
No. 1338HOUSE

Executive Department .

To the Honorable Senate and House of Representatives:

I herewith return, without my approval, House No.
1290, entitled “An Act relative to Payments by the
Commonwealth in Case of the Death of a Member of
the General Court.”

This bill provides that if a member of the General
Court dies during a session thereof, there shall be paid
out of the treasury of the Commonwealth to his widow
or next of kin the balance of the salary to wdiich he would
have been entitled had he lived and served until the
end of such session, such payment being confined only
to cases where death occurs during a session and restrict-
ing such payment to the balance of the salary for that
particular session. Although the act will eliminate the
necessity or custom of passing bills benefiting the widow
or next of kin of deceased legislators in individual cases,
this fact of itself does not in the slightest degree influence
my opinion that payments of this nature are absolutely
indefensible.

This practice of taking public money for private uses
under the guise of charity has resulted in what is prac-
tically an indirect quasi-pension list, and the great in-
crease of these bills merits serious consideration on the
part of citizens and taxpayers.

In the year 1879, apparently for the first time, the
Legislature began the practice of granting to a widow of
a member of the Legislature who died while in office the
balance of the salary to which he would have been en-
titled had he lived to the end of the term. From this
beginning, the Legislatures have developed the practice
to such extent that such balance of salary is granted,
not only to the widow, but to almost any dependent
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relative, not only of legislators, but of any servant of the
State, from the Governor down to a page in the Legisla-
ture, or to the lowest paid clerk in one of the departments.

Thus, since 1879, the balance of the salary of a de-
ceased member of the Legislature has been granted to
his widow or executor or administrator a great many
times. The balance of salary has been granted to a
daughter, to other children, to the mother, and even to
an aunt of a Representative.

To the widow of a member the Legislature has granted,
not only the salary he would have earned, but also “cer-
tain expenses incident to his sudden death.”

Then, broadening the practice, the Legislature has
granted the balance of salary due, had the officer served,
to the widow of a Governor, to the widow of a member
of the Governor’s Council, and even to the widow of a
councillor-elect, who had not served at all, his full pro-
spective salary; to the widow of a judge of the Supreme
or Superior Court; to the widow or family of a judge of
the Probate Court; to the widow of a judge of a Munici-
pal Court in Boston; of an assistant register of probate;
of the controller of county accounts; of the superin-
tendent of the Massachusetts Reformatory; and of
bank, insurance, and railroad commissioners.

The practice of paying these quasi-pensions has be-
come so prevalent, and the pension idea has so infected
the public mind, that it may seem a bold thing to attack
the custom.

No amount of precedent, however, can excuse or legal-
ize a wrong. And these payments are clearly a wrong
and an injustice to the general taxpayer.

Upon first thought, the gift of the salary which an
official or an employee would have earned may seem to
be a kind, gracious, and benevolent act. But on the same
line of reasoning any present of money to any deserving
individual could be justified. If government is not to
become tyranny, the cardinal principle of good govern-
ment must be observed, equal rights to all men;
special privileges to none.

ALVAN T. FULLER.






