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Executive Department .

To the Honorable Senate and House of Representatives:

I am herewith returning, without my approval, Senate
No. 335, entitled “An Act Relative to the Disposition of
Motor Vehicles Seized and Held to be Containers or Im-
plements of Sale of Intoxicating Liquor Contrary to
Law.”

This bill provides that when a motor vehicle has been
seized by the police, has been held by the court to be a
“container or implement of sale of liquor contrary to
law,” forfeited to the Commonwealth, and sold, the
officer making the sale “shall pay all liens, according to
their priorities.” It provides, in other words, that in-
dividuals having a lien upon such a vehicle shall be
paid out of the proceeds of the sale. Offhand this may
seem to be a very reasonable provision. It may seem
unjust to have an individual holding a lien on a motor
vehicle lose his property because the owner employs
the automobile for the illegal transportation of liquor.
This bill, however, would in the opinion of the Com-
missioner of Public Safety result in making him an
agent to sell motor cars for convicted law breakers.

With this law on the books, no violator of the prohi-
bition law would probably be so unwise as to drive an
automobile not amply covered by liens held by his
friends, so that if the vehicle should be seized and sold
all amounts received would be paid to his friends, who
would in turn pay them to him. This bill would deprive
the police of their most effective weapon in enforcing
prohibition, which weapon consists in the threat of
serious financial loss to the law breaker through the
seizure and forfeiture of his automobile.
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While the present law may occasionally work a hard-
ship on an innocent lien-holder, it is far preferable on
grounds of public policy to the situation which would
exist if this bill were law. Any man who loans money
on a motor vehicle can protect himself by investigating
the character of the individual to whom money is loaned.
If he does not protect himself by adequate investiga-
tion, he should not complain if the vehicle is seized and
forfeited.

Prohibition is at best difficult to enforce. We should
provide the enforcement officers with additional weapons,
not strike from their hands the weapons which they have.

ALVAN T. FULLER.






