
HOUSE No. 2

SPECIAL REPORT OF THE METROPOLITAN DIS-
TRICT COMMISSION RELATIVE TO COST OF
CONTROL AND MAINTENANCE OF CERTAIN
BRIDGES AND APPROACHES.

[Metropolitan Affairs. Oct. 15, 1927.]

Metropolitan- District Commission,
1 Ashburton Place, Boston, October 15, 19

To the Honorable the Senate and House of Representatives of Massachu-
setts in General Court assembled.

On March 19, 1927, the following resolve, chapter 8,
was approved by the Governor:

C!j t Commontoealt!) of €oasgciffnisetts

Resolved, That the metropolitan district commission be authorized
and directed to investigate as to the desirability, feasibility, and cost
to the cities and towns comprising the metropolitan parks district,
of the control and maintenance by said commission on behalf of said
district of the following bridges and their approaches not now con-
trolled or maintained by said commission:

(1) That between the city of Boston and the city of Cambridge,
known as the Longfellow bridge;

(2) That between the city of Boston and the city of Cambridge,
known as the Brookline street-Essex street or Cottage Farm bridge,
now under construction;

(3) That between the city of Boston and the city of Cambridge,
known as the River street-Cambridge street bridge;

(4) That between the city of Boston and the city of Cambridge,
known as the Western avenue bridge;

(5) That between the city of Boston and the city of Cambridge,
known as the Larz Anderson bridge;

(6) That between the city of Boston and the town of Watertown,
known as the Western avenue-Arsenal street bridge;

(7) That between the city of Newton and the town of Weston,
known as the Weston bridge;
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(8) Such other bridges, as the commission may deem expedient,
connecting boulevards, parkways or highways controlled by said
commission or situated on important highways within said district.

Said commission shall report to the general court by filing its recom-
mendations and estimates with the clerk of the house of representatives
not later than October fifteenth in the current year, together with
drafts of such legislation as may be necessary to carry its recommenda-
tions into effect, and shall at the same time file a copy thereof with
the budget commissioner.

The Metropolitan District Commission has investigated
the subject matter of the resolve and herewith submits its
report.

All of the bridges specifically mentioned in the seven
paragraphs of the resolve cross the Charles River, the
first five connecting the cities of Boston and Cambridge,
the sixth, the Western Avenue-Arsenal Street bridge con-
necting the city of Boston and the town of Watertown,
and the seventh, the Weston bridge, the city of Newton
and the town of Weston.

The first six named bridges cross the river below Water-
town Square and above the Charles River dam, all within
the section included in the park area of the Charles River
basin. In this section four other bridges, the North Bea-
con Street bridge, the Weeks bridge, the Harvard bridge
and the Charles River dam, are now controlled and main-
tained by the Commission. All of these ten bridges have
been built, or are now being built, by the Commission
except the Longfellow bridge and the Harvard bridge, and
the latter was repaired and reconstructed by the Com-
mission. The Brookline Street-Essex Street or Cottage
Farm bridge is now being constructed by the Commission.

There seems to be no consistent reason why some of
these bridges are maintained by the Metropolitan District
in distinction from the others. The Charles River dam is
essentially a part of the Charles River basin development
and the operation of the draw and lock is a part of the
basin maintenance. The Weeks bridge is a footbridge
only and therefore more of a park than a highway struc-
ture. The other bridges are highway bridges and with the
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possible exception of the Harvard bridge have been built
with a view to serve highway purposes consistent with the
development of the basin and the land adjacent as a park
area.

The Commission believes, with the possible exception of
the Longfellow bridge, that it is desirable and feasible
that these ten bridges above the dam and below Water-
town Square should be under the care and control of the
Commission. It is consistent with the care and control
of the basin as a park area. The water area of the basin
as well as the shores on both sides and for most of the
distance are included in this park area and the river on
both sides is now or will be skirted by parkways under
the control of the Commission. The Longfellow bridge is
a large and beautiful structure. It, however, is essentially
a highway bridge and does not connect park areas or bou-
levards on either side, except that the Charles River Road
does connect with the Boston side. The other bridges have
been built or are under construction by the Commission
and it would seem consistent that they should be main-
tained by the District. These bridges are new and the
cost of maintenance would be comparatively small and
as the areas on both sides are now policed and maintained
by the Commission the added expense of maintaining the
bridges would not be large. The estimated cost of main-
tenance is as follows:

Per Ye

The Cottage Farm bridge (now under construction) . . $6,000
The River Street-Cambridge Street bridge .... 1,000
The Western Avenue bridge 1,050
The Larz Anderson bridge 2,500
The Western Avenue-Arsenal Street bridge

....
1,200

These figures include the estimates for lighting, clean-
ing, snow removal, repairs and incidentals. No estimate is
made for policing as that could be done with the present
metropolitan force, although a small addition to the force
might later be found desirable.

