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By Mr. Atwood of Boston, petition of Harrison H. Atwood for

legislation defining criminal syndicalism and sabotage, proscribing
certain acts and methods in connection therewith and providing
penalties therefor. Judiciary (Joint). Sept. 22, 1927.

In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Twenty-Eight.

An Act defining Criminal Syndicalism and Sabotage,
proscribing Certain Acts and Methods in Connection
therewith and in Pursuance thereof and providing
Penalties and Punishments therefor.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Repre-
sentatives in General Court assembled, and by the
authority of the same, as follows:

1 Section 1. The term “criminal syndicalism” as
2 used in this act is hereby defined as any doctrine or
3 precept advocating, teaching or aiding and abetting
4 the commission of crime, sabotage (which word is
5 hereby defined as meaning willful and malicious
6 physical damage or injury to physical property), or
7 unlawful acts of force and violence or unlawful methods
8 of terrorism as a means of accomplishing a change in
9 industrial ownership or control, or effecting any po-

-10 litical change.

1 Section 2. Any person who:
2 1. By spoken or written words or personal conduct
3 advocates, teaches or aids and abets criminal syndi-
-4 calism or the duty, necessity or propriety of com-
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5 mitting crime, sabotage, violence or any unlawful
6 method of terrorism as a means of accomplishing a
7 change in industrial ownership or control, or effecting
8 any political change; or
9 2. Willfully and deliberately by spoken or written

10 words justifies or attempts to justify criminal syndi-
-11 calism or the commission or attempt to commit crime,
12 sabotage, violence or unlawful methods of terrorism
13 with intent to approve, advocate or further the doc-
-14 trine of criminal syndicalism; or
15 3. Prints, publishes, edits, issues or circulates or
16 publicly displays any book, paper, pamphlet, docu-
-17 ment, poster or written or printed matter in any other
18 form, containing or carrying written or printed ad-
-19 vocacy, teaching, or aid and abetment of, or advising,
20 criminal syndicalism; or
21 4. Organizes or assists in organizing, or is or know-
-22 ingly becomes a member of, any organization, society,
23 group or assemblage of persons organized or assembled
24 to advocate, teach or aid and abet criminal syndical-
-25 ism; or
26 5. Willfully by personal act or conduct, practises
27 or commits any act advised, advocated, taught or

28 aided and abetted by the doctrine or precept of crimi-
-29 nal syndicalism, with intent to accomplish a change in
30 industrial ownership or control, or effecting any
31 political change;
32 Is guilty of a felony and punishable by imprison-
-33 ment in the state prison not less than one nor more
34 than fourteen years.

1 Section 3. If for any reason any section, clause
2 or provision of this act shall by any court be held
3 unconstitutional then the legislature hereby declares



1928.] HOUSE — No. 49. 3

4 that, irrespective of the unconstitutionality so de-
-5 termined of such section, clause or provision, it would
6 have enacted and made the law of this state all other
7 sections, clauses and provisions of this act.

1 Section 4. This act shall take effect upon its
2 passage.




