
Department of Public Works,
Office of the Commissioner

State House, Boston, December 2, 1927.

To the Honorable Senate and House of Representatives.

In compliance with the provisions of section 33 of chapter
30 of the General Laws, as amended by sect'on 43 of chapter
362 of the Acts of 1923, the Department of Public Works
presents herewith such portions of its annual report for the
year ending November 30, 1927 (Pub. Doc. No. 54), as
embody recommendations for legislative action, the same
being accompanied by drafts of bills to cover the legislation
recommended.

Respectfully submitted,

WILLIAM F. WILLIAMS,

No. 178HOUSE

CJ)t Commontoealth of Massachusetts

Commissioner.
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RECOMMENDATIONS FOR LEGISLATION.

1. Relative to the Obstruction of Harbors by the
Grounding of Vessels and Other Floating Struc-
tures.

This will amend section 49 of chapter 91 of the General
Laws to provide for criminal rather than civil action in cases
of intentional grounding and abandoning of vessels within
the tide waters of the Commonwealth.

2. Authorizing the City of Boston to convey a Por-
tion of Marine Park to the Commonwealth.

In connection with the dredging of the Reserved Channel
in South Boston the Commonwealth built a bulkhead en-
closing the flats adjoining Marine Park, to receive the
dredged material, which created a considerable area of filled
land now the property of the Commonwealth. The city
of Boston owns a strip of land along the original shore line
between Farragut Road and the Commonwealth Flats which
was acquired as a part of Marine Park. In order that the
Commonwealth may have an adequate entrance to its
property it is desirable to establish a new line between the
property of the city of Boston and the Commonwealth,
which involves an exchange of property requiring legislation,
inasmuch as the city of Boston cannot transfer park prop-
erty without legislative authority.

It is recommended that this authority be granted.

3. Relative to relieving the Registrar of Motor
Vehicles from Liability to Account for Certain
Shortages in the Funds of the Registry of Motor
Vehicles.

Various shortages have occurred at the Registry of Motor
Vehicles, one resulting from burglary at the branch office
in Quincy, and one supposedly by theft from the branch
office in Springfield, with other losses from various causes
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covering a period of years from 1920 to 1927, inclusive, all
as shown by the Auditor’s report of his examination of the
accounts of the Registry.

It now appears desirable that these shortages be written
off in order to save carrying them forward from year to
year with no prospect of repayment.




