
HOUSE .... No. 688
By Mr. Hays of Boston, petition of William J. McDonald that

the cities and towns in the metropolitan district be included in the
designation “Boston” and for the co-ordination of all police and fire
departments in said district. Metropolitan Affairs. Jan. 17.

In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Twenty-Eight.

An Act including in the Designation “Boston” the
Metropolitan District, and to provide for the Co-
ordination of All Police and Fire Departments of said
District.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Repre-
sentatives in General Court assembled, and by the
authority of the same, as follows:

1 Section 1. The metropolitan district comprising
2 the following cities and towns, and the territory
3 comprising them, to wit, Arlington, Belmont, Boston,
4 Brookline, Cambridge, Chelsea, Everett, Lynn, Mal-
-5 den, Medford, Melrose, Milton, Newton, Quincy,
6 Revere, Saugus, Somerville, Waltham, Watertown,
7 Winchester, Winthrop and Woburti, shall hereafter
8 be included under the name “Boston”.

1 Section 2. Each city and town in said district
2 shall have and hold its own legal self-government, as
3 it now or hereafter may exist, excepting only the
4 police and fire departments.
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1 Section 3. The governor, with the advice and
2 consent of the council, shall appoint three police
3 commissioners for the metropolitan district, who
4 shall be citizens of said district, and who shall have
5 resided therein for at least two years immediately
6 preceding the date of their appointment. Such
7 police commissioners shall not engage in any other
8 business, and shall be sworn to the faithful perform-
-9 ance of the duties of their office before entering upon

10 the same. Said police commissioners shall be ap-
-11 pointed for a term of five years, and shall hold their
12 office until their successors are appointed and qualified,
13 and any vacancy occurring shall be filled by the gov-
-14 ernor, with the advice and consent of the council, by
15 an appointment for a term of five years. Said police
16 commissioners may be removed by the governor, with
17 the advice and consent of the council, for such cause
18 as he shall deem sufficient. Such cause shall be stated
19 in his order of removal.
20 Such police commissioners shall appoint a secretary,
21 who shall be exempt from the civil service law, who
22 shall be sworn to the faithful performance of his
23 duties, and who shall keep such records, issue such
24 notices, and attest such papers and orders as said
25 police commissioners may direct. His term of office
26 shall be five years, but he may be removed by a

27 majority of said police commissioners for such cause

28 as they shall deem sufficient. Such cause shall be
29 stated in the order of removal.

1 Section 4. The annual salary of the police com-

-2 missioners shall be eight thousand dollars each, and
3 the secretary, three thousand dollars, which shall be
4 paid in monthly installments by the cities and towns
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5 comprised in the metropolitan district, in the propor-
-6 tion of the number of police officers at this, or any
7 future time, assigned to the said cities or towns.

1 Section 5. The cities and towns shall provide all
2 such necessary accommodations for the police of said
3 cities and towns as the said police commissioners may
4 require. All buildings and property used by the
5 said police shall be under the control of the said police
6 commissioners. Said police commissioners may em-
-7 ploy such clerks, stenographers and other employees
8 as may be deemed necessary for the proper perform-
-9 ance of the duties of their office. All expenses for the

10 maintenance of buildings, the pay of the police clerks,
11 stenographers, and other employees, and all incidental
12 expenses incurred in the performance of the duties
13 of said commissioners, or in the administration of said
14 police, shall be paid by the cities and towns com-
-15 prising the said metropolitan district, upon the requi-
-16 sition of the said police commissioners may employ
17 such legal assistance as they may deem necessary in
18 the performance of their duties, and may incur ex-

-19 penses therefor to an amount not exceeding three
20 thousand dollars in any municipal year, which ex-
-21 pense shall be paid by the cities and towns comprising
22 said metropolitan district upon the requisition of said
23 police commissioners, in the proportions hereinbefore
24 set forth.

