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The following-named Special Committee, pursuant to the
provisions of an order adopted by the Plouse of Representatives
on the fifth day of June, 1928, respectfully reports that:

Whereas it was on the fifth day of June, 1928, duly ordered
by the Honorable The House of Representatives of the Com-
monwealth of Massachusetts that the Special Committee which
was appointed to investigate the acts and conduct of Arthur
K. Reading during his tenure of the office of Attorney-General
of the Commonwealth be and hereby is directed to prepare
and report articles of impeachment against said Arthur K.
Reading; and

Whereas the said committee has proceeded to discharge
and perform the duties so assigned to and imposed upon it by
said order,

It does hereby and herewith and in obedience to said order
submit and report to the Honorable The House of Representa-
tives articles of impeachment preferred against Arthur K.
Reading, Esquire, Attorney-General of the Commonwealth
of Massachusetts, which said articles of impeachment have
been prepared by said committee pursuant to said order and
are reported herewith.

Respectfully submitted,

GEORGE F. JAMES, Chairman.
THOMAS C. CROWTHER.
RICHARD J. McCORMICK.
HENRY D. ROCKWELL.
CHESTER A. PIKE.
JOSEPH L. HURLEY
JOHN P. BUCKLEY.
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ARTICLES OF IMPEACHMENT PREFERRED
AGAINST ARTHUR K. READING, ESQUIRE,
ATTORNEY-GENERAL OF THE COMMON-
WEALTH OF MASSACHUSETTS, BY THE
HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES . OF SAID
COMMONWEALTH, IN ITS OWN NAME, AND
IN THE NAME OF THE PEOPLE OF MASSA-
CHUSETTS.

That the said Arthur K. Reading, Esquire, was and is
guilty of misconduct and maladministration in his office as
Attorney-General of the Commonwealth of Massachusetts:

In that the said Arthur K. Reading while holding the said
office and subject to the obligations and duties thereof was
on or about the fourth day of November, 1927, employed by
divers subsidiary corporations of the United L. A. W. Cor-
poration, organized under the laws of said Commonwealth,
and having its usual place of business at the City of Worcester
therein; and

In that the said Arthur K. Reading did, then and forth-
with in violation of the duties and obligations of his said office,
and for his own private gain and profit, enter into and accept
said employment as counsel for the said subsidiary corpora-
tions, and pursuant to the said employment the said Reading
did undertake to settle and adjust certain controversies then
existing between said subsidiaries and said United L. A. W.
Corporation and one Louis A. Wolfe, its president, which
said controversies, as said Reading well knew, did involve
alleged criminal offenses by said Wolfe committed within the
Commonwealth of Massachusetts; and
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In that the said Reading, well knowing that such allega-
tions were so involved, nevertheless did unlawfully and
corruptly and for his own private gain and profit in his said
employment undertake to settle said controversies through
suppression of investigation or prosecution of said alleged
criminal offenses, and to secure to the said Wolfe or other
parties involved immunity and protection against any crim-
inal acts by him or them committed in said Commonwealth,
for and in consideration of the payment of moneys and other
valuable properties by said Wolfe and by the said United
L. A. W. Corporation to said subsidiary corporations,
employers and clients of said Reading.

Article 2.
That the said Arthur K. Reading, Esquire, was and is

guilty of misconduct and maladministration in his office as
Attorney-General of the Commonwealth of Massachusetts:

In that the said Arthur K. Reading, while holding the said
office, and subject to the obligations and duties thereof, did,
on divers days and times between the fourth day of Novem-
ber, 1927, and the thirty-first day of January, 1928, for his
own profit and gain, and in violation of his said duties and
obligations, and by the use and abuse of the powers of said
office, intimidate, coerce and compel the said Louis A. Wolfe
to pay over large sums of money and divers valuable proper-
ties to the said subsidiary companies, employees and account-
ants of the said Reading; and

In that he did send one Mitchell, a police inspector of the
City of Boston, attached to the office and being the official
representative pf the Attorney-General, to the office of said
Wolfe in Worcester, there to require the said Wolfe at once
to communicate with the Attorney-General at his office at the
State House in Boston; and

In that he did procure, through the attendance and direction
of said Inspector Mitchell, the presence of said Wolfe in the
office of the Attorney-General in the State House; and

In that the said Arthur K. Reading, while Attorney-General
as aforesaid, by his conduct and by his conversation in his said
office, there addressed to said Wolfe, and by recital of charges
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and allegations of crime said to have been made against said
Wolfe, did intentionally and in effect threaten and intimidate
the said Wolfe, so that he, as said Reading then intended, was
induced to assent to an audit of the books of the United
L. A. W. Corporation, of Worcester, by one Pride, a public
accountant, named by said Reading; and

