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Executive Department .

To the Honorable Senate and House of Representative

I am herewith returning, without my approval, Senate
No. 337, being “An Act Increasing the Compensation of
Certain Court Officers in Suffolk and Middlesex Counties.”

This bill provides for increasing the annual compensa-
tion of Court Officers in the Supreme Judicial Court,
Suffolk Superior Court, Middlesex Superior Court, and the
Middlesex Probate Court from $2,484 to $2,684. The bill
also increases the salary of the Messenger of the Supreme
Judicial Court from $3,000 to $3,200, the salary of the
Messenger of the Superior Court from $3,000 to $3,200,
the salary of the Chief Deputy Sheriff of Suffolk County
from $3,360 to $3,560, and the salary of the Chief Deputy
Sheriff of Middlesex County from $3,000 to $3,200.

Court Officers receive, in addition to the present salary
of $2,484, an annual allowance of $lOO for uniforms.
Thus, ineffect, this bill provides for increasing the present
annual salaries from $2,584 to $2,784. The bill also re-
tains the existing provision that such Court Officers in
Middlesex County “shall, in addition, receive ten cents a
mile for travel out and home once a week if the dis-
tance exceeds five miles in one direction.” Court Officers
of the Superior and Supreme Court also receive by exist-
ing law a noncontributory pension equal to one-half of
the compensation received at the time of retirement,
this pension being received by any officer who, after
twenty years of service, is retired because of incapacity.

When the raises recently provided for the Boston Police
force have taken effect, patrolmen will receive annual
salaries from $1,600 to $2,100; sergeants will receive
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$2,400 and Lieutenants $2,600. The salaries provided for
Court Officers by present law are, in proportion to their
responsibilities, above those of the Boston Police.

The salaries provided by existing law for the other
officers mentioned in the bill are above the salaries paid
for comparable positions in the State service.

The salaries paid at present for the positions included
in this bill are adequate. I can see no justification for
these increases.

ALVAN T. FULLER.






