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In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Twenty-Eight.

EXTRACTS FROM THE JOURNALS OF THE
HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES AND THE
SENATE RELATING TO THE DEATH OF
JAMES W. KIMBALL, CLERK OF THE HOUSE
FROM 1897 TO 1928.

Journal of the House, Wednesday, April 4, 1928.

Met according to adjournment, at two o’clock p.m.

Prayer was offered by the Chaplain, Reverend Harry
W. Kimball, as follows:

Cfje Commontoealtt) of Qfjassacftusetts

Almighty God, our Heavenly Father, almost daily we are reminded
that our years upon this earth are few, and that the swiftly flying
shuttle of time will soon bring to each one the end of his brief stay
here. Now, in these moments of silence, with tender hearts and
with friendly memories we recall him who during the long long years
has served this House so faithfully as its Clerk. Many there are who
must do the routine work of the world and care for its many details,
else there would be chaos; and this House owes to him who has
served it so well a debt beyond measure.

But we rejoice that, although for him the laborer’s task is o’er, we
have the faith that on earth is only the broken arc and that over
yonder must be the perfect round. For him, all the withheld com-
pletions of the life here are to be fulfilled in that great spiritual
adventure upon -which he has embarked. And so

He is not dead, this friend, not dead
But in the path we mortals tread
Got some few triflingsteps ahead

And nearer to the end;
So that you too, once, past the bend,
Shall meet again, as face to face, this friend

You fancy dead. [fi. L. Stevenson.]

God’s universe is vast enough and His love is infinite enough for
that. Amen!
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Death of James W. Kimball, Clerk of the House.
The Speaker announced the death, this forenoon, after

an illness of more than seven weeks, of James W. Kimball,
Clerk of this House; and made the following statement:

James Woolley Kimball was born in Lynn, December
17, 1858, and therefore was in his 70th year. He served

as a Page to this body in the years 1882, 1883 and 1884;
and as a Messenger in 1885, 1886 and 1887. From 1888
to 1896, inclusive, he served nine years as Assistant Clerk;
and on January 6, 1897, he was elected Clerk of the House.
His service as Clerk this being his 32nd year in that
office exceeds in length that of any other Clerk since
the adoption of the Constitution, one other having served
thirteen years and another twelve years. In 1917-19 he
also was Secretary of the Massachusetts Constitutional
Convention.

Funeral of Clerk James W. Kimball.
Mr. Bentley of Swampscott then moved that a special

committee be appointed to attend the funeral of the late
James W. Kimball, Clerk of the House, and to report
resolutions; and the motion was unanimously adopted.

Mr. Bentley then moved that, as a further mark of
respect, the House adjourn; and this motion was unani-
mously adopted by a rising vote.

Accordingly, at half-past four o’clock, the House ad-
journed, to meet to-morrow at two o’clock p.m.

Thursday, April 5, 19

Funeral of Clerk James W. Kimball
Pursuant to a vote passed at the preceding sitting, the

Speaker then appointed as the committee to attend the
funeral of the late James W. Kimball, Clerk of the House,
the following: The Speaker, Representatives Hays of
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Boston, Atwood of Boston, Bentley of Swampscott,
Torrey of Beverly, Stearns of Lowell, Edward J. Kelley
of Worcester, Donaldson of Brockton, Osborne of Lynn,
Symonds of Lynn, Martin of Marblehead, Hutchinson
of Lynn, Hale of Springfield, Baldwin of Lynn, Jones of
Peabody and Crockwell of Medford, and the Clerk’s
office assistants.

Reports of Committees.
Mr. Bentley of Swampscott, for the special committee

appointed to attend the funeral of the late Clerk James
W. Kimball, reported a resolution (printed in House,
No. 1223), which was read; and it was considered, under
a suspension of Rule 57, on motion of the same member.

Pending the question on the adoption of the resolution,
the further consideration thereof was postponed, on
further motion of the same member, until the next sitting
and specially assigned as the first item of business.

Resolution on the Death of Clerk James W. Kimball.
Pursuant to a vote passed at the last sitting, the House

proceeded to its special assignment, being the resolution
reported by the special committee appointed to attend
the funeral of the late Clerk James W. Kimball (House,
No. 1223).

The resolution was as follows:
The House of Representatives suffered a great loss in

the death, on April 4, of its Clerk, James W. Kimball,
who had served this body for more than forty-six years.
He was a page for three years, beginning in 1882; a mes-
senger for three years, beginning in 1885; assistant clerk
for nine years, beginning in 1888; and Clerk for more
than thirty-one years, beginning in 1897.

