
SENATE 295

Senate, April 5, 1927.
The committee on Bills in the Third Reading to whom

was referred the Senate Bill relative to the operation within
the Commonwealth of motor vehicles owned by non-
residents (Senate No. 277), report recommending that the
same be amended by substituting therefor a new draft
entitled “An Act relative to the operation within the
commonwealth of motor vehicles owned by non-residents
and by certain persons domiciled elsewhere (Senate No.
295), and that, when so amended, the same will be correctly
drawn.

For the committee

CHARLES WARD JOHNSON.
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In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Twenty-Seven.

An Act relative to the Operation within the Com-
monwealth of Motor Vehicles Owned by Non-
residents and by Certain Persons domiciled else-
where.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Repre-
sentatives in General Court assembled, and by the
authority of the same, as follows:

1 Section 1. Section one of chapter ninety of
2 the General Laws, as amended by section one of
3 chapter four hundred and sixty-four of the acts
4 of nineteen hundred and twenty-three and by
5 chapter one hundred and eighty-nine of the acts
6 of nineteen hundred and twenty-four, is hereby
7 further amended by inserting after the word
8 “cycle” in the tenth line, the following new
9 paragraph: “Commercial motor vehicle”, a

10 motor vehicle used for carrying passengers for
11 hire or commodities in connection with commerce,
12 —so as to read as follows: Section 1. The
13 following words used in this chapter shall have the
14 following meanings, unless a different meaning is
15 clearly apparent from the language or context, or
16 unless such construction is inconsistent with the
17 manifest intention of the legislature:
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18 “Application ”, an application by mail or other-
-19 wise to the registrar or any agent designated by
20 him lor the purpose, upon a blank provided by the
21 registrar, and with which is deposited the fee pro-
-22 vided in section thirty-three.
23 “Automobile”, any motor vehicle except a
24 motor cycle.
25 “Commercial motor vehicle”, a motor vehicle
26 used for carrying passengers for hire, or com-
-27 modifies in connection with commerce.
28 “Dealer”, any person who is engaged princi-
-29 pally in the business of buying, selling or exchang-
-30 ing motor vehicles.
31 “Division”, the division of highways of the
32 department of public works, acting officially as a
33 board.
34 “Garage”, any place where five or more motor
35 vehicles are stored or housed at any one time for
36 pay, except only such places in which motor
37 vehicles are kept by the owners thereof without
38 payment for storage.
39 “Intersecting way”, any way which joins
40 another at an angle, whether or not it crosses the
41 other.
42 “Motor cycle”, any motor vehicle having but
43 two or three wheels in contact with the ground,
44 and a saddle on which the driver sits astride, or a

45 platform on which he stands, or any bicycle
46 having a motor attached thereto and a driving-
-47 wheel or wheels in contact with the ground in
48 addition to the wheels of the bicycle itself.
49 “Motor vehicles”, automobiles, motor cycles



[Apr.SENATE - No. 295.4

50 and all other vehicles propelled by power other
51 than muscular power, except railroad and railway
52 cars and motor vehicles running only upon rails or
53 tracks, ambulances, fire engines and apparatus,
54 police patrol wagons and other vehicles used by
N 4n A V»/~v n fIA /"I / \ o A- /-vf n .i. _ 155 the police department of any city or town or park
56 board solely for the official business of such de-
-57 partment or board, road rollers and street sprink-
-58 lers.
59 “Non-resident”, any resident of any state or
60 country who has no regular place of abode or
61 business in the commonwealth for a period of
62 more than thirty days in the year; provided, that
63 any such resident who owns a commercial motor
64 vehicle which is operated in the commonwealth for
65 more than thirty days in the year shall not, as to
66 such vehicle, be deemed a non-resident.
67 “Number plate”, the sign or marker furnished
68 by the registrar on which is displayed the register
69 number or mark of a motor vehicle assigned to
70 such motor vehicle by the registrar.
71 “Operator”, any person who operates a motor
72 vehicle.
73 “Persons”, wherever used in connection with
74 the registration of a motor vehicle, all persons who
75 own or control such vehicles as owners, or for the
76 purpose of sale, or for renting, as agents, salesmen
77 or otherwise.
78 “Police officer” or “officer”, any constable or
79 other officer authorized to make arrest or serve
80 process, provided he is in uniform or displays his
81 badge of office.
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82 “Register number”, the number or mark
83 assigned by the registrar to a motor vehicle,
84 whether or not such number or mark includes a
85 letter or letters; and said number or mark, except
86 on motor cycles, shall always be in separate
87 Arabic numerals at least four inches in height,
88 with strokes not less than one half of an inch in
89 width.
90 “Registrar”, the registrar of motor vehicles.
91 “Thickly settled or business district”, the
92 territory contiguous to any way which is built up
93 with structures devoted to business, or the terri-
-94 tory contiguous to any way where the dwelling-
go houses are situated at such distances as will
96 average less than two hundred feet between them
97 for a distance of a quarter of a mile or over.
98 “Trailer”, a vehicle used for carrying pas-
-99 sengers for hire or commodities in connection
100 with commerce and having no motive power of
101 its own, but which is drawn by a motor vehicle.
102 It shall not include a pair of wheels commonly
103 used as an implement for other purposes than
104 transportation.
105 “Way”, any public highway, private way laid
106 out under authority of statute, way dedicated
107 to public use, or way under the control of park
108 commissioners or body having like powers.

