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SPECIAL REPORT OF THE COMMISSION ESTAB-
LISHED TO COMPILE A CHRONICLE of
MASSACHUSETTS’ PART IN THE WORLD WAR

[Jan. 5,

During the year 1927 the Commission has continued the
work of collecting material for a history of Massachusetts
in the War, and for a record of the men and women from
Massachusetts who died while in the military or naval
service of the Commonwealth or the Nation.

The General Court having made an appropriation for that
purpose and granted authorization to the Commission, a
contract was made June 23, 1927, for the manufacture of
the volume, to be entitled “The Gold Star Record of Massa-
chusetts in the World War,” according to chapter 367,
Acts of 1924.

Copy has already been sent to the printer covering three-
fifths of the record. The record is in type through Hamp-
shire County. There remains yet to go to the printer copy
for Suffolk and Worcester counties, about sixteen hundred
individual records. This material will be ready for the
printer in January.

Facilities for procuring information regarding men in the
Canadian service have become better. The manuscript has
therefore received many additions. The necessity of wait-
ing for replies from Washington to inquiries concerning
cases of men in the service, especially the Navy, has necessi-
tated the withholding of manuscript from the printer longer
than was anticipated.

The Commission, through the co-operation of the Sec-
retary of the Commonwealth, has been enabled to begin
cataloguing, indexing and arranging copies of records of the
Twenty-sixth Division.

Cftc Commontoeald) of €oassacl)u,setts



HOUSE —No. 278. [Jan. 1928.9

Preparation of copy for the second volume, relating to
the history of organizations in which Massachusetts men
served, has progressed, but during the last part of the year
the services of the historian have been required in editing
the Gold Star Record and in other matters pertaining to
that record.

The Gold Star Record is arranged by counties, and by
towns listed alphabetically under counties. In order to
bring the book within the compass demanded by the ap-
propriation and yet to meet the established requirements,
each individual record has been made as concise as possible.

The Commission has frequently been called upon to give
information within the scope of its activities, and during
the past year has permitted compilers of county and town
histories to use materials already in hand. Special instances
of this are the records of men from Bristol, Norfolk, Plym-
outh and Suffolk counties. The Commission has also
been able to help in the verification of service records of
men from Brookline, Cambridge, East Bridgewater, Malden,
Newton, and other places.

The Commission also furnished the Saint Mihiel Com-
mission with a list, arranged alphabetically by organization,
of all men from Massachusetts who died in the service
during the World War.

The Commission has now over three thousand photo-
static prints of documents, diaries, letters, maps, etc.,
obtained through the co-operation of the Secretary of the
Commonwealth, as well as typed copies of many interesting
and valuable papers relating to the history of organizations
in which Massachusetts men served.
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