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COMMUNICATION FROM THE DIVISION OF
METROPOLITAN PLANNING RECOMMEND-
ING A CONNECTING LINK BETWEEN THE
COTTAGE FARM BRIDGE AND THE
RIVER WAY IN BOSTON.

[Presented by the Speaker, under House Rule 39. Joint Rule 15
suspended. Referred to committee on Metropolitan Affairs. March 5.

Division or Metropolitan Plannin
44 School Street, Boston, February 28, 19:

To the Honorable Senate and House of Representatives in General Cou
Assembled

Gentlemen : Commenced after several years of
discussion and legislation, the new Cottage Farm Bridge,
with the underpass of Bay State Road under the bridge
and under the Grand Junction Branch of the Boston &

Albany Railroad, is nearing completion and traffic will
probably cross the bridge during the summer.

This bridge is an important link in a cross-town
thoroughfare of which the Northern Artery and the
Memorial Drive along the Cambridge bank of the
Charles River form the principal northerly tributaries,
and the Boston Park System with its Jamaica Plain
Parkway leading to the Southern Artery and to the
Providence road form the main southern connections.
If the large expenditures made for the Cottage Farm
Bridge are to have their full usefulness, it is of the utmost
importance that a suitable connecting link be had
between the southerly terminus of the bridge at Com-
monwealth Avenue and the Jamaica Plain Parkway.
The route which the Division feels is the most suitable
is one which goes diagonally across the main line of the
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Boston & Albany Railroad and private property to
Mountfort Street opposite Carleton Street, Brookline,
thence along Mountfort Street to Audubon Road, and
thence along Audubon Road to the Jamaica Plain
Parkway.

It is our feeling that the short connecting link from
Commonwealth Avenue to Mountfort Street should be
constructed as a part of the approach to the bridge,
and accompanying this report we submit a bill covering
the construction of that approach. If this approach is
built, it will be desirable for Brookline to make a widen-
ing of Mountfort Street as far as St. Mary’s Street, and
for Boston to widen one block of Mountfort Street, for
which it already owns substantially all the land, and
eventually one block of Audubon Road. The balance
of Audubon Road is sufficiently wide and will not need
further improvement.

The plan submitted by the Division has the approval
of the selectmen of Brookline, and the town will make the
necessary widening of Mountfort Street.

This matter was discussed fully with the Brookline
officials in December, and following such conference the
selectmen submitted a bill similar to the recommenda-
tion of the Division accompanying this report. For
technical reasons, we understand the bill could not be
admitted when presented by the selectmen. Accordingly
the Division now makes a specific recommendation and
hopes that the Legislature will admit the accompanying
bill for consideration at the present session.

Respectfully submitted,

DIVISION OF METROPOLITAN PLANNING,

Henry I. Harriman, Chairman.
A. C. Ratshesky.
Ralph S. Bauer.
Richard K. Hale.
Everett E. Stone.
Frank G. Hall.
James B. Noyes.
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In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Twenty-Eight.

An Act relative to an Approach to the Brookline Street-
Essex Street-Cottage Farm Bridge.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Repre-
sentatives in General Court assembled, and by the
authority of the same, as follotvs:

1 Chapter four hundred and ninety-seven of the
2 acts of the year nineteen hundred and twenty-one as
3 amended or affected by chapter five hundred and one
4 of the acts of said year, by chapter four hundred and
5 sixteen of the acts of the year nineteen hundred and
6 twenty-four, chapter three hundred and twenty-
-7 seven of the acts of the year nineteen hundred and
8 twenty-six, and chapter three hundred and twenty
9 of the acts of the year nineteen hundred and twenty-

-10 seven is hereby further amended by adding at the
11 end thereof the following new section:
12 Section 18. As a part of the construction of the
13 new Brookline street-Essex street-Cottage Farm
14 bridge, the commission shall construct an approach
15 thereto consisting of a street or way beginning at a
16 point on the southerly side of Commonwealth avenue
17 in the Brighton district of the city of Boston at or
18 near its intersection with Essex street, thence over
19 public or private ways and private lands and the
20 location of the Boston and Albany Railroad to a
21 point at or near the intersection of Mountfort street
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22 and Carleton street in the town of Brookline, includ-
-23 ing an extension of the bridge over the Boston and
24 Albany Railroad.
25 The commission may, on behalf of the common-
-26 wealth, take under chapter seventy-nine of the
27 General Laws or acquire by purchase or otherwise
28 such lands or rights therein as it may deem necessary
29 for the carrying out of the provisions of this section
30 and shall assess betterments therefor under chapter
31 eighty of the General Laws. Betterments received
32 shall be credited to the cost of the work.
33 For the cost of construction of the new Brookline
34 street-Essex street-Cottage Farm bridge and its
35 approaches authorized by chapter four hundred and
36 ninety-seven of the acts of the year nineteen hundred
37 and twenty-one and acts in addition thereto and in
38 amendment thereof, including the approach author-
-39 ized by this act, the metropolitan district commission
40 may expend a further sum not exceeding
41 dollars in addition to the amounts hereto-
-42 fore authorized.
43 The provisions of the preceding sections of said act
44 as amended relative to the construction, payment
45 financing, assessment of cost, and maintenance of
46 said approach shall be the same as for the said Cottage
47 Farm bridge.