A similar estimate of the cost for the Longfellow bridge
is $lO,OOO per year.
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Boston and Cambridge now maintain the River Street-
Cambridge Street bridge, the Western Avenue bridge and
the Larz Anderson bridge and will maintain, after com-
pletion, the Cottage Farm bridge, and Boston and Water-
town now maintain the Western Avenue-Arsenal Street
bridge. Boston pays about 55 per cent of the Metro-
politan Parks assessment, so that this city would be re-
lieved of only a small part of the cost of maintenance.
The other cities pay a substantial percentage of the met-
ropolitan assessment. The additional cost to the other
cities and towns of the Metropolitan District would be
about 20 per cent, or around $l,OOO per year, and the
State’s share about $5,000, to which Boston and the other
municipalities would again contribute substantially in their
contribution to the State taxes.

The seventh named bridge, the Weston bridge, connects
the city of Newton and the town of Weston. It was
built by the Commission but is maintained by these two
municipalities. It is a highway bridge with no particular
connection with the metropolitan park system although it
is not far from the Riverside police station of the Charles
River Upper Division. The Charles River at this point
is used extensively for canoeing and boating. The river,
as well as some land nearby, is under the control of the
Commission. There is, however, no particular reason why
this bridge should be maintained by the District. The
cost is estimated at $l,lOO per year.

Paragraph 8 of the resolve requires report on such other
bridges as the Commission may deem expedient, connect-
ing boulevards, parkways or highways within said district.

In addition to those already mentioned, there are twenty-
seven other bridges over the Charles River above the
basin, including the Galen Street bridge in Watertown,
which is at the upper end of the basin, and two below the
basin, all within the Metropolitan District.

Although at many of these bridge locations this Com-
mission controls the shore of the river, the bridges serve
primarily the highways crossing the river and have not
any boulevard connections. They are all at present main-
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tained by local authorities. The two bridges below the
Charles River dam, the Warren bridge and the Charles-
town bridge, are controlled and maintained by the city
of Boston and there are no boulevard connections. A
complete list of the bridges and their locations is as
follows:

Dover and Sherborn.
Dover and Needham.

Farm bridge
Charles River Street bridge
Central Avenue bridge Dover and Needham, known as

Newell’s bridge.
South Street bridge Dover and Needham, known as

Thayer’s bridge.
Chestnut Street bridge Dover and Needham, known as

Day’s bridge.
Dedham Avenue bridge Dedham and Needham, known

as Onion’s bridge.
Dedham and Needham (Green-

dale Avenue bridge).
Lyons bridge

Bridge Street bridge
.

Ames Street bridge .

Spring Street bridge .

NahantonStreet bridge
Needham Street bridge
Elliot Street bridge .

Boylston Street bridge
Wales Street bridge .

Washington Street bridge
Concord Street bridge
Riverside Road bridge
Weston bridge .

Dedham.
Dedham.
Boston and Dedham.
Newton and Needham.
Newton and Needham.
Newton and Needham.
Newton and Wellesley.
Newton and Wellesley.
Newton and Wellesley.
Newton and Weston.
Newton and Weston.
Newton and Weston.

Forest Grove bridge .

Woerd Avenue bridge
Prospect Street bridge
Moody Street bridge .

Elm Street bridge

Waltham.
Waltham.
Waltham.
Waltham.
Waltham.

Newton Street bridge
Farwell Street bridge
Bridge Street bridge
Galen Street bridge

Waltham.
Waltham.
Newton and Watertown.
Watertown.

North Beacon Street bridge
Arsenal Street bridge

Watertown and Boston.
Watertown and Boston.
Boston and Cambridge.
Boston and Cambridge.

Anderson bridge
Western Avenue bridge
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Cambridge Street bridge
Brookline Street bridge
Harvard bridge .

Boston and Cambridge.
Boston and Cambridge.
Boston and Cambridge.
Boston and Cambridge.
Boston and Cambridge.
Boston and Charlestown
Boston and Charlestown

Cambridge bridge
Charles River dam
Warren bridge
Charlestown bridge

Neponset Rivei

The following is a list of bridges over Neponset River
and how controlled:

Dorchester Bay bridge . . (In process of construction) To
be controlled and maintained
by the Metropolitan District
Commission.