In that by said threats and intimidations by said Reading,
the said Wolfe, as said Reading intended, was induced to agree
to and pay over to the said subsidiary companies, large sums of
money, and to deliver shares of stock of great value to the said
subsidiary companies, clients and employers of the said Read-
ing, for their gain and profit and for that of the said Reading;
and

In that the said Reading, in his capacity and in his name as
Attorney-General of the Commonwealth, did deliver to said
accountant a letter, addressed to various Banks, signed by
said Reading, as Attorney-General, and requesting, in that
behalf, opportunity for said accountant to examine accounts
of the said Wolfe; and

In that the said Reading, while Attorney-General, as afore-
said, did bring about a settlement, with assured immunity,
thereby agreed, against criminal investigation or prosecution
respecting any controversy then pending, or actually involv-
ing any criminal transactions; and

In that the said Reading, while Attorney-General, as afore-
said, did bring about the said settlement, and the assent of the
said Wolfe thereto, through fear on the part of said Wolfe and
his advisers, that if such settlement, satisfactory to the said
Reading, was not reached, criminal proceedings would result;
and

In that the said Reading, while Attorney-General as afore-
said, did, in directing and bringing about said settlement,
agree to stifle, suppress and prevent any further inquiry or
investigation respecting alleged wrongdoings of said United
L, A. W. Corporation, or of said Wolfe; and

In that the said Reading, while Attorney-General as afore-
said, did participate, for his own gain and benefit, in the
compounding, compromising and concealment of alleged
wilful, wrongful or criminal acts committed within this
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Commonwealth, and did so protect from the operation of
the laws of said Commonwealth, alleged offenders against
their provisions:

Whereby the said Arthur K. Reading, while Attorney-
General as aforesaid, did wilfully, wrongfully and corruptly
prostitute his official power and influence, and the authority
of his said office, for the purpose of securing private benefits
to himself and his clients and employers; and

Whereby the said Arthur K. Reading brought the adminis-
tration of justice in this Commonwealth into discredit and
disrepute, and degraded and defamed the dignity, integrity
and authority of the office of Attorney-General of the Com-
monwealth of Massachusetts, and has impaired and destroyed
public confidence in the administration of that office.

That the said Arthur K. Reading, Esquire, was and is
guilty of misconduct and maladministration in his office as
Attorney-General:

In that the said Arthur K. Reading, while Attorney-
General of the Commonwealth, did wilfully, wrongfully,
and corruptly participate in and bring about and effect the
settlement of divers controversies in which he was inter-
ested as attorney for parties thereto by condonation, com-
position, adjustment and disposition without due procedure
of law of divers alleged criminal wrongs committed within
this Commonwealth and did so suppress and prevent due
inquiry, investigation and prosecution of alleged criminal
offenses in accordance with the established law7 of the Com-
monwealth, and did so wilfully, wrongfully and corruptly
prevent the administration of justice according to due process
of law in said Commonwealth, and did thereby, as herein
specified and in other w7ays, conduct himself in a manner
unbecoming and unworthy of the high position which he
held as the chief law officer of the Commonwealth, and
thereby did bring the administration of the office of Attorney-
General into contempt and disrepute.

Article 3.
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Article 4.
That the said Arthur K. Reading, Esquire, was and is

guilty of misconduct and maladministration in his office as
Attorney-General of the Commonwealth of Massachusetts:

In that the said Arthur K. Reading, then being Attorney-
General, and then being personally and financially inter-
ested in effecting a certain settlement of divers controversies
then pending between the said subsidiary corporations and
the United L. A. W. Corporation and the said Louis A. Wolfe,
did wrongfully, corruptly, and in bad faith, and for his private
gain and profit, seek to secure the assent of the District
Attorney for the middle district in said Commonwealth to a
certain agreement of settlement between said parties, there-
tofore by said Reading prepared and formulated, to the end
as intended by said Reading that by securing such assent
the parties to the said agreement would secure immunity
against criminal investigation or prosecution of or for any
criminal offenses in said Commonwealth by any of said
parties committed; and

In that the said Arthur K. Reading, then being Attorney-
General of said Commonwealth, did so represent to the said
District Attorney that he, the Attorney-General of the
Commonwealth, had prepared and approved the said agree-
ment; and

