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Department of the Attorney General

To the Honorable Senate and Hou of Representativei

Gentlemen: Under the provisions of St. 1924, c. 395
which reads as follows

Chapter twelve of the GeneralLaws is hereby amended by inserting
after section three the following new section: Section 3A. The
attorney general shall investigate all claims against the common-
wealth which may be presented to him, provided there is not any
statutory authority whereby the claimant may prosecute his claim by
suit, at law or in equity, against the commonwealth, or any other mode
of redress provided by law. To carry out the provisions of this sec-
tion he may hold hearings, take evidence, administer oaths and issue
subpoenas. If after investigation the attorney general finds that any
claimant is justly entitled to damages, there shall be paid from the
state treasury for settlement in full of such claim from such appro-
priation as may be made by the general court for the purposes of this
section such sum, not exceeding one thousand dollars on any one claim,

as the attorney general shall determine to be just and reasonable and
as the governor and council shall approve. Should the attorney
general find any claimant to be justly entitled to damages in excess of
one thousand dollars, he shall report to the general court the facts as
found by him and his recommendations relative thereto

the Attorney General hereby reports to the General Court the
facts as found by him in relation to the claims of George A.
Webster, administrator of the estate of Everett H. Webster,
late of Acton, and Harold G. Dick of Lawrence, against the
Commonwealth, brought under the provisions of said St. 1924,
c. 395. The Attorney General’s findings of fact are set forth
in the annexed document, entitled “Memorandum of Findings,”
prepared by an Assistant Attorney General under his direction
and adopted by him and hereby made his findings.

In accordance with such findings and for the reasons set
forth in said “Memorandum” at length, the Attorney General
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hereby recommends with relation to said claims that the General
Court, by appropriate legislation, provide for the payment to
the said George A. Webster, administrator, of the sum of fifteen
hundred (1,500) dollars, and to the said Harold G. Dick of the
sum of three thousand, three hundred eighty and 50/100
(3,380.50) dollars.

Upon the determination of the Attorney General under said
St. 1924, c. 395, the sum of one hundred seventy-eight and
35/100 (178.35) dollars has already been paid to William H.
Spahr, whose claim was considered in connection with the two
claims hereinbefore referred to, and is set forth in the annexed
“Memorandum,” but which, since the determination of
damages relative thereto was fixed at a less sum than $l,OOO,
the Attorney General is not authorized by said St. 1924, c. 395,
to report to the General Court.

Very truly yours,

JOSEPH E. WARNER
Attorney General.






