
No. 184SENATE

To accompany the petition of Joseph J. Mulhern for legislation to
expedite hearings under the provisions of the Workmen’s Compensa-
tion Act. Labor and Industries.

In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Twenty-Nine.

An Act to expedite Hearings under the Provisions
of the Workmen’s Compensation Act.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Repre-
sentatives in General Court assembled, and by the
authority of the same, as follows:

1 Section 1. Section five of chapter one hun-
-2 dred and fifty-two of the General Laws is hereby
3 amended by inserting after the word "member”
4 in the third line, the words: —or referee, so
5 as to read as follows: Section 5. The depart-
-6 ment may make rules consistent with this chapter
7 for carrying out its provisions. Process and pro-
-8 cedure shall be as simple and summary as reason-
-9 ably may be. The department or any member or

10 referee thereof may subpoena witnesses, adminis-
-11 ter oaths, and examine such parts of the books
12 and records of the parties to a proceeding as relate
13 to questions in dispute. Upon the written request
14 of the department or of any member thereof,
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15 together with interrogatories and cross-interroga-
-16 tories, if any there be, filed with the clerk of the
17 superior court for any county, commissions to take
18 depositions of persons or witnesses residing with-
-19 out the commonwealth, or in foreign countries,
20 or letters rogatory to a court in another state or
21 to a court in a foreign country, shall forthwith
22 issue from the said superior court, as in cases
23 pending therein; and upon the return of the said
24 depositions or answers to letters rogatory the
25 same shall be opened by the clerk of the court
26 issuing the commissions or letters, and the said
27 clerk shall endorse thereon the date when a
28 deposition or answer to letters rogatory was re-
-29 ceived, and the same shall forthwith be delivered
30 to the department. No entry fee shall be charged
31 in such cases. The fee for attending as a witness
32 before the department shall be one dollar and
33 fifty cents a day; for attending before a member
34 of the department, fifty cents a day; in both cases,
35 five cents a mile for travel out and home. The
36 superior court may enforce by proper proceedings
37 the provisions of this section relating to the
38 attendance and testimony of witnesses and the
39 examination of books and records.

1 Section 2. Said chapter one hundred and
2 fifty-two is hereby amended by striking out section
3 eight, and inserting in place thereof the follow-
-4 ing:
5 Section 8. Such member shall make such in-
-6 quiries and investigations as shall be deemed
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7 necessary. The hearing shall be held in the town
8 where the accident occurred or in such other place
9 as the department may designate; and the deci-

10 sion of the member, together with a statement of
11 the evidence, his findings of fact, rulings of law,
12 and other matters pertinent to questions arising
13 before him, shall be filed with the department.
14 The department may upon agreement of the
15 parties, upon application of either, or of its own
16 motion, direct or order a reference to referees in
17 the following cases:
18 (a) Personal injuries occurring beyond the
19 limits of the commonwealth under section twenty-

-20 seven.
21 (b) To try any or all of the issues in any pro-
-22 ceeding before it, whether in fact or of law.
23 (c) To ascertain a fact necessary to enable the
24 department to determine any proceeding before
25 it, or to make any order, decision or award that
26 the department is authorized to make, or that is
27 necessary for the information of the department.
28 The referee shall file his report of evidence in
29 writing within fifteen days after testimony is
30 closed, in the form prescribed by the department.
31 Upon the filing of the report of evidence by the
32 referee the member designated by the depart-
-33 ment may confirm, adopt, modify, or set aside the
34 same or any part thereof and may, either with or
35 without further proceedings, enter his decision
36 based upon the report of the referee or upon the
37 record in the case, in the same manner as though
38 the entire case had been heard by him.
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For the purpose of carrying out the provisions
of this section the department may designate not
more than three of its employees as referees.
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Unless a claim for review is filed by either
party within seven days, the decision shall be
enforceable under section eleven.
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