In that the said Arthur K. Reading, then being Attorney-
General, as aforesaid, and personally and financially inter-
ested in effecting said settlement as so prepared and agreed to,
in violation and disregard of his duties as Attorney-General,
and for his own private gain and emolument, did seek by the
influence of his said office to induce, and did induce, said
District Attorney to sanction the sa d agreement upon the
assurances then and there made by the said Arthur K.
Reading that he had full knowledge of the facts involved
therein, and approved said agreement, and thereby the
said Arthur K. Reading, while being Attorney-General as
aforesaid, did so bring the administration of justice in this
Commonwealth into discredit and disrepute, and degraded
and defamed the dignity, integrity and authority of the
office of the Attorney-General of Massachusetts.
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Article 5.
That the said Arthur K. Reading, Esquire, was and is guilty

of misconduct and maladministration in his office as Attorney-
General of the Commonwealth of Massachusetts;

In that on or about the thirty-first day of January, 1928,
the said Arthur K. Reading, with full knowledge that there
were charges of alleged criminal conduct made against the
officers of the said United L. A. W. Corporation and against
the said Wolfe, and that the intervention of the Attorney-
General or of a District Attorney had been requested for the
protection of persons alleged to have been injured thereby,
did nevertheless refuse to make or cause to be made any in-
quiry or investigation relating to said charges, and did, for his
own profit and gain, stifle, suppress and prevent any further
inquiry or investigation respecting such alleged wrongdoings
of the said United L. A. W. Corporation or of the said Wolfe,
and did wilfully, wrongfully and corruptly participate for his
own gain and benefit in the compounding, composition and
concealment of alleged unlawful or criminal acts committed
within the Commonwealth and did wilfully, wrongfully and
corruptly protect from the operation of the laws of the Com-
monwealth alleged offenders against their provisions, and did
thereby bring the administration of the law and the adminis-
tration of the office of Attorney-General of this Commonwealth
into discredit, distrust and ill repute and did so impair and
destroy the confidence of the people of this Commonwealth in
the administration of the laws herein.

Article 6.
That the said Arthur K. Reading, Esquire, was and is

guilty of misconduct and maladministration in his office as
Attorney-General of the Commonwealth of Massachusetts:

In that on or about the second day of June, 1927, the said
Arthur K. Reading did in his official capacity as Attorney-
General of the Commonwealth of Massachusetts seek and
obtain an interview with and ask for information from the
Honorable Nicholas Selvaggi, Deputy Assistant Attorney-
General of the State of New York, and other law officials
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thereof relative to the affairs of the Decimo Club, Inc., a
certain corporation organized under the laws of the State of
Delaware, and relative to the investigation then being con-
ducted by said officials with relation to the operations of
said Club in said State of New York; and

In that the said Arthur K. Reading did then and there
deceptively and in bad faith seek to dissuade the said law
officials of the State of New York from further investigation
of or adverse action against the said Decimo Club; and

In that the said Arthur K. Reading did withhold from said
Selvaggi and said law officials of the State of New York the
fact that he, the said Arthur K. Reading, had entered, or
was then intending to enter, the employ of the said Decimo
Club: and

In that the said Arthur K. Reading did so deceptively and
in bad faith conceal from said officials of the State of New
York that he, the said Reading, was interested as prospective
attorney for said Club in the operations of said Club; and

In that the said Arthur K. Reading did so wilfully and
wrongfully violate the obligations of good faith and of mutual
confidence that of right ought to obtain between the law
departments of the respective States, and thereby brought
reproach, discredit, dishonor and distrust upon the law
department of the Commonwealth of Massachusetts in its
relations with a like department of another State.

That the said Arthur K. Reading, Esquire, was and is guilty
of misconduct and maladministration in his office as Attorney-
General of the Commonwealth of Massachusetts:

In that the said Arthur K. Reading while Attorney-General
of the Commonwealth of Massachusetts, in wilful and con-
scious disregard of the becoming relations of trust and con-
fidence that ought to obtain between the law departments of
the State of New York and of this Commonwealth did secretly
aid and advise the representatives of the said Decimo Club
in the preparation and conduct of its defence to proceedings
brought by the Attorney-General of the State of New York,
concerning which the said Arthur K. Reading in his capacity

Article 7
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of Attorney-General of the Commonwealth had conferred
with the Deputy Assistant Attorney-General of New York in
previous conferences; and

In that the said Arthur K. Reading, while Attorney-General
as aforesaid did secretly advise and aid the officers of the said
Decimo Club to transfer a large sum of money in the possession
of the Club, to wit, the sum of $300,000, then within the reach
of the process of the courts of New York, for deposit within
the Commonwealth of Massachusetts, the said Arthur K.
Reading then so intending to remove said funds beyond the
reach of any process that might be instituted by the State
of New York for a receivership or other restraining order, and
thereby did violate the obligations of good faith and of con-
fidence that of right ought to obtain between the law depart-
ments of the respective states, and thereby brought reproach,
discredit, dishonor and distrust upon the law department of
the Commonwealth of Massachusetts in its relations with a like
department of another state.

