
Executive Department Boston, January 2, 1929.

To the Honorable Senate and House of Representatives:

In compliance with Chapter 127, Section 152, of the
General Laws, I submit herewith a report of commuta-
tions of sentences issued by the Governor, with the advice
of the Council, during the year nineteen hundred and
twenty-eight.

ALVAN T. FULLER.
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Robert E. Conlin. Conlin was sentenced on Jan-
uary 21, 1927, from the Middlesex Superior Court to
serve two and one-half to three years at the Massa-
chusetts State Prison for the offense of abortion. At a
hearing on a petition for his pardon, a number of promi-
nent citizens of Woburn, including Charles R. McCauley,
Chief of Police, appeared in his favor and substantial
evidence was presented in mitigation of the crime.
Letters were also introduced from Judge Wilford D. Gray,
who presided at the trial, and Robert T. Bushnell, Dis-
trict Attorney, recommending executive clemency. There
appeared to be a very general feeling among the citizens
of Woburn that the ends of justice had been served and
that Conlin should be released. The Advisory Board
of Pardons, after a careful consideration of all the facts,
reported unanimously recommending that the sentence
of Conlin be commuted. Whereupon His Excellency
the Governor, with the advice of the Council, commuted
said sentence from two and one-half to three years to
fifteen months to three years, and he was released on
April 25, 1928.

Frederick C. Nichols. Nichols was sentenced on
April 22, 1926, from the Worcester Superior Court to
serve a term of three to five years at the Massachusetts
State Prison for wilfully misappropriating fund’s of a
savings bank, and a fine of S5OO from and after for the
violation of .the insurance laws. At a hearing on a peti-
tion for his pardon, about one hundred persons appeared
in favor of commutation of the sentence. There was no
opposition. The petition was based on the grounds,
that the interests of justice had been served; that the
petitioner had been sufficiently punished, and that his
family was suffering and much in need of his assistance
at home. Attached to the petition were the signatures
of five or six thousand persons, largely from the city of
Fitchburg and neighboring towns, representing many
walks of life. Commutation of sentence was strongly
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urged by Emerson W. Baker, District Attorney at the
time of the trial, and Charles B. Rugg, Assistant District
Attorney now District Attorney. The Advisory Board
of Pardons, after a careful consideration of all the facts,
submitted a unanimous report recommending that the
sentence of Nichols be commuted. Whereupon His
Excellency the Governor, with the advice of the Council,
commuted said sentence from three to five years to
twenty-three months to five years, and he was released
on October 3, 1928.




