
SENATE . 148
To accompany the petition of Harry B. Osgood for legislation to

regulate the setting of traps. Conservation.

In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Twenty-Seven.

An Act to regulate the Setting of Traps.
Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Repre-

sentatives in General Court assembled, and by the
authority of the same, as follotvs:

1 Section fifty-four of chapter one hundred and
2 thirty-one of the General Laws is hereby amended
3 by inserting in the first line after the word
4 ‘‘maintain” the words: or tend, and in the
5 first line, inserting after the word “trap” the
6 words: for the purpose of catching or killing
7 any wild animals, and by striking out in the
8 same line, after the word “the” the word “im-
-9 proved”, and by striking out the words “or on

10 land posted as provided in section seventy-nine”
H in the second and third lines, and by striking out
12 in the fourth and fifth lines, the words “trap be
13 placed in a public way, cart-road or path com-

-14 monly used as a passage way for human beings
lo or domestic animals” and inserting in place
16 thereof the words: person set, place, maintain
17 or tend any steel trap, stop thief or choke trap
18 for the Purpose of catching or killing any wild
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animals, unless the same shall be placed in a
hole, in the water, brush pile, stone wall, or other
protected places, so situated as to be inaccessible
to any human beings or domestic animals, —so
as to read as follows:
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No person shall set, maintain, or tend any
trap for the purpose of catching or killing any
wild animal on the land of another, without the
consent of the owner or occupant, nor shall any
person set, place, maintain or tend any steel
trap, stop thief or choke trap for the purpose of
catching or killing any wild animals unless the
same shall be placed in a hole, brush pile, stone
wall, in the water, or other protected place, so
situated as to be inaccessible to any human being
or domestic animal. No trap shall be placed
within ten feet of a muskrat house, nor shall a
muskrat house be torn open, disturbed or de-
stroyed. Every trap shall be marked with the
name of the owner in such a manner that it shall
be legible at all times. All traps shall be re-
moved at the close of the open season on fur-
bearing animals provided in section fifty-one.
Any trap set in violation of law shall be con-
fiscated by any officer empowered to enforce the
fish and game laws and shall be declared forfeited
and sold by the director, or at his order, and the
proceeds shall be paid to the ■ commonwealth.
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