1 Section 6. The police commissioners shall have
2 authority to appoint, establish and organize the police
3 of said cities and towns, appoint a superintendent of
4 police, a deputy superintendent of police, captains,
5 inspectors, sergeants, patrolmen clerks, and other
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6 officers, and to make all needful rules and regulations
7 for the efficiency of the police. They may from time8 to time appoint a trial board, to be composed of three9 captains of police, one of whom shall be selected from10 the city or town in the metropolitan district to which11 the officer complained against shall at the time of

12 such complaint be assigned to duty, to hear the evi-
-13 dence in such complaint against members of the force
14 as the commissioners may deem advisable to refer to
15 said board. Said trial board shall report its findings
16 to the said commissioners, who may review the same
17 and take such action thereon as they may deem ad-
-18 visable. All licenses issued by said police commis-
-19 sioners shall be signed by the full board and recorded
20 in their office.

1 Section 7. The police commissioners shall have
2 charge and control of the members of the park police
3 of the cities and towns comprising the metropolitan
4 district, of the officers appointed as department police
5 for the Faneuil hall markets, and all other markets
6 within the limits of the said cities and towns, and of
7 the police employed by the Boston water board within
8 the limits of the city of Boston, and they shall be
9 considered as regular police officers of the cities and

10 towns comprising said district.
11 The said commissioners shall appoint and have
12 charge of all police for service in the parks, markets
13 and grounds of the cities and towns used for the
14 purposes of water supply, and of all other depart-

-15 ment police of said cities and towns, the same as all
16 other regular officers of said cities and towns. The
17 age of any applicant for appointment on the park
18 police or grounds used in the said cities and towns for
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19 the purpose of its water supply shall constitute no
20 disqualification if such applicant is an honorably
21 discharged veteran who served in the army or navy
22 of the United States in the war of the rebellion, or
23 any other war of the United States, and is otherwise
24 qualified to perform the duties of said position.

1 Section 8. The said police commissioners may
2 at any time, subject to removal by them at their
3 pleasure, designate some member of the police force
4 to be acting police commissioners.
5 In case of the absence or disability of the police
6 commissioners, without having designated any acting
7 commissioners, the superintendent of police, or, in
8 case of his absence or disability, the next ranking
9 officer, or, where there are two such officers of equal

10 rank, the senior officer in date of appointment, shall
11 be acting commissioner while such absence or disability
12 continues. An acting police commissioner shall re-
-13 ceive no extra compensation for services as such.

1 Section 9. The members of the Boston police
2 force, including reserve police officers, in office when
3 the said commissioners were first appointed, shall
4 continue to hold their several offices until removed or
5 placed on the retired list by the said police commis-
-6 sioners in accordance with law; and the rules and
7 regulations of the former board of police for the said
8 city shall continue in force until otherwise ordered by
9 said police commissioners.

10 All police officers now in office or appointed by said
11 police commissioners shall have and exercise within
12 the limits of said city all the powers conferred by law
13 upon constables, except in relation to the service of
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14 civil process, and all the powers conferred upon the
15 police as watchmen.

1 Section 10. Except as authorized by the mayors
2 of the cities, and selectmen of the towns, within said
3 metropolitan district, and except as authorized by
4 section thirty-two of chapter fifty-four of this con-
-5 solidation and section nine of this chapter, said com-
-6 missioners shall not appoint any greater number of
7 patrolmen than the board of police of the said cities
8 and towns was, on the first day of June in the year
9 nineteen hundred and six, authorized to appoint, nor

10 shall the pay of the members of the police force
11 other than the said police commissioners and superin-
-12 tendent of police be increased or diminished, except
13 by the concurrent action of said mayors, selectmen,
14 and said police commissioners. The police com-
-15 missioners may, without such concurrent action, fix
16 the salary of the superintendent of police, which shall
17 not exceed five thousand dollars per annum.

1 Section 11. The police commissioners may, upon
2 an emergency or apprehension of riot, tumult, mob,
3 insurrection, pestilence or invasion, appoint as many
4 special patrolmen, without pay, from among the
5 citizens, as they may deem desirable. During the
6 service of any special patrolman authorized as afore-
-7 said, he shall possess all the powers and privileges, and
8 perform all the duties that may be by orders, rules and
9 regulations, from time to time prescribed.

1 Section 12. In case of tumult, riot or violent
2 disturbance of public order, the mayors of the said
3 cities and the selectmen of said towns, comprising
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4 the metropolitan district, shall have, as the exigency
5 in their judgment may require, the right to assume
6 control for the time being of the police of said cities
7 or towns; but before assuming such control they shall
8 issue their proclamation to that effect, and it shall be
9 the duty of the police commissioners to execute all

10 orders promulgated by them for the suppression of
11 such tumult and the restoration of such order.