Article 8.
That the said Arthur K. Reading, Esquire, was and is

guilty of misconduct and maladministration in his office as
Attorney-General of the Commonwealth of Massachusetts:

In that on or about the eighth day of June, 1927, the said
Arthur K. Reading while Attorney-General of the Common-
wealth of Massachusetts did wilfully, wrongfully and cor-
ruptly receive and accept from the said Decimo Club the
sum of $25,000, for his own use and profit, in consideration
of his promise and assurance of official favor and protection
to be extended by him as Attorney-General of Massachusetts
to the said Decimo Club in its conduct and operations in
the Commonwealth of Massachusetts, and thereby wilfully,
wrongfully and corruptly and for his own profit and emolu-
ment brought the administration of justice in said Common-
wealth into discredit and disrepute and degraded and
defamed the dignity, integrity and authority of the office of
Attorney-General of said Commonwealth, and thereby
impaired and destroyed public confidence in the adminis-
tration of that office.
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Article 9.
That the said Arthur K. Reading, Esquire, was and is

guilty of misconduct and maladministration in his office as
Attorney-General of the Commonwealth of Massachusetts:

In that the said Arthur K. Reading while Attorney-
General of this Commonwealth was advised and informed
that the conduct of the affairs of the said Decimo Club in
the State of New York, as well as in this Commonwealth,
was a mere specious device, conducted under false pretenses
and representations of fraternal benefit to its members,
for the collection of moneys from members of said club for
the enrichment of its officials, employees, and promoters,
and was alleged and suspected to be a fraudulent enterprise,
described as another Ponzi scheme; and

In that the said Arthur K. Reading, being so advised and
informed as aforesaid, nevertheless wilfully, wrongfully,
and corruptly, and in plain and in conscious violation of his
duties and obligations to the people of this Commonwealth,
entered into the employment of said Decimo Club, and
undertook and agreed to promote its interests and activities
in this Commonwealth and elsewhere; and

In that the said Arthur K. Reading thereby wilfully,
wrongfully and corruptly failed and neglected to protect
the interests and welfare of the people of this Commonwealth,
as by his oath of office he was required to do, and thereby
wilfully, wrongfully and corruptly, and for his own profit
and emolument, brought the administration of justice in this
Commonwealth into discredit and disrepute, and degraded
and defamed the dignity, integrity and authority of the
office of Attorney-General of this Commonwealth, and
thereby impaired and destroyed public confidence in the
administration of that office, and thereby wilfully, wrong-
fully and corruptly prostituted his official power and influence
for the purpose of securing benefits to himself.

Article 10

That the said Arthur K. Reading, Esquire, was and is guilty
of misconduct and maladministration in his office as Attorney-
General of the Commonwealth of Massachusetts:
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In that the said Arthur K. Reading while Attorney-General
of the Commonwealth of Massachusetts did wilfully, wrong-
fully and corruptly receive and accept from the said Decimo
Club on or about the eighth day of June, 1927, the sum of
$25,000 for his own use and profit in consideration, as he well
knew, of his promise and assurance of his official favor and
protection to be extended by him as Attorney-General of
Massachusetts to the said Decimo Club, and to so assure to
it immunity and protection in the conduct of its affairs and
operations within the Commonwealth of Massachusetts, and
did thereby wilfully, wrongfully and corruptly receive and
accept the said payment of $25,000 as and for and in the pur-
chase of his official favor and of his protection as aforesaid,
and did thereby wilfully, wrongfully and corruptly prostitute
his official power and influence for the purpose of securing
benefits to himself.

Article 11
That the said Arthur K. Reading, Esquire, was and is guilty

of misconduct and maladministration in his office as Attorney-
General of the Commonwealth of Massachusetts:

In that the said Arthur K. Reading, on or about the eighth
day of June, 1927, and while Attorney-General as aforesaid,
did in the acceptance and receipt of said sum of $25,000 intend
to conceal, and did conceal the fact of said payment and
receipt, and did so conceal and withhold from the public, the
officials and the people of the Commonwealth of Massachu-
setts the fact that he had entered or intended to enter the
service of said Decimo Club; and

In that he participated in the further concealment of his
said employment by causing an opinion of his own to be sub-
mitted to the said Club and to be signed under the false and
intendedly false pretense that said opinion was so prepared by
one Herbert L. Barrett; and

In that the said Arthur K. Reading did further conceal the
fact of his said employment and of the receipt of moneys from
said Decimo Club, by causing other checks intended for him
to be drawn in the name of said Barrett and the proceeds to be
then remitted by said Barrett to him; and

In that the said Arthur K. Reading arranged and par-
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ticipated in fictitious and false entries in the records of said
Decimo Club, whereby the payment of said $25,000 to him
and the fact of his employment by said Decimo Club should be
concealed, whereby the said Arthur K. Reading did wilfully,
wrongfully and corruptly deceive and mislead the people and
officials of this Commonwealth with respect to his private
employment, and did so act secretly in derogation and to the
impairment of the performance of his obligations and duties as
Attorney-General of the Commonwealth of Massachusetts.

Article 12.
That the said Arthur K. Reading, Esquire, was and is guilty

of misconduct and maladministration in his office as Attorney-
General of the Commonwealth of Massachusetts:

In that the said Arthur K. Reading while Attorney-General
as aforesaid, on or about the eighth day of June, 1927, intend-
ing to conceal the fact of his employment by the said Decimo
Club, and the receipt of emolument and payment therefor,
well knowing that the said employment and the said payment
would give the appearance of a corrupt and unlawful employ-
ment and transaction by him, did arrange with the officers of
the said Decimo Club that such payment to him should be
concealed by the drawing of a check of the said Decimo Club
in the amount of $25,000 payable to one Herbert L. Barrett,
and that the said Barrett should be falsely identified as the
true payee of said check, whereon the same could be cashed
and its proceeds immediately put in the possession of said
Reading, whereby no record of the said payment to him would
appear, and whereby, as the said Reading, wilfully, wrong-
fully and corruptly intended, his employment should be con-
cealed and no record of the receipt of said moneys or of said
transaction would be disclosed; and

In that in the said concealments the said Arthur K.
Reading did wilfully, wrongfully and corruptly participate
in fictitious and false records and statements of account of
the said Decimo Club; and

In that he caused further checks, covering and intending to
cover emolument to him, to be falsely drawn in the name of
said Barrett as payee and by said Barrett cashed, the proceeds
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whereof to be transmitted by said Barrett to said Arthur KReading; and
In that an opinion prepared by the said Reading, and

purporting to be pursuant to his employment by said Decimo
Club, was in fact signed, by arrangement of said Reading,
by said Barrett and so transmitted to said Decimo Club, to
the end that thereby the employment of said Reading by
said Decimo Club should be further concealed; and

In that the said Arthur K. Reading did corruptly, wilfully
and wrongfully fail to disclose to his official associates in the
office of the Attorney-General, and to the Commissioner of
Corporations and Taxation, and to the people of the Com-
monwealth, the fact of his said employment by the said
Decimo Club, and thereby suffered his said associates and
the said Commissioner and the people of Massachusetts
to believe that he was still acting with respect to the said
Decimo Club as Attorney-General and continuing his investi-
gation thereof, and did so deceive the people of Massachusetts
and mislead them to believe that he was still acting in their
behalf as Attorney-General with respect to the operations
and conduct of said Decimo Club; and did thereby impair
and destroy public confidence in the administration of the
office of the Attorney-General of said Commonwealth of
Massachusetts; and did thereby wilfully, wrongfully and
corruptly fail and neglect to protect and safeguard the
interests and welfare of the Commonwealth of Massachusetts
and its people; and did thereby violate the obligations of
his oath as Attorney-General of said Commonwealth.

And the said House of Representatives, saving to itself,
by protestation, the liberty of exhibiting, at any time here-
after, any other articles of accusation or impeachment,
against the said Arthur K. Reading, Esquire, Attorney-
General of the Commonwealth of Massachusetts; and also
of replying to the answers which he may make to the im-
peachment aforesaid; and of offering proof of the premises
and of every part thereof, and to any other accusation or
impeachment which may be exhibited by the said House of
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Representatives, as the case may require; do demand that
the said Arthur K. Reading, Attorney-General of the Com-
monwealth of Massachusetts, as aforesaid, be put to answer
all and every of the premises, and that such proceedings,
examination, trial and judgment may be thereupon had and
given as are conformable to the Constitution and the laws
of this Commonwealth; and the said House of Representa-
tives is ready to offer proof of the premises at such time as
the Senate of the Commonwealth of Massachusetts may
order and appoint.