When assistant clerk, Mr. Kimball devoted himself
assiduously to the study of parliamentary practice,
mastered the details of legislative procedure, proved
himself to be an even-tempered, painstaking and accom-

Monday, April 16, 1928.

Tuesday, April 17, 1928.
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modating official, and so became a logical and the most
acceptable candidate for the higher office.

As the years of his clerkship passed, his widened ex-
perience and increasing knowledge made him an authority
on parliamentary procedure, so that he was consulted
by persons coming from every part of the Common-
wealth. When the first constitutional convention since
1853 convened here in the summer of 1917, he was elected
its secretary, without opposition.

His genial temperament and gracious manner made
friends of all who had dealings with him, and it is likely
that in even the smallest town in the Commonwealth
there is a former member of this body who regards his
passing as the loss of a friend.

We who were permitted to know Clerk Kimball during
recent years hereby record our appreciation of the
warmth of his comradeship and the sincerity of his
friendship, our recognition of his faithful service, and our
acknowledgment of our dependence upon his knowledge
and experience in legislative matters.

We pay our tribute of praise to his worth to this House,
to his character as a nobleman, to his graciousness as a
gentleman, to his faithfulness as a public servant.

To his bereaved family we extend our sympathy, and
assure them that we share their grief.

Resolved, That this report be entered upon the records
of the House, and that an engrossed copy thereof be sent
to Mrs. Kimball.

Mr. Bentley of Swampscott spoke as follows: -

Mr. Speaker; On this occasion we are gathered not to
enact laws or discuss affairs pertaining to the welfare of
the Commonwealth but by presence and speech to bear
testimony to the sterling worth of our departed Clerk,
James W. Kimball.

Our time on this representative stage is generally brief;
a few terms in an effort to serve state and constituents
and we are once more back in the ranks of labor or
business.

But what of our friend, James W. Kimball.' 1 "While
some of us were yet to open our eyes on this earth, he
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was, as he was up to a few short weeks ago, serving
efficiently the Commonwealth. Think of the hundreds
of men from all parts of this state who have sat in these
very seats, who learned to love and respect him and on
many occasions to lean on his profound and accurate
knowledge of parliamentary procedure!

He was one wT ho had always exhibited the highest
motives in his devotion to the public welfare; reliable in
his judgment; his public service was effective and its
worth to the Commonwealth can never be overestimated.

As a fellow townsman of his from Swampscott, I can
testify to the fact that he possessed in a remarkable degree
the affection and respect of his neighbors and of all who
knew him the highest proof of his worth; and I be-
lieve that I voice the heartfelt feeling of my legislative
associates when I say that we deeply regret that we are
not allowed to longer enjoy the benefit and influence of
his association.

Longfellow has said

So when a great man dies,
For years beyond our ken,

The light he leaves behind him
Lies on the paths of men.

And so I believe that today, as it will for a long time to
come, the light which radiates from the life and devoted
service of James W. Kimball shines throughout the com-
munity, serving as a beacon to guide all in the paths of
lofty and patriotic citizenship.

Mr. Hays of Boston spoke as follows
Mr. Speaker: The passing of our Clerk was to me a

personal loss. From the first day of my admission to
this body, many years ago, until he passed from us, I saw
him with great frequency and consulted him many, many
times. He was the helpful friend of every member. His,
duties were difficult, but he was always eminently fair,
always obliging. No matter how busy he was, he was
always ready to pause to assist any one of us. His advice
was valuable. He was discreet; he respected our confi-
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dences. Pie was a man of singularly even disposition. I
have never seen him cross or irritated. We shall miss him.
I believe that he always had the unanimous respect, ad-
miration, confidence, esteem, and even the love of all of
us. Mr. Speaker, he leaves a great void. I believe that
not only the members of your House but of those who
preceded us will always reverence his memory.

Mr. Atwood of Boston spoke as follow's: -

Mr. Speaker: As the senior member of this body, I feel
that I ought to say just a few words in tribute to him whose
soul has started on its journey to the stars. When I, sir,
first came into this body, in 1887, he was a messenger to
the Clerk of the House. The following two years he was
assistant clerk of the House. In all he has been a faithful,
conscientious public servant for nearly half a century.
Early he became a close student of legislative procedure
and parliamentary practice. He, sir, has not only been
the rod and the staff of almost every speaker within my
memory, but he has been the personal, helpful, sympa-
thetic friend of every member, not only of this House but
of every preceding House which did itself the honor to
elect him its Clerk.

