
No. 43HOUSE
Accompanying the report of the joint special recess committee on

the election laws (House, No. 28) as Appendix 0. [Election Laws.
Dec. 1, 1927.]

In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Twenty-Eight.

An Act relative to Corrupt Practices.

1 Section 1. Section one of chapter fifty of the
2 General Laws, as amended by section three of chapter
3 one hundred and thirty-one of the acts of nineteen hun-
-4 dred and twenty-three, is hereby further amended by
5 striking out the paragraph contained in lines fifty to
6 fifty-five, inclusive, as printed in the General Laws,
7 and inserting in place thereof the following: “Political
8 committee” shall apply only to a committee elected as
9 provided in chapter fifty-two, except that in chapter

10 fifty-five it shall also apply, subject to the exception
11 contained in section thirty-eight, to every other com-
-12 mittee or combination of five or more voters of the
13 commonwealth who shall aid or promote the success or
14 defeat of a political party or principle in a public election
15 or shall favor or oppose the adoption or rejection of a
16 question submitted to the voters.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Repre-
sentatives in General Court assembled, and by the
authority of the same, as folloivs:
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Section 2. Section five of chapter fifty-two of the
2 General Laws is hereby amended by inserting after the
3 word “city” in the first line the word: ward, —and
4 by adding at the end thereof the following: together
5 with the addresses of such officers, —so as to read as
6 follows: Section 5. The secretary of each city, ward
7 and town committee shall, within ten days after its
8 organization, file with the state secretary, with the city
9 or town clerk and with the secretary of the state com-

-10 mittee of the political party which it represents, a list of
11 the officers and members of the committee, together with
12 the addresses of such officers.

1 Section 3. Section six of said chapter fifty-two is
2 hereby amended by striking out, in the fourth line, the
3 words, “ in the case of a city or town committee,” —so
4as to read as follows: Section 6. A vacancy in the
5 office of chairman, secretary or treasurer of a city, ward
6 or town committee shall be filled by the committee and
7 a vacancy in the membership of a ward or town com-
-8 mittee shall be filled by such committee, and a statement
9 of any such change shall be filed as in the case of the

10 officers first chosen.

1 Section 3A. Section seven of said chapter fifty-two
2 is hereby amended by adding at the end thereof the fol-
-3 lowing new7 paragraph:
4 Upon the redivision of a city into wards the treasurer
5 of each ward committee of a ward affected by such re-
-6 division shall pay over to the treasurer of the city com-
-7 mittee representing the same political party such funds
8 of the ward committee as he has in his possession after
9 paying all bills. In the statements required under sec-
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10 tion seventeen of chapter fifty-five, the treasurer of the
11 ward committee making such payment shall report it as
12 a disbursement and the treasurer of the city committee
13 receiving it shall report it as a receipt.

1 Section 4. Chapter fifty-five of the General Laws is
2 hereby amended by striking out section four and insert-
-3 ing in place thereof the following:
4 Section 4- Every non-elected political committee shall
5 have a treasurer and a chairman, who shall, not later
6 than the day preceding the election in connection with
7 which said committee is organized to function, file -with
8 the state treasurer, or, when organized for the purposes
9 of a municipal election only, with the city or town clerk,

10 the names and addresses of such treasurer and chairman,
11 the names of at least three additional members thereof
12 and a statement of the purpose for which organized;
13 and, in the event of a change in such officers or member-
-14 ship, a statement of such change shall forthwith be filed
15 as in the case of the officers first chosen. The treasurer
16 of every non-elected and of every elected political com-
-17 mittee shall qualify for his office by filing a written ac-
-18 ceptance thereof with the state secretary, or, in the case
19 of a municipal election as aforesaid, with the city or town
20 clerk, and said treasurer shall remain subject to all the
21 duties and liabilities imposed by this chapter until his
22 written resignation of the office or his successor’s written
23 acceptance is filed as aforesaid. No person acting under
24 the authority or in behalf of any political committee
25 shall receive any money or other thing of value, or ex-
-26 pend or disburse the same, while it has no treasurer
27 qualified as aforesaid, or while the name or address of
28 any of its officers, as originally or subsequently chosen,
29 is not filed if and as required by this section or chapter
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30 fifty-two, as the case may be. Every treasurer of a polit-
-31 ical committee shall keep and preserve detailed accounts,
32 vouchers and receipts, as prescribed for an individual
33 candidate.