1 Section 2. Said chapter ninety of the General
2 Laws, as amended in section three by section one
3 of chapter four hundred and thirty-one of the
4 acts of nineteen hundred and twenty-three, isntv-three, is
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5 hereby further amended by striking out said
6 section three and inserting in place thereof the
7 following:
8 Section 3. Subject to the provisions of section
9 three A, a motor vehicle or trailer owned by a

10 non-resident who has complied with the laws
11 relative to motor vehicles and trailers, and the
12 operation thereof, of the state of country in which
13 he resides may be operated on the ways of this
14 commonwealth without registration except as
15 otherwise provided in section ten. The regis-
-16 trar may suspend or revoke the right of any non-
-17 resident operator to operate in this common-
-18 wealth, and may suspend or revoke the right of
19 any owner to operate or have operated in this
20 commonwealth any motor vehicle or trailer for
21 the same causes and under the same conditions
22 that he can take such action regarding resident
23 owners, operators, motor vehicles and trailers
24 owned in this commonwealth. Every such ve-
-25 hide so operated shall have displayed upon it two
26 number plates, substantially as provided in sec-
-27 tion six, bearing the distinguishing number or
28 mark of the state in which the owner thereof
29 resides, and none other until the vehicle is regis-
-30 tered in accordance with this chapter. Any
31 motor vehicle, other than a commercial motor
32 vehicle, owned by a person domiciled elsewhere
33 than in the commonwealth and having neither a
34 regular place of abode or business therein for
35 more than six months in the year may also be
36 operated in this commonwealth if application for
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37 the registration thereof is made in accordance
38 with section two, and the vehicle is duly regis-
-39 tered by the registrar or his authorized agent.
40 Ihe registrar shall furnish at his office, without
41 charge, to every person whose vehicle is registered
42 as aforesaid two number plates of suitable design,
43 each of which shall have displayed upon it the
44 registration number assigned to such vehicle.
45 Every such registration shall expire at midnight
46 on December thirty-first in each year.

1 Section 3. Section four of said chapter ninety
2 is hereby amended by inserting before the word
3 “motor” in the first line the word: commer-
4 cial, —by inserting before the word “and” in
5 the third line the words: whether or not he
6 has a place of business in the commonwealth
7 and by striking out, in the seventh and eighth
8 lines, the words “, provided such state grants
9 similar privileges to residents of this common-

-10 wealth”, so as to read as follows: Section 4-
11 Any person owning a commercial motor vehicle
12 who resides in an adjoining state within fifteen
13 miles of the boundary line of this commonwealth,
14 whether or not he has a place of business in the
15 commonwealth, and who has complied with the
16 laws relative to motor vehicles and the operation
17 thereof in the state where he resides, may, upon
18 application, have such motor vehicle registered
19 and may operate the same upon the ways of this
20 commonwealth within fifteen miles of the bound-
-21 arv line of the state where he resides. The fore-
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22 going privilege shall be in addition to any other
23 rights or privileges granted to non-residents by
24 this chapter. The registrar shall furnish at his
25 office, without charge, to every person whose
26 motor vehicle is registered as aforesaid, number
27 plates of suitable design with a distinguishing
28 number or mark thereon.

1 Section 4. Section thirty-three of said chap-
-2 ter ninety, as amended by section two of chapter
3 four hundred and three of the acts of nineteen
4 hundred and twenty-one, by section nine of
5 chapter four hundred and sixty-four of the acts
6 of nineteen hundred and twenty-three, by section
7 one of chapter thrc;e hundred and forty-two of
8 the acts of nineteen hundred and twenty-five,
9 and by chapters two hundred and forty-four, two

10 hundred and seventy-seven and section one of
11 chapter three hundred and forty-nine, all of the
12 acts of nineteen hundred and twenty-six, is
13 hereby further amended by striking out the par-
-14 agraph included in the sixty-fourth to the sev-
-15 enty-fourth lines, inclusive, as printed in section
16 one of said chapter three hundred and forty-two,
17 and inserting in place thereof the following:
18 For the registration of every motor vehicle,
19 trailer or semi-trailer unit by an owner, and of
20 the motor vehicles owned by or under the con-
-21 trol of a manufacturer or of dealer in motor
22 vehicles, a manufacturer of or dealer in motor
23 vehicle bodies or tops or a person engaged in the
24 business of repairing motor vehicles, who applies
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25
26
27
28
29
30
31
32
33
34

therefor during the period beginning with the
first day of October and ending on the thirty-
first day of December in any year, in accordance
with section two or five, one half of the foregoing
fees, and by striking out the paragraph in-
cluded in the seventy-fifth, seventy-sixth and
seventy-seventh lines, as so printed, and insert-
ing in place thereof the following; For the
registration of every motor vehicle registered
under section three or four, two dollars.








