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The Department of Education presents the following
recommendations for legislation as set forth in the drafts
of bills submitted to the General Court:

I. Education of Deaf Children.
The State offers educational opportunities for deaf chil-

dren at the Clarke School for the Deaf at Northampton,
Boston School for the Deaf at Randolph, Beverly School for
the Deaf at Beverly, and at day schools in Boston, Lynn
and Worcester.

The deaf child of normal mental development, if placed
in one of these schools as soon as he is of school age, can
be taught to speak and to read the lips. As a result he is
enabled to become a self-supporting citizen.

A limited number of cases of deaf children wr ho have not
had the advantages of such an education as provided by the
Commonwealth comes to the attention of the Department
each year. All deaf children are not sent to school by
parents because of disinclination to have the child away
from home. Parents in this way occasionally overlook the
best interests of the child.

The accompanying bill requires that all deaf children be
sent to a school for the deaf, or given equivalent private
instruction to be approved by the Department.

11. Travel of Municipal Officers and Employees.

The existing laws relative to the practice of municipali-
ties in paying the necessaiy traveling expenses of employees
and officials for inspectional or other business and for
attendance at professional meetings outside the municipality
are indefinite. In many towns and cities such expenses are
being paid, while in others bills are not approved.

The Attorney General, in a decision dated January 27,
1927, in reply to an inquiry, said in part:

LEGISLATIVE PROPOSALS, 1928,

.
.

. Because of the conflict of city charters and town by-laws,
in the matter of appropriations for school purposes, I cannot render
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the opinion which you desire without a careful study of every local
situation. Such a task is without the scope of my authority.

Each case must be treated upon its own merits. In the cases of
cities an opinion should be requested of the city solicitor; in towns
of town counsel.

The accompanying bill provides a uniform procedure. It
authorizes travel at public expense outside the municipality
by municipal employees and officers upon approval by the
appropriate board or committee.

111. Temporary Closing of Certain High Schools.
Existing law requires that all towns and cities of over

five hundred families shall maintain a high school which
shall be kept open for at least one hundred and eighty
days, exclusive of vacations, in each school year. Fre-
quently epidemic or other emergency makes it impossible
for municipalities to comply with the provisions of this law.

The accompanying bill gives the Department the au-
thority to exempt towns from the provisions of the above-
mentioned law in cases of epidemic or emergency.