There is little, Mr. Speaker, that I could add to that
resolution, so well written by the funeral committee. He
does leave a void; he does leave a vacancy in all our
hearts, and his memory we shall cherish henceforth while
we live.

When, musing of companions gone,
We doubly feel ourselves alone,
Something, my friends, we yet may gair
There is a pleasure in this pain:
With our friend, all is well.

Mr. Edward J. Kelley of Worcester spoke as follows:

Mr. Speaker: As the Democratic floor leader of your
House I arise at this time on behalf of the Democratic
members of your House to add our tribute of respect to
the memory of the late Clerk of this House. In the death
of Mr. Kimball, who for more than forty years was clerk
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and assistant clerk of this House, the Commonwealth has
sustained a great and irreparable loss. During the long
period of his able and distinguished service his wide and
thorough knowledge of parliamentary procedure and
practice, particularly of the rules of the General Court and
their application to the new problems constantly confront-
ing both branches thereof, were always available to all the
members of the General Court in that courteous and
kindly spirit of helpfulness that has endeared him to all
who have been his associates in the service of the Com-
monwealth. His record of public service is indeed a
wonderful monument to his memory and one that should
not and will not soon be forgotten. He did much to make
this Commonwealth of ours the leading Commonwealth
of this country. He was a powerful factor in helping to
mould the public careers of some of the great men of this
Commonwealth and of this nation, through his ever ready
willingness to help others regardless of race or creed or
political faith. Mr. Kimball is dead, it is true, but his
memory will live on. May his soul rest in peace!

Mr. Beck of Chelsea spoke as follow
Mr. Speaker: May I say just one word? lam deeply

impressed with what is going on and it brings me back
to the first Wednesday in January of the year 1902, when
I came from the city of Chelsea as a representative to
this Legislature. One of the first persons whom I met
on that day was the beloved Clerk of this House, and
from that day until his passing we were good friends. I
owe to him a great deal because he was a public servant
who seemed to want to go out of his way to be of assist-
ance and help to the members of the Legislature. He
never sought anything for his own personal gain. What
he wanted to do was to give service and to do what he
thought might be of special benefit to the representa-
tives in order that their duties might fall upon them
more lightly than otherwise. In the passing of James
Moolley Kimball a place is left that to my mind cannot
be filled in the memory of those of us who term ourselves
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the old-timers, because our affection for him was such
that it does not seem as though there is anybody else to
take his place. In offering my little word of appreciation
I think it is no more than what I ought to do for one
who has been so loyal not only to me but to the hundreds
and hundreds of members of the Legislature who have
served during his long years of service.

The resolution then was adopted unanimously by a
rising vote.

JoCRNAL OF THE SENATE, MONDAY, April 9, 1928.

Resolutions on the Death of James W. Kimball, Clerk of
the House of Representatives.

Mr. Bliss presented resolutions on the death of James
Woolley Kimball (Senate, No. 309); and they were con-
sidered forthwith, under a suspension of the rule, moved
by Mr. Wells (Mr. Moran being in the Chair).

After remarks by President Wells, the resolutions
were unanimously adopted, by a rising vote.

The resolutions were as follows: -

Resolved, That in the death of James Woolley Kimball,
for over forty years Clerk or Assistant Clerk of the House
of Representatives, the Commonwealth of Massachusetts
has sustained a loss that is irreparable. During the long
period of his able and distinguished service, his wide and
thorough knowledge of parliamentary procedure and
practice, and particularly the rules of the Massachusetts
General Court and their application to the new problems
constantly confronting both branches thereof, were al-
ways available to both Representatives and Senators in
that courteous and kindly spirit of helpfulness that has
endeared him to all who have been his associates in the
service of the Commonwealth. It is in no coldly official
sense that these resolutions of respect and affection
are adopted by the Senate. The members of the Senate
not only record their respect as Senators to his great
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worth and ability, but over three-fourths of its member-
ship, by reason of former service in the House of Repre-
sentatives, can testify to that personal regard and affec-
tion springing from a more intimate association in the
legislative branch to which he devoted his life.

Resolved, further, that these resolutions be spread upon
the records of the Senate and that a copy thereof be
transmitted to his bereaved family.








