
SPECIAL REPORT OF THE DIVISION OF MET-
ROPOLITAN PLANNING RELATIVE TO THE
CONSTRUCTION OF A PARKWAY TO CON-
NECT STONY BROOK RESERVATION IN HYDE
PARK WITH BLUE HILLS RESERVATION AT
PAUL’S BRIDGE IN MILTON.

[Metropolitan Affairs. Nov. 21, 1927.]

Division of Metropolitan Planning,
11 Beacon Street, Boston, November 4, 1927.

To the Honorable Senate and House of Representatives in General Court
assembled.

The Legislature of 1927 passed the following resolve:

Resolve providing fob an Investigation by the Division of
Metropolitan Planning relative to the Construction of
a Parkway or Boulevard to connect the Stony Brook
Reservation with the Blue Hills Reservation at or near
Paul’s Bridge in the Town of Milton.

Resolved, That the division of metropolitan planning of the metro-
politan district commission is hereby directed to consider the expe-
diency and cost of constructing a parkway or boulevard to connect
the Stony Brook reservation with the Blue Hills reservation at a
point at or near Paul’s bridge on Milton street in the town of Milton
along substantially the following route; Beginning at the terminus
of Turtle Pond road in the Stony Brook reservation, thence running
along Glenwood avenue west to Allen street, thence to Madison
street, thence crossing the Neponset river and the railroad tracks of
the New York, New Haven and Hartford Railroad to land owned by

Noo 7HOUSE

Cf)e Commontocalth of Massachusetts

Chapter 18.



HOUSE No. 7. [Jan.2

the city of Boston, thence along said river to said Paul’s bridge. Said
division shall report to the general court its findings and its recom-
mendations, if any, together with drafts of legislation necessary to
carry such recommendations into effect, by filing the same with the
clerk of the house of representatives not later than December first of
the current year, and at the same time shall file a copy thereof with
the budget commissioner. [Approved April 6, 1927.

Description of Route.

The route described in the resolve would, if constructed,
supply a much-needed missing link between the Stony Brook
Reservation and the main highways north of that reserva-
tion and the Blue Hills Reservation and several of the main
roads to the south.

The Stony Brook Reservation is a part of the metropolitan
parks system extending from Washington Street in the
West Roxbury district to the Hyde Park district of Boston.
The main parkway through this reservation, known as Turtle
Pond Road, commenqes at Washington Street, opposite
the end of the West Roxbury Parkway, and passes through
the reservation in a general southeasterly direction to River
Street, where direct connection is made to the Neponset
River Reservation Parkway. This main route through the
Stony Brook Reservation has several branches, one to the
right to East Dedham, a second branch to the left connect-
ing with Gordon Avenue in the Cleary Square section of
Hyde Park, and a third to the left, ending at the northerly
end of West Glenwood Avenue in Hyde Park.

The branch leading to West Glenwood Avenue is the
commencement of the route referred to in this resolve.
This street (called Glenwood Avenue in the resolve) is a
public way extending in a southeasterly direction to a
viaduct over the main line tracks of the Providence Divi-
sion of the New York, New Haven & Hartford Railroad.
The viaduct, after crossing the railroad, turns sharply to

the right under the name of New Allen Street through
which a connection is to be made to Hyde Park Avenue.
It also branches to the left under the name of Winter Street
and connects with that same avenue.
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The route provided for in the resolve would continue the
aforementioned viaduct from its end at Winter Street in a
fairly direct line across Hyde Park Avenue along Madison
Street across the Neponset River and a portion of the Read-
ville yards, and the Midland Division of the New York,
New Haven & Hartford Railroad to private ways on the
southerly side of the railroad, and thence over public and
private lands to the junction of Brush Hill Road and Milton
Street near Paul’s Bridge in the town of Milton.

The present width of West Glenwood Avenue (40 feet)
is entirely inadequate for a future parkway or boulevard,
and if the route is constructed, West Glenwood Avenue
should be widened to a width of 80 feet to the southerly
end of the viaduct over the railroad. We estimate the cost
of property damages for this widening at $150,000, and
construction at $125,000, a total of $275,000 for the con-
struction and widening of this section. For a number of
years the existing viaduct over the railroad can undoubtedly
be used, although its present roadway width is only 24
feet.

The topography of the country southerly of the railroad
is such that an extension of West Glenwood Avenue south-
erly of the viaduct should be by viaduct over Hyde Park
Avenue, along Madison Street, and across the river and the
Midland Division, thence descending to the surface south-
erly of the railroad. From this point to Brush Hill Road,
a new parkway would be constructed at substantially ground
level. If constructed this viaduct or fill should, in our
opinion, provide for a 40-foot roadway and at least one
sidewalk. Where constructed at ground level, it should
Provide for an ultimate width of 80 feet. Our estimate of
cost of land damages south of the New Haven viaduct is
$BO,OOO, construction cost $325,000, or a total of $405,000
for this section. This would make the total cost of the
proposed parkway from the northerly end of West Glenwood
Avenue to Paul’s bridge approximately $680,000.

Construction Features.
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Discussion and Conclusion.
As stated in the beginning of this report, the object of

the resolve is to provide a much-needed missing link be-
tween the Stony Brook Reservation and the Blue Hills
Reservation. If this were the only available route, or, in
the opinion of the Division, the best, we should probably
recommend its construction, but in our opinion the missing
link can best be provided by connecting the present north-
erly and southerly sections of the Neponset River Parkway
by the use of existing street and bridges in the Readville
section and the construction of a new bridge over the
Neponset River south of Paul’s bridge. Our views to this
effect have been previously set forth in certain of our re-
ports to the Legislature, viz., House, No. 133 of 1925, and
House, No. 67 of 1927, and also in our annual reports for
the years 1926 and 1927, and our recommendations have
been favored by the Legislature as evidenced by the enact-
ment of chapter 394 of the Acts of 1926 and chapter 311
of the Acts of 1927 providing for the taking of land along
Regent Street in the Readville section of Hyde Park as a
part of the through route in this locality.

The main road through the Stony Brook Reservation has,
this year, been widened and improved by the Metropolitan
District Commission, with the exception of one short por-
tion where a cut-off should be constructed. To complete
the missing link, it is only necessary to build this missing
section, to resurface and improve Regent Street and East
Milton Street, and to construct a new bridge south of
Paul’s bridge. Substantially no land damages will be
entailed, and we estimate the cost of this work at approxi-
mately $lBO,OOO. This will in our opinion provide a better
route than the route suggested in the resolve at a very
much lower cost, and will provide a north and south park-
way extending from the Hammond Woods section of Brook-
line to the Blue Hills section of Milton.

Accompanying our annual report is a bill providing for the
construction of these missing links. There are on file in the
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office of the Division, maps and plans of the various routes
by which connection can be made between the Stony Brook
Reservation and the Blue Hills Section.

Respectfully submitted

DIVISION OF METROPOLITAN PLANNING.

Henry I. Harriman.
A. C. Ratshesky.

Ralph S. Bauer.
Richard K. Hale.
Everett E. Stone.
Frank G. Hall.
James B. Noyes.








