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To accompany the petition of George M. Kline relative to the
temporary commitment or removal of certain prisoners to institu-
tions for the insane for care or observation. Public Institutions.

In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Twenty-Nine.

An Act relative to the Temporary Commitment or
Removal of Certain Prisoners to Institutions for
the Insane for Care or Observation.
Be it enacted by the Senate and Rouse of Repre-

sentatives in General Court assembled, and by the
authority of the same, as follows:

Cbc Commontocalti) of spassaclnisetts

1 Section 1. Section one hundred and two of
2 chapter one hundred and twenty-three of the
3 General Laws is hereby amended by inserting
4 after the word “insane” the second time it occurs
5 in the fourth line, the words: —or in such mental
6 condition that his commitment to an institution
7 for the insane is necessary for his proper care or
8 observation pending the determination of his
9 sanity, ■—- so as to read as follows: Section 102.

10 The department shall designate two persons,
11 experts in insanity, to examine prisoners in the
12 state prison, the Massachusetts reformatory, the
13 prison camp and hospital or the reformatory for
14 women, alleged to be insane. If any such prisoner
15 appears to be insane or in such mental condition
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16 that his commitment to an institution for the
17 insane is necessary for his proper care or observa-

-18 tion pending the determination of his sanity, the
19 warden or superintendent shall notify one or both
20 of said experts, who shall, with the physician of
21 such penal institution, examine the prisoner and
22 report the result of their investigation to the
23 superior court of the county where such penal
24 institution is situated or to the appropriate district
25 court mentioned in the following section.

1 Section 2. Section one hundred and three of
2 said chapter one hundred and twenty-three is
3 hereby amended by inserting after the word
4 “insane” in the second line the words: —or in
5 such mental condition that his commitment to an
6 institution for the insane is necessary for his
7 proper care or observation pending the determina-
-8 tion of his sanity, —so as to read as follows:
9 Section 103. The superior court upon a report

10 under the preceding section, if it considers the
11 prisoner to be insane, or in such mental condition
12 that his commitment to an institution for the
13 insane is necessary for his proper care or observa-
-14 tion pending the determination of his sanity, and
15 his removal expedient, shall issue a warrant,
16 directed to the warden or superintendent, author-
-17 izing him to cause the prisoner, if a male, to be
18 removed to the Bridgewater state hospital, and,
19 if a female, to be removed to one of the state
20 hospitals for the insane, there to be kept until,
21 in the judgment of the superintendent and the



1929.] SENATE —No. 192. 3

22 trustees of the institution to which the prisoner
23 has been committed, he should be returned to
24 prison. Reports on the insanity or mental con-
-25 dition of prisoners in the Massachusetts reforma-
-26 tory, required by said section, may be submitted
27 to the district court of central Middlesex, and that
28 court shall have the same authority as the superior
29 court to issue the warrant for the commitment of
30 a prisoner in the Massachusetts reformatory to
31 the Bridgewater state hospital as is above pro-
-32 vided. Reports in respect to the insanity or
33 mental condition of prisoners in the reformatory
34 for women may be submitted to the first district
35 court of southern Middlesex, and that court shall
36 have the same authority as the superior court to
37 issue the warrant for the commitment of a prisoner
38 in the reformatory for women to one of the state
39 hospitals for the insane as is above provided.
40 When the superintendent and trustees determine
41 that the prisoner should be so returned, they shall
42 so certify upon the said warrant, and notice, ac-
-43 companied by a written statement regarding the
44 mental condition of the prisoner, shall be given to
45 the warden or superintendent of such penal insti-
-46 tution, who shall thereupon cause the prisoner to
47 be reconveyed thereto, there to remain pursuant
48 to the original sentence, computing the time of his
49 detention or confinement in the said hospital as
50 part of the term of his imprisonment.

1 Section 3. Section one hundred and four of
2 said chapter one hundred and twenty-three is
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3 hereby amended by inserting after the word
4 “insane” in the third and sixth lines, respectively,
5 the words: or in such mental condition that
6 his commitment to an institution for the insane
7 is necessary for his proper care or observation
8 pending the determination of his sanity, - so as
9to read as follows: Section 104■ If a prisoner

10 under sentence in a jail, house of correction, or
11 prison other than those named in section one
12 hundred and two, appears to be insane, or in such
13 mental condition that his commitment to an insti-
-14 tution for the insane is necessary for his proper
15 care or observation pending the determination of
16 his sanity, the physician in attendance shall make
17 a report thereof to the jailer or master who shall
18 transmit the same to one of the judges mentioned
19 in section fifty. If the judge finds in accordance
20 with sections twenty-four, fifty and fifty-one that
21 the prisoner is insane, or in such mental condition
22 that his commitment to an institution for the
23 insane is necessary for his proper care or observa-
-24 tion pending the determination of his sanity and
25 that his removal is expedient, he shall order the
26 removal of such prisoner, if a male to the Bridge-
-27 water state hospital, if a female to one of the state
28 hospitals for the insane, pursuant to said sections;
29 provided, that if a male prisoner has not been
30 criminal and vicious in his life the judge may order
31 him removed to one of the state hospitals. A
32 physician, other than the physician in attendance
33 at the place of detention, making the certificate,
34 shall be entitled to the compensation provided by
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35 section seventy-three. If a prisoner is recon-
-36 veyed under the following section to a jail, house
37 of correction or prison mentioned in this section,
38 he shall there remain pursuant to the original
39 sentence, computing the time of his detention or

40 confinement in the said hospital as a part of the
41 time of his imprisonment.








