
HOUSE No. 258
By Mr. Fitzgerald of Boston, petition of M. A. O’Brien, Jr., that

cities and towns be authorized to make certain payments to the
families of policemen and firemen who are killed or fatally injured
in the performance of duty. Pensions. Dec. 28, 1927.

In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Twenty-Eight

An Act authorizing Cities and Towns to provide for
the Payment or Allowances of Money to the Families
or Dependents of Policemen and Firemen Killed or
Fatally Injured while in the Performance of their
Duties.

1 Section 1. In addition to all other powers now
2 granted by law, the city council of any city and
3 president and board of trustees of any village may,
4 by ordinance, provide for the payment of an allow-
-5 ance of money, to be fixed by such city council or
6 board of trustees, as the case may be, to the family
7 or dependents of any policeman or fireman em-
-8 ployed by such city or village in case he is killed
9 or fatally injured while in the performance of his

10 duties. The sum so fixed shall not exceed ten
11 thousand dollars and shall be payable only in case
12 the injury arises from violence or other accidental
13 cause and death is directly due to such cause, and
14 results within one year after such injury. Any
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Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Repre-
sentatives in General Court assembled, and by the
authority of the same, as follows:



HOUSE No. 258.9 [JAN.

15 payment made hereunder shall be for the use and
16 benefit in equal parts to the widow and minor child
17 or children of the deceased, or the minor child or
18 children if there is no widow, or the whole sum shall
19 be payable to the widow if there are no minor chil-
-20 dren, or if there is no widow or child of the de-
-21 ceased the said payment shall he made for the use of
22 the next of kin actually dependent on the deceased
23 at the time of his death; provided, that a female un-
-24} married child of full age or a male child that is
25 physically or mentally disabled, in case he or she is
26 dependent on the deceased for support at the time
27 of his death, shall be entitled to the use and benefit
28 of such fund in the same manner and to the same
29 degree as a minor child; and provided, further, that
30 nothing in this act contained shall prevent the
31 city council or board of trustees, as the case may be,
32 from making provision by ordinance for the con-
-33 servation of the money thus paid and the income
34 therefrom through the means of a duly accredited
35 national or state bank, acting as trustee of the
36 fund created thereby and making payments there-
-37 from at stated intervals to such family or de-
-38 pendents.

1 Section 2. Upon the death of a policeman or
2 fireman who is killed or fatally injured while in the
3 performance of his duty, the city or village clerk,
4 as the case may be, shall make out a certificate in
5 such form as may be prescribed by ordinance set-
-6 ting forth the facts which caused the death, to
7 which shall be appended the certificate of the at-
-8 tending physician or chief health officer of the city
9 or village, stating that such death was the result of
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10 violence or accident, and the same shall be filed with
11 the treasurer of the city or village in case the allow-
-12 ance herein provided for is to be paid out of the
13 fund set apart for that purpose, and upon the
14 presentation of said certificate payment shall he
15 made out of such fund, as the case may be, to the
16 executor or administrator of the estate of such
17 policeman or fireman, or to the bank acting as the
18 trustee for such purpose if such trustee has been
19 provided for by ordinance.