1 Section 13. Said police commissioners shall an-
-2 nually, in the month of December, make a report to
3 the governor. The records of said police commis-
-4 sioners shall at all times be open to the inspection of
5 the governor, the mayors of the cities, and the select-
-6 men of the towns, comprising said metropolitan dis-
-7 trict, and of such persons as may be designated by
8 any of them.

1 Section 14. The governor, with the advice and
2 consent of the council, shall appoint three fire com-
-3 missioners, residents of the metropolitan district, to be
4 known as the metropolitan fire commissioners, which
5 commissioners shall control all of the fire department
6 of the cities and towns, and shall have full authority
7 over the same. The chief of the Boston fire depart-
-8 ment shall be the chief of all departments, and the
9 chief of the fire departments in the cities and towns

10 within the metropolitan district, shall be deputy
11 chiefs for the portion of the district covered by the
12 territory of the respective cities and towns by which
13 the said deputy chiefs have been appointed. The
14 fire department personnel and the chiefs and deputy
15 chiefs of the departments in the said cities and towns
16 shall be appointed, organized and constituted in the
17 manner now existing in said towns and cities.
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1 Section 15. The governor, with the advice and
2 consent of the council, shall appoint three fire com-
-3 missioners, resident of the metropolitan district, to
4 be known as the metropolitan fire commissioners, who
5 shall be citizens of said district, and who shall have
6 resided therein for at least two years immediately
7 preceding the date of their appointment. Such fire
8 commissioners shall not engage in any other business
9 and shall be sworn to the faithful performance of the

10 duties of their office before entering upon the same.
11 Said fire commissioners shall be appointed for a term
12 of five years, and shall hold their office until their
13 successor is appointed and qualified, and any vacancy
14 occuring shall be filled by the governor, with the
15 advice and consent of the council, by an appointment
16 for a term of five years. Said fire commissioners may
17 be removed by the governor, with the advice and
18 consent of the council, for such cause as he shall deem
19 sufficient. Such cause shall be stated in his order of
20 removal. Such fire commissioners shall appoint a
21 secretary, who shall be exempt from the civil service
22 law, who shall be sworn to the faithful performance
23 of his duties, and who shall keep such records, issue
24 such notices, and attest such papers and orders as
25 the said fire commissioners may direct. His term of
26 office shall be for five years, but he may be removed
27 by a majority of the said fire commissioners for such
28 cause as they shall deem sufficient. Such cause shall
29 be stated in the order of removal.

1 Section 16. The annual salary of the fire com-
-2 missioners shall be six thousand dollars each, and of
3 the secretary, three thousand dollars, and shall be
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4 paid in monthly installments by the cities and towns
5 comprised in the metropolitan district in the propor-
-6 tion of the number of firemen at this or any future
7 time employed in the fire departments of said cities and
8 towns. Said fire commissioners shall have authority
9 to direct the operations of all fire departments within

10 the district, and may order the fire departments of
11 any cities or towns in the said district to co-operate
12 in the case of emergency. They shall have the general
13 supervision of the fire departments of all the cities and
14 towns, and may institute, and establish all rules for
15 the co-operation of all said fire departments. The
16 fire department personnel, the chiefs and deputy
17 chiefs of the departments in said cities and towns,
18 shall be appointed, organized and constituted in the
19 manner now existing in said cities and towns. The
20 chief of the Boston fire department shall be the chief
21 of all departments, and the chiefs of the fire depart-
-22 ments in the cities and towns within the metropolitan
23 district shall be deputy chiefs with authority in the
24 portion of the district covered by the territory of
25 their respective cities and towns by wdiich the said
26 deputy chiefs have been appointed.

1 Section 17. The said fire commissioners shall
2 annually, in the month of December, make a report
3 to the governor of their doings. The records of the
4 fire commissioners shall at all times be open to the
5 inspection of the governor, the mayors of the cities,
6 and the selectmen of the towns comprising the metro-
-7 politan district, and to such persons as may be desig-
-8 nated by any of them.
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1 Section 18. All laws and portions of laws incon-
-2 sistent with the provisions of this bill are hereby
3 repealed.

1 Section 19. This act shall take effect upon its
2 passage.






