.

This will produce a revenue from registrations equiva-
lent to §3.75 per registration as compared with $3.00 per
registration under the bill which I am returning, but it will
restore the loss in revenue which will result from the afore-
said bill as compared with the present law.

Let us start on the assumption that the varying amounts
paid by the automobilists at the present time is just and
equitable and is about the maximum we could hope to
receive from them. That basis should be maintained as
near as possible, which calls for some variation of the basic
rate. Otherwise the small car will pay more nearly the
same amount as the large truck. As I understand from
the Commissioner of Public Works large trucks pay now
about $l4O or more per registration. Under this bill they
would pay only $3.00. The difference between the two
registrations would under no circumstances be equalized
by the gasoline tax. This gap must be closed because the
trucks represent the vehicles that do the most damage to
the roads.
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In the Inaugural Message I recommended a gasoline tax,
believing then, as I do now, that it is the fairest method of
collecting fees for the use of the roads. I also recommended
that fees be reduced commensurate with the income that
would come from a gasoline tax. In other words, I believed
that the gasoline tax would provide a more elastic and
equitable revenue than a fixed registration fee. If the motor
car was used, it paid a tax; if it stood idle, there was no
tax. There was a difference in the tax paid by the man who
rode twenty-five thousand miles as compared with the one'

who rode five thousand.
My recommendation had this further advantage that

while the amount of revenue would be the same, whether
it was collected from the gasoline tax or the registration fee

the gasoline tax would gain for us additional revenue from
the visiting motorists from other states.

My objection to this bill is that instead of increasing our
revenue, it decreases it. The Commissioner of Public Works
estimates that it will bring less revenue than would be re-
ceived on the present registration basis. lam a firm enough
believer in the equitableness of the gasoline tax so that I
do not think it is necessary to make it artificially attractive
to the motorists. The present bill will result in reduced
revenue. No bill carrying such a reduction will, I believe,
be permanent. I therefore think that the bill should be
changed so that it will produce at least as much revenue
as the present law.

ALVAN T. FULLER.