1 Section 5. Said chapter fifty-five is hereby further
2 amended by striking out section six and inserting in
3 place thereof the following:
4 Section 6. No person shall in connection with any
5 nomination or election receive money or its equivalent,
6 expend or disburse or promise to expend or disburse the
7 same, except as authorized by this chapter. A political
8 committee or a person acting under the authority or on
9 behalf of such a committee may receive money or its

10 equivalent, or expend or disburse or promise to expend
11 or disburse the same for the purpose of aiding or pro-
-12 moting the success or defeat of a political party or
13 principle in a public election or favoring or opposing the
14 adoption or rejection of a question submitted to the
15 voters and for other purposes expressly authorized by
16 this chapter, subject, however, to the provisions thereof.
17 Any individual, not a candidate, may contribute to
IS political committees or to candidates a sum which in
19 the aggregate of all contributions by him shall not
20 exceed one thousand dollars in any election and primary
21 preliminary thereto. This section shall not prohibit the
22 rendering of services by speakers, publishers, editors,
23 writers, checkers and watchers at the polls or by other
24 persons for which no compensation is asked, given or
25 promised, expressly or by implication; nor shall it
26 prohibit the payment by themselves of such personal
27 expenses as may be incidental to the rendering of such
28 services; nor shall it prohibit the free use of property
29 belonging to an individual and the exercise of ordinary
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30 hospitality for which no compensation is asked, given or
31 promised, expressly or by implication.

1 Section 6. Section sixteen of chapter fifty-five of the
2 General Laws is hereby amended by inserting after the
3 word “forth” in the fourth line the following: each
4 sum of money and thing of value paid or promised to
5 him, or to a person on his behalf, and, —by inserting
6 after the word “to” in the eighth line the words:
7 or by, —and by inserting after the word “been” in
8 the ninth line the words: paid or promised to him or
9 a person on his behalf or, so as to read as follows:

10 Section 16. Every candidate for nomination to a public
11 office shall, within seven days after the last day for
12 filing nominations for that office, and every candidate
13 for election to a public office shall within fourteen days
14 after the election held to fill the office, file a statement
15 setting forth each sum of money and thing of value
16 paid or promised to him,
17 and each sum of money
18 contributed, or promised
19 securing or in any way

or to a person on his behalf,
and thing of value expended,
by him, for the purpose of
affecting his nomination or

20 election to the office, and the name of the person or
21 political committee to or by whom the payment, con-
-22 tribution or promise was made and the date thereof, or,
23 if nothing has been paid or promised to him or a person
24 on his behalf or contributed, expended or promised by
25 him, a statement to that effect.

1 Section 7. Section twenty-two of said chapter fifty-
-2 five is hereby amended by striking out, in the fourth
3 line, the word “fifteen” and inserting in place thereof
4 the word: — thirty,— so as to read as follows:
5 Section 22. The state secretary shall inspect all state-
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6 ments of candidates filed with him, and the clerks of
7 cities or towns shall inspect all statements relating to
8 nominations and to city or town elections filed with them,
9 within thirty days and all other statements within sixty

10 days after the election to which they relate, and if upon
11 examination of the official ballot it appears that any
12 person has failed to file a statement as required by law,
13 or if it appears to the state secretary that any such
14 statement filed with him does not conform to law, or if
15 it appears to a city or town clerk that such statement
16 relating to a city or town nomination or election does
17 not conform to law, or upon written complaint by five
18 registered voters that a statement does not conform to
19 law 7, or that any person has failed to file a statement
20 required by law, the state secretary or city or town clerk
21 shall in writing notify the delinquent person. Such
22 complaint shall state in detail the grounds of objection,
23 shall be sworn to by one of the subscribers, and shall be
24 filed with the state secretary or with the proper city or
25 town clerk within thirty days after the election in ques-
-26 tion, or within ten days after the filing of a statement or
27 amended statement.

1 Section 8. Section twenty-three of said chapter
2 fifty-five is hereby amended by striking out, in the third
3 line, the words “as above” and inserting in place thereof
4 the words: after receiving such notice, —so as to

5 read as follows: Section 23. Upon failure to file a
6 statement within ten days after receiving, notice under
7 the preceding section, or if any statement filed after
8 receiving such notice discloses any violation of any pro-
-9 vision of this chapter, the state secretary or the city or

10 town clerk, as the case may be, shall notify the attorney
11 general thereof and shall furnish him with copies of all
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12 papers relating thereto, and the attorney general, within
13 two months thereafter, shall examine every such case,
14 and if satisfied that there is cause, he shall in the name
15 of the commonwealth institute appropriate civil pro-
-16 ceedings or refer the case to the proper district attorney for
17 such action as may be appropriate in the criminal courts.

1 Section 9. Section fifty-seven of chapter fifty-six of
2 the General Laws is hereby repealed.

1 Section 10. Section sixty-six of said chapter fifty-
-2 six is hereby amended by striking out, in the first and
3 second lines, the words “law relating to corrupt practices
4 in elections” and inserting in place thereof the words:
5 chapter fifty-five, —so as to read as follows: Section
6 66. Violation of any provision of chapter fifty-five,
7 the punishment for which is not specifically provided,
8 shall be punished by imprisonment for not more than
9 one year or by a fine of not more than one thousand

10 dollars.

1 Section 11. Section sixty-six of said chapter fifty-
-2 six shall be construed to provide a penalty for the viola-
-3 tion of any provision of section four of chapter fifty-five
4 of the General Laws.




