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By Mr. Fitzgerald of Boston, petition of M. A. O’Brien, Jr., relative
to the statement and record of age in connection with the registra-
tion of women as voters and the listing of women by assessors and
others. Election Laws. Oct. 22, 1927.

In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Twenty-Eight.

An Act relative to Information as to the Age of Persons
in Connection with Certain Lists prepared by As-
sessors and Listing Boards and the Registration of
Voters.

1 Section 1. Section four of chapter fifty-one of the
2 General Laws, as amended by section four of chapter
3 one hundred and thirty-one of the acts of nineteen
4 hundred and twenty-three, is hereby further amended
5 by striking out, in the sixth line, the word “age,”
6soas toread as follows: Section 4- Except as other-
-7 wise provided by law, the assessors, assistant as-
-8 sessors, or one or more of them, shall annually, in
9 April or May, visit every building in their respective

10 cities and towns and, after diligent inquiry, shall make
11 true lists containing, as nearly as they can ascertain,
12 the name, occupation, and residence on April first in
13 the current year, and the residence on April first in the
14 preceding year, of every male person twenty years of
15 age or older, residing in their respective cities and
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16 towns, liable to be assessed for a poll tax, and of
17 soldiers and sailors exempted from the payment of a
18 poll tax under section five of chapter fifty-nine; and,
19 except in cities and towns having listing boards, shall
20 also make true lists containing the same facts relative
21 to every woman twenty years of age or older residing
22 in their respective cities and towns.
23 Any inmate of the soldiers’ home in Chelsea shall
24 have the same right as any other resident of that city
25 to be assessed and to vote therein.
26 The assessors shall, upon the personal application of
27 an assessed or listed person for the correction of any
28 error in their original lists, and whenever informed
29 of any such error, make due investigation, and, upon
30 proof thereof, correct the same on their books. When
31 informed of the omission of the name of a person who
32 is averred to have lived in the city or town on April
33 first in the current year, and to have been assessed,
34 or listed as provided in this section, there in the pre-
-35 ceding year, they shall make due investigation, and,
36 upon proof thereof, add the name to their books, and,
37 except in cities and towns having listing boards, give
38 immediate notice thereof to the registrars of voters.
39 They shall preserve for two years all applications,
40 certificates and affidavits received by them under this
41 section.

1 Section 2. Section seven of said chapter fifty-one,
2 as amended by section seven of said chapter one hun-
-3 dred and thirty-one, is hereby further amended by
4 striking out, in the seventh line, the word “, age,”
5 so as to read as follows: Section 7. Except in
6 cities and towns having listing boards, the assessors
7 shall name or designate in such street lists all build-
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8 ings used as residences, in their order on the street
9 where they are located, by giving the number or other

10 definite description of each building so that it can be
11 readily identified, and shall place opposite to or under
12 each number or other description of a building the
13 name and occupation of every person residing therein
14 on April first of the current year who is listed under
15 section four, and his residence on April first of the pre-
-16 ceding year.

1 Section 3. Said chapter fifty-one is hereby further
2 amended by inserting after section seven the following
3 new section:
4 Section 7A. Listing boards shall not include in
5 lists prepared by them under the provisions of any
6 special law the age of any person, notwithstanding any
7 requirements to the contrary contained in such
8 special law.

1 Section 4. Section thirty-six of said chapter
2 fifty-one, as amended by section one of chapter two
3 hundred and nine of the acts of nineteen hundred and
4 twenty-one, is hereby further amended by striking
5 out, in the seventh line, the word "age,” and by
6 striking out, in the form at the end thereof, the head-
-7 ing “Age”, so as to read as follows: Section 36.
8 They shall keep in general registers, records ofall persons
9 registered as qualified to vote in the city or town. They

10 shall enter therein the name of every such voter written
11 in full, or instead thereof the surname and first
12 Christian name or that name by which he is generally
13 known, written in full, and the initial of every other
14 name which he may have, and also his place of birth
15 and residence on April first preceding or at the time
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16 of becoming an inhabitant of the city or town after
17 said day, the date of his registration and his residence
18 at such date, his occupation and the place thereof,
19 the name and location of the court which has issued
20 to him letters of naturalization and the date thereof,
21 if he is a naturalized citizen, and any other particulars
22 necessary to identify him fully. Except in Boston, the
23 general registers shall have uniform headings in sub-
-24 stantially the following form, and blank books suitable
25 for the purpose shall be provided at cost by the state
26 secretary to registrars applying therefor:

1 Section 5. Section forty-four of said chapter
2 fifty-one, as amended by chapter one hundred and

.
3 sixty-six of the acts of nineteen hundred and twenty-

-4 two, is hereby further amended by inserting after

5 the word “memory” in the seventh line the following
6 new sentence: No applicant for registration shall be

7 required to state his exact age, and his qualifications
8 of a voter as to age shall be sufficiently established if

9 he states that he is twenty-one years of age or older,

10 or that he will on or before the day of the next elec-

-11 tion or town meeting be twenty-one years of age,

12 so as to read as follows; Section 44- The regis-



HOUSE —No. 77.1928.] 5

13 trars shall examine on oath an applicant for registra-
-14 tion relative to his qualifications as a voter, and shall,
15 unless he is prevented by physical disability, or unless
16 he had the right to vote on May first, eighteen hun-
-17 dred and fifty-seven, require him to write his name in
18 the general register and to read in such manner as to
19 show that he is neither prompted nor reciting from
20 memory. No applicant for registration shall be re-
-21 quired to state his exact age, and his qualifications of
22 a voter as to age shall be sufficiently established if he
23 states that he is twenty-one years of age or older, or
24 that he will on or before the day of the next election
25 or town meeting be twenty-one years of age. Hegis-
-26 trars shall be provided by the state secretary with a
27 copy of the constitution of the commonwealth printed
28 in English on uniform pasteboard slips, each contain-
-29 ing five lines of said constitution printed in type of a
30 size not less than twenty-four point, and with a box so
31 constructed as to conceal them from view. The
32 registrars shall place said slips in the box, and shall
33 require each applicant to draw one of said slips from
34 the box and read aloud, in full view and hearing of
35 the registrars, the five lines printed thereon. Each
36 slip shall be returned to the box immediately after
37 the test is finished, and the contents of the box shall
38 be shaken up by a registrar before another drawing
39 is made. No person failing to read the constitution
40 as printed on the slip thus drawn shall be registered
41 as a voter. The registrars shall keep said slips in
42 said box at all times. The state secretary shall upon
43 request provide new slips to replace those worn out or
44 lost.








