
HOUSE No. 130

Accompanying the fifth recommendation of the Commissioner of
Corporations and Taxation (House, No. 125). Taxation. Dec. 8,
1927.

In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Twenty-Eight.

An Act relative to Books, Lists, Tables and Returns of
Assessors.

1 Section 1. Section forty-three of chapter fifty-
-2 nine of the General Laws is hereby amended by strik-
-3 ing out in the third line after the word “manner” the
4 words “In separate columns the valuation of the
5 stock in trade of each person, the number and value of
6 his livestock and the valuation of machinery used in
7 manufacture. In another column, marked ‘All other
8 ratable estate’, the aggregate valuation of all other
9 personal estate shall be entered.”, and inserting in

10 place thereof the words: In the columns provided
11 in the book or books furnished under section forty-

-12 five shall be entered the respective portion of the
13 valuation of the personal property of each person or
14 corporation indicated by the heading of each of said
15 columns., —so as to read as follows: Section 43.
16 The assessors shall make, on the books furnished un-
-17 der section forty-five, a list of the valuation and the

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Repre-
sentatives in General Court assembled, and by the
authority of the same, as follotvs:
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18 assessment thereon, in the following manner: In the
19 columns provided in the book or books furnished
20 under section forty-five shall be entered the respective
21 portion of the valuation of the personal property of
22 each person or corporation indicated by the heading
23 of each of said columns. The total amount of the
24 taxable personal property shall be shown, but without
25 other detail or specification than is provided herein.
26 Before the taxes are committed for collection they
27 shall deposit the books, or an attested copy thereof,
28 in their office or, if there is no office, with their chair-
-29 man, for public inspection.

1 Section 2, Section forty-five of said chapter fifty-
-2 nine, as amended by section eleven of chapter three
3 hundred and forty-three of the acts of nineteen hun-
-4 dred and twenty-five, is hereby further amended by
5 inserting after the word “form” in the fifth line the
6 words: or in such other form as the commissioner
7 shall from time to time determine, —by inserting
8 after the word “city” in the sixth line the words:
9 or town, and by inserting after the word “city”

10 in the eighth line the words: or town, so as to
11 read as follows: Section 45. The commissioner shall
12 provide each city and town, on or before April first
13 annually, suitable books for the use of the assessors
14 in the assessment of taxes, which shall contain blank
15 columns, with uniform headings for a valuation list,
16 and blank tables for aggregates, in the following form
17 or in such other form as the commissioner shall from
18 time to time determine; provided, that in lieu of the
19 valuation list provided for in this section and the pre-
-20 ceding two sections, the assessors of any city or town
21 may, with the assent of the commissioner, prepare a
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22 valuation list upon books furnished by the city or
23 town and in such form as the commissioner shall ap-
-24 prove, and that, for the separate listing of poll taxes
25 under section four of chapter sixty, such portion of
26 the books furnished by the commissioner as he shall
27 determine may contain only the first three columns
28 of said form.

1 Section 3. Section forty-six of said chapter fifty-
-2 nine is hereby amended by striking out, beginning
3 with the third line and ending with the ninth line,
4 the following words “Stock in trade shall include all
5 goods, wares and merchandise at home or abroad, of
6 ratable estate, whether paid for or otherwise. Ma-
-7 chinery shall include steam engines. In cotton and
8 linen factories state number of spindles and looms
9 used in each. In woollen factories state number of

10 sets of cards used ineach.”,—so as toread as follows:—
11 Section J+6. The assessors shall enter in the books so
12 furnished the valuation and assessment of the polls
13 and estates of the persons assessed, as directed in the
14 headings of the various columns and as follows:
15 State the value of each building described, includ-
-16 ing therein water wheels but excluding land and
17 water power and machinery used in the building.

1 Section 4. Section forty-seven of said chapter
2 fifty-nine, as amended by section ten of said chapter
3 three hundred and forty-three is hereby further
4 amended by striking out all after the word “same” in
5 the fourth line, so as to read as follows: Section 47 ■

6 The assessors shall fill up the table of aggregates by an
7 enumeration of the necessary items included in the
8 lists of valuation and assessments, and shall annually,
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9 on or before October first, deposit in the office of the
10 commissioner an attested copy of the same.

1 Section 5. Section fifty-two of said chapter fifty-
-2 nine is hereby amended by striking out the whole
3 thereof and inserting in place thereof the following:
4 Section 52. The assessors, or other persons author-
-5 ized to assess taxes, shall, at the end of said valuation
6 list, subscribe to the following statement:
7 We, the assessors (or other persons so authorized,
8 as the case may be,) of , do severally state,
9 that the foregoing list is a full and true list of the

10 names of all persons know rn to us, who are liable to
11 taxation in , (here insert the name of the
12 city or town,) during the present year, and that the
13 real and personal estate contained in said list, and
14 assessed upon each person in said list, is a full and
15 accurate assessment upon all the property of each
16 person, liable to taxation, at its full and fair cash
17 value, according to our best knowledge and belief.
18 This statement is made under the penalties of perjury.


