
No. 79SENATE
To accompany the petition of Ernest C. Carr and others that

certain information in the custody of the Commission on Probation
and of probation officers be made available to attorneys of record in
criminal cases. Joint Judiciary.

In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Twenty-Seven.

An Act making Certain Information in the Custody
of the Commission on Probation and of Probation
Officers available to Attorneys of Record in
Criminal Cases.
Be it enacted hy the Senate and House of Repre-

sentatives in General Court assembled, and hy the
authority of the same, as follows:

1 Section 1. Section ninety of chapter two
2 hundred and seventy-six of the General Laws
3 is hereby amended by adding at the end thereof
4 the following; and, upon the payment of two
5 dollars, by the attorney of record of any defendant
6 in a criminal case pending in any court of the
7 commonwealth in so far as said records may
8 disclose information relative to the criminal
9 record of an accused person or of any person

10 testifying as a witness in such a criminal case,
11 so as to read as follows: Section 90. A pro-
-12 bation officer shall not be an active member of the
13 regular police force, but so far as necessary in the
14 performance of his official duties shall, except
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15 as otherwise provided, have all the powers of a
16 police officer, and if appointed by the superior
17 court may, by its direction, act in any part of the
18 commonwealth. He shall report to the court,
19 and his records may at all times be inspected by
20 police officials of the towns of the commonwealth
21 and, upon the payment of two dollars, by the
22 attorney of record of any defendant in a criminal
23 case pending in any court of the commonwealth
24 in so far as said records may disclose information
25 relative to the criminal record of such defendant
26 or of any person testifying as a witness in such a
27 criminal case.

1 Section 2. Section one hundred of said chap-
2 ter two hundred and seventy-six, as amended by
3 section three of chapter three hundred and
4 twenty of the acts of nineteen hundred and
5 twenty-six, is hereby further amended by strik-
-6 ing out the word “and” the first time it occurs
7 in the twenty-second line, and by inserting after
8 the word “marshals” in the same line, the words:
9 , and, upon the payment of two dollars, to the

10 attorney of record in any criminal case, in so far
11 as it may relate to the criminal record of the
12 accused or of any person testifying as a witness
13 in such a case,-—-so as to read as follows:
14 Section 100. Every probation officer, or the
15 chief or senior probation officer of a court having
16 more than one probation officer, shall transmit
17 to the commission, in such form and at such times
18 as it shall require, detailed reports regarding the
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19 work of probation in the court, and the commis-
-20 sioner of correction, the institutions commissioner
21 of Boston and the county commissioners of
22 counties other than Suffolk shall transmit to the
23 commission, as aforesaid, detailed and complete
24 records relative to all paroles and permits to be at
25 liberty granted or issued by them, respectively,
26 to the revoking of the same and to the length of
27 time served on each sentence to imprisonment by
28 each prisoner so released specifying the institution
29 where each such sentence was served; and under
30 the direction of the commission a record shall be
31 kept of all such cases as the commission may re-
-32 quire for the information of the justices and pro-
-33 bation officers. Police officials shall co-operate
34 with the commission and the probation officers
35 in obtaining and reporting information concerning
36 persons on probation. The information so ob-
-37 tained and recorded shall be accessible at all
38 times to the justices and officers of the courts,
39 to the police commissioner of Boston, to all
40 chiefs of police and city marshals, and, upon the
41 payment of a fee of twr o dollars, to the attorney
42 of record in any criminal case, in so far as it may
43 relate to the criminal record of the accused or of
44 any person testifying as a witness in such a case.
45 The commissioner of correction and the depart-
-46 ment of public welfare shall at all times give to
47 the commission and the probation officers such
48 information as may be obtained from the records
49 concerning prisoners under sentence or who have50 been released.