Neponset bridge .... Controlled and maintained by
the Metropolitan District
Commission.

Granite bridge Controlled and maintained by
local authorities.

Adams Street bridge .... Controlled and maintained by
local authorities.

Central Avenue bridge . . . Controlled and maintained by
local authorities.

Mattapan bridge .... Controlled and maintained by
the Metropolitan District
Commission.

Pairmount Avenue bridge . . Controlled and maintained by
local authorities.

Paul’s bridge Controlled and maintained by
local authorities.

bridges over Mystic River andThe following is a list of
how controlled:

Controlled and maintained by
local authorities.

Chelsea bridge, north

Controlled and maintained by
local authorities.

Chelsea bridge, south

Controlled and maintained by
local authorities.

Malden bridge

Mystic River.
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Wellington bridge Controlled and maintained by
the Metropolitan District
Commission under special ap-
portionment.

Cradock bridge Controlled and maintained by
local authorities.

Parkway-Armory bridge Controlled and maintained by
the Metropolitan District
Commission.

Winthrop Street bridge Controlled and maintained by
local authorities.

Parkway-Auburn Street bridge Controlled and maintained by
the Metropolitan District
Commission.

River Street bridge Controlled and maintained by
local authorities.

Medford Street bridge Controlled and maintained by
local authorities.

Parkway-Maiden River bridge Controlled and maintained by
the Metropolitan District
Commission.

Medford Street bridge Controlled by Malden

Saugus River bridge Controlled and maintained by
the Metropolitan District
Commission.

Lynn-Turnpike bridge Controlled and maintained by
local authorities.

In the case of the Saugus River bridge, the parkway
ends at the northerly end of the bridge at present. From
that point to Lynn, the highway is controlled by the Pub-
lic Works Department, Highway Division. From the junc-
tion of the Lynn parkway with North Shore Road near
the southerly end of the bridge, North Shore Road is con-
trolled by the Public Works Department, Highway Divi-
sion. This bridge seems to be more of a highway bridge
than a part of the metropolitan park or boulevard system
and should therefore be maintained and controlled by the
Public Works Department, or by the local authorities.

Malden River.

Saugl s River
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The Commission sees no consistent reason why any of
these bridges not now controlled and maintained by the
Commission should be taken over from the local authorities.

The Commission recommends that the River Street-
Cambridge Street bridge, the Western Avenue bridge, the
Larz Anderson bridge, the Western Avenue-Arsenal Street
bridge and the Brookline Street-Essex Street or Cottage
Farm bridge, when completed, be turned over to the Met-
ropolitan District Commission for care and control. A
bill to carry this recommendation into effect accompanies
this report.

Respectfully submitted,

DAVIS B. KENISTON,
FRANK A. BAYRD,
GEO. B. WASON,

Metropolitan District Commission.
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An Act transferring to the Metropolitan District
Commission the Supervision and Maintenance of
Certain Bridges over the Charles River and Cer-
tain Approaches thereto in the Cities of Boston
and Cambridge and in the Town of Watertown.

Section 1. The metropolitan district commission is
hereby authorized and directed to take over and maintain
the following named bridges and approaches, and in regard
thereto shall have and exercise all the powers and authority
and be subject to the liability now conferred and imposed
upon said commission in respect to the care, control and
maintenance of roadways and boulevards under its super-
vision:

(1) The bridge between the city of Boston and the city
of Cambridge, known as the Brookline street-Essex street
or Cottage Farm bridge (now under construction).

(2) The bridge between the city of Boston and the city
of Cambridge, known as the River street-Cambridge street
bridge.

(3) The bridge between the city of Boston and the city
of Cambridge, known as the Western avenue bridge.

(4) The bridge between the city of Boston and the city
of Cambridge, known as the Larz Anderson bridge.

(5) The bridge between the city of Boston and the town
of Watertown known as the Western avenue-arsenal street
bridge.

The approaches to said Larz Anderson, Western avenue.
River street-Cambridge street, and Cottage Farm bridges
shall extend over and be included in the parkway and road-
way under the control of the said commission known as
Memorial Drive in the city of Cambridge.

Section 2. The cost of maintenance of said bridges and
approaches shall be paid as a part of the cost of mainte-
nance of boulevards by said commission.

Section 3. The bridges shall be maintained as public
highways.

PROPOSED LEGISLATION.

Be it enacted, etc., as follows:








