
Mr. Brodbine of Revere presented a petition of the Jewish Min-
isters Hazzanim Association that Jewish cantors be authorized to
solemnize marriages. Legal Affairs. June 14.

In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Twenty-Eight.

An Act to Authorize Jewish Cantors to Solemnize Mar-
riages.

1 Section 1. Section thirty-eight, line four, of chap-
-2 ter two hundred and seven of the General Laws is
3 hereby amended by inserting and adding after the
4 word “rabbi” the words “or cantor”, so that when
5 so amended the said section thirty-eight will read as
6 follows: Section 38. A marriage may be solem-
-7 nized in any place within the commonwealth by a
8 minister of the gospel, ordained according to the usage
9 of his denomination, who resides in the commonwealth

10 and continues to perform the functions of his office; by
11 a rabbi or cantor of the Israelitish faith, duly licensed
12 by a congregation of said faith established in the com-
-13 monwealth, who has filed with the clerk or registrar of
14 the town where he resides a certificate of the establish-
-15 ment of the synagogue, the date of his appointment
16 thereto and of the term of his engagement ; by a justice
17 of the peace if he is also clerk or assistant clerk of a

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Repre-
sentatives in General Court assembled, and by the
authority of the same, as follows:
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18 town, or a registrar or assistant registrar, in the town
19 where he holds such office, or if he is also clerk or assist-
-20 ant clerk of a court, in the city or town where the court
21 is authorized to be held, or if he has been designated
22 as provided in the following section and has received a
23 certificate of designation and has qualified thereunder,
24 in the town where he resides; and it may be solemnized
25 among Friends or Quakers according to the usage of
26 their societies; but no person shall solemnize a mar-
-27 riage in the commonwealth unless he can read and
28 write the English language.

1 Section 2. Section forty of chapter two hundred
2 and seven of the General Laws is hereby amended by
3 adding and inserting after the word “rabbi” in line
4 one thereof, the following: “cantor or hazzan” so
5 that when thus amended the said section forty of said
6 chapter will read as follows: Section Every
7 justice of the peace, minister, rabbi or cantor or haz-
-8 zan and clerk or keeper of the records of a meeting
9 wherein marriages among Friends or Quakers are

10 solemnized shall make and keep a record of each mar-
-11 riage solemnized by him, or in such meeting, and of all
12 facts relative to the marriage required to be recorded
13 by section one of chapter forty-six. He shall also,
14 between the first and tenth days of the month following
15 each marriage solemnized by him, return each certifi-
-16 cate issued under section twenty-eight to the clerk or
17 registrar who issued the same; and if the marriage was
18 solemnized in a town other than the place or places
19 where the parties to the marriage resided, return a

20 copy of the certificate, or of either certificate if two
21 were issued, to the clerk or registrar of the town where
22 the marriage was solemnized. Each certificate and
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23 copy so returned shall contain a statement giving the
24 place and date of marriage, attested by the signature
25 of the person who solemnized the same or of said clerk
26 or keeper of the records of a Friends or Quaker meet-
-27 ing. The person who solemnized the marriage shall
28 add the title of the office by virtue of which the mar-
-29 riage was solemnized, as “justice of the peace”,
30 “minister of the gospel”, “clergyman”, “priest” or
31 “rabbi”, “cantor”, and his residence. All certificates
32 or copies so returned shall be recorded by the clerk or
33 registrar receiving them.




