
HOUSE .... No. 1109

Executive Department .

To the Honorable Senate and House of Representative

Under the provisions of Article LVI of the Amend-
ments to the Constitution, I am returning herewith House
Bill No. 507, an Act “Authorizing the City of Boston to
Borrow and to Raise by Taxation Money for Hospital
Purposes,” with the recommendation that the bill be
amended as follows:

By striking out in Section 1, sixth line, the words “two million
dollars” and inserting in place thereof the words “three million
dollars, two-thirds of which shall be inside the debt limit”; and by
striking out in Section 1, ninth line, the words “one half” and inserting
in place thereof the words “twice the amount”.

This bill is presented in order to permit borrowing out-
side of the debt limit. The City of Boston has full power
to improve its City Hospital either from taxes within such
tax limit as may be established or by borrowing inside
the debt limit. At the present time the City has a bor-
rowing capacity inside the debt limit of over seven
million dollars. The program for which this appropri-
ation is to be made is not to be carried out all at once.
In the language of the act itself, it may borrow “from
time to time within a period of five years from the passage
of this act”. At the hearing before the Committee on
Municipal Finance, I am informed that the representatives
of the City of Boston gave no real explanation of what it
was proposed to do with the present borrowing capacity
of seven million or more within the debt limit. It seems
at least that if the State is to authorize borrowing outside
of the debt limit, complete information should be furnished
to show that the City had essential expenditures which
would absorb all or substantially all of its borrowing
capacity within the debt limit. No such information has
been offered.

ALVAN T. FULLER
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