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To the HonorableSenate and House of Representative

I am returning herewith, without my approval, House Bill
No. 1220, entitled “An Act Providing Funds toward the
Cost of Construction and Maintenance of Plighways and
Bridges by Means of an Excise Tax on Gasoline and Other
Petroleum Products,” for the reason that it will produce
$500,000 less revenue per year, according to the Commis-
sioner of the Department of Public Works, rather than
produce an equal amount as would have been the case had
the recommendation in my Inaugural Message been adopted,
or had the specific amendment increasing the fees to 30%
of the present fees been adopted, thereby securing additional
funds from visiting motorists as their fair contribution for
the construction and upkeep of our roads. I cannot believe
it is wise for Massachusetts to take a step backward in the
amount expended for road building and upkeep. We are
already committed to additional expenditure in this direction
by a bill enacted and signed this year which provides that
the Commonwealth assume the responsibility for keeping the
State highways open in winter.

My policy has been to hold down expenditures in the hope
of reducing taxes, or at least holding them level, and not
to provide directly or indirectly for increasing taxes, because
I know that, if easy ways of collecting money are provided,
the money will be spent.

I cannot believe that it is seriously proposed to spend
less money on the roads in the future than we have in the
past. Yet this bill provides less money. How is the defi-
ciency to be met? One alternative would be to increase the
tax per gallon of gasoline. If it was raised to three cents
and one cent given to the cities and towns, we still would
be raising less money for our State program than at present.
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Therefore it would be necessary to make it four cents a

gallon. I should not care to collaborate in providing a plan
that would lead to this eventuality.

The plan of raising the same amount of money as at
present by utilizing the gasoline tax as a base has been
refused. I am opposed to the only two alternatives that
I have heard mentioned. One is reduced revenue under
the proposed bill, and the other would be to increase the
gasoline tax.

I am opposed to saddling on the motorists an additional
tax to be distributed to the cities and towns. If a part of
the gasoline tax were to be given to the cities and towns,
a tremendous amount of money would be dissipated through
channels that would leave our road-building program greatly
hampered.

ALVAN T. FULLER.






