
HOUSE No. 372
By Mr. Halliwell of New Bedford (by request), petition of John

D. W. Bodfish that Congress be memorialized relative to an amend-
ment to the Federal Constitution to replace or modify the Eighteenth
Amendment and that Congress be given the power to regulate the
manufacture and sale of intoxicating liquors. Constitutional Law.
Jan. 9.

In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Twenty-Eight.

Resolutions memorializing the Congress of the United
States to replace or modify the Eighteenth Amendment
of the Constitution of the United States and the
Enforcement Acts relative thereto.

1 Whereas, It is the intention of the Constitution of
2 the United States to preserve personal liberty and the
3 sanctity of the home against unnecessary invasion;
4 and
5 Whereas, The eighteenth amendment and the en-
-6 forcement acts based thereon constitute such an
7 unnecessary invasion; and
8 Whereas, The eighteenth amendment is indefen-
-9 sible for being a compromise with those who had

10 large quantities in possession and desired to purchase
11 more in that it does not prohibit possession and
12 purchase as well as manufacturing, transportation
13 and sale; and
14 Whereas, The cost of attempted enforcement im-
-15 poses burdens upon the taxpayers out of all proportion
16 to any benefits conferred; and
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17 Whereas, Anything like a substantial enforcement
18 would require a state of affairs closely approaching
19 martial law and a surrender of personal liberty and
20 the sanctity of the home to unlimited search; and
21 Whereas, While the saloon has been abolished with
22 general approval, yet the eighteenth amendment and
23 the enforcement acts have failed to promote temper-
-24 ance but have increased intemperance instead and
25 resulted in a condition which is unnecessary, inde-
-26 fensible and intolerable; and
27 Whereas, The subject matter of the eighteenth
28 amendment is legislative detail rather than a state-
-29 ment of a constitutional principle; and
30 Whereas, Temperance, personal liberty and the
31 sanctity of the home would better be conserved by a
32 system under which the federal government would
33 dispense intoxicating liquor under adequate inspection
34 at reasonable cost for proper use while prohibiting
35 abuse and punishing it with even-handed, exact and
36 impartial justice; now, therefore, be it
37 Resolved, By the senate and house of representa-
-38 fives in general court assembled, that we hereby
39 request the Congress of the United States to take such
40 action as may be required to replace or modify the
41 eighteenth amendment of the Constitution of the
42 United States and the enforcement acts relative
43 thereto, and to submit to the several states for ratifi-
-44 cation an amendment to the Constitution of the
45 United States substantially as follows, namely: Con-
-46 gress shall have power to regulate and control the
47 manufacture, transportation, possession, purchase and
48 sale of intoxicating liquor. If Congress at any time
49 or to any extent fails to provide for such regulation
50 and control, then the several states may, within their
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51 respective limits, make provisions for the regulation
52 and control thereof.
53 Resolved, That certified copies of this resolution be
54 forwarded by the secretary of the commonwealth to
55 the senators and representatives of the commonwealth
56 of Massachusetts in the Congress of the United States.




