
By Mr. Crowther of Fall River, petition of Thomas C. Crowther
for legislation relative to the abatement of local taxes and especially
to expediting decisions of assessors on applications for abatement.
Taxation. Dec. 14, 1927.

In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Twenty-Eight.

An Act relative to the Abatement of Local Taxes.

1 Section 1. Section fifty-nine of chapter fifty-nine
2 of the General Laws, as amended by section two of
3 chapter seventy-one of the acts of nineteen hundred
4 and twenty-six, is hereby further amended by in-
-5 serting after the word “apply” in the third line the
6 words; —in writing, and also by inserting after
7 the word “abatement” in the seventh line the follow-
-8 ing: thereof within ninety days from the filing of
9 such application. The failure of the assessors to

10 notify the applicant of their decision within ten days
11 after the expiration of said ninety day period shall
12 constitute a refusal to abate, so as to read as fol-
-13 lows: Section 59. A person aggrieved by the taxes
14 assessed upon him may, within one year after April
15 first of the year to which the tax relates, apply in
16 writing to the assessors for an abatement thereof; and
17 if they find him taxed at more than his just proportion,

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Repre-
sentatives in General Court assembled, and by the
authority of the same, as follows:
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18 or upon an assessment of any of his property in excess
19 of its fair cash value, they shall make a reasonable
20 abatement thereof within ninety days from the filing
21 of such application. The failure of the assessors to
22 notify the applicant of their decision within ten days
23 after the expiration of said ninety day period shall con-
-24 stitute a refusal to abate. A tenant of real estate
25 paying rent therefor and under obligation to pay more
26 than a moiety of the taxes thereon may apply for such
27 abatement.

1 Section 2. Section sixty-four of said chapter
2 fifty-nine is hereby amended by inserting after the
3 word “section” in the third line the words: —or
4 within one hundred and thirty days from the filing
5 of the application for abatement in case such notice
6 is not received within the time prescribed in section
7 fifty-nine, —so as to read as follows: Section 6J+.
8 A person aggrieved by the refusal of assessors to
9 abate a tax may, within thirty days after receiving

10 the notice provided in the preceding section or within
11 one hundred and thirty days from the filing of the
12 application for abatement in case such notice is not
13 received within the time prescribed in section fifty-
-14 nine, appeal therefrom by filing a complaint with the
15 clerk of the county commissioners, or of the board
16 authorized to hear and determine such complaints,
17 for the county where the property taxed lies, and if on

18 hearing the board finds that the property has been
19 overrated, it shall make a reasonable abatement and
20 an order as to costs. If the list required to be brought
21 in to the assessors was not brought in within the
22 time specified in the notice required by section
23 twenty-nine, the tax shall not be abated unless the
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24 appellate board finds good cause for the delay or un-
-25 less the assessors have so found as provided in section
26 sixty-one. No costs shall be allowed to a complainant
27 who has failed to file a list as required by law.

1 Section 3. Section sixty-five of said chapter fifty-
-2 nine is hereby amended by inserting after the word
3 “sixty-three” in the fifth line the following: —or
4 within one hundred and thirty days from the filing
5 of the application for abatement if such notice is not
6 given within the time prescribed in section fifty-nine,
7—soas to read as follows: Section 65. A person
8 aggrieved as aforesaid may, instead of pursuing the
9 remedy provided in the preceding section, but sub-

-10 ject to the same conditions, appeal to the superior
11 court for the county where the property taxed lies
12 by entering a complaint in said court within thirty
13 days from the giving of the notice required by section
14 sixty-three or within one hundred and thirty days
15 from the filing of the application for abatement if such
16 notice is not given within the time prescribed in sec-
-17 tion fifty-nine, which shall be heard and determined
18 as other court causes by the court sitting without a
19 jury.




