
No. 275

Senate, February 27, 1929.

The committee on Bills in the Third Reading to which
was referred the Senate Bill relative to the stay of execu-
tion in capital cases pending the decision of judicial ques-
tions (Senate, No. 37), reports recommending that the
same be amended by substituting therefor a new draft
with the same title (Senate, No. 275), and that, when so
amended, the same will be correctly drawn.

For the committee,

JAMES A. TOR REY.

SENATE
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In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Twenty-Nine.

An Act relative to the Stay of Execution in Capital
Cases pending the Decision of Judicial Questions.
Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Repre-

sentatives in General Court assembled, and by the
authority of the same, as follows:

1 Section 1. Chapter two hundred and seventy-
-2 nine of the General Laws is hereby amended by
3 inserting after section forty-nine the following
4 new section;

5 Section 49A. The execution of a sentence of
G death may be stayed from time to time for
7 definite and stated periods by the supreme
8 judicial court, or a justice thereof, pending the
9 final determination of any judicial question aris-

-10 ing in or out of the case in which the sentence is
11 imposed.

1 Section 2. Section forty-five of said chapter
2 two hundred and seventy-nine is hereby amended
3 by inserting after the word “execution” in the
4 fourth line the words: —or said execution is
5 otherwise delayed by process of law, —by in-
-6 sorting after the word “respited” in the fifth
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7 line the words: —or stayed by process of law, -
8 and by inserting after the word “respite” in the
9 seventh line the words: —or stav,—• sn no to
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10 read as follows; Section 45. The sentence of
11 death shall be executed by the warden of the
12 state prison, or by a person acting under his
13 direction, within the week appointed by the
14 court, unless the governor pardons the crime,
15 commutes the punishment therefor or respites
16 the execution or said execution is otherwise de-
-17 layed by process of law. If the execution is
18 respited or stayed by process of law, the sentence
19 of death shall be executed within the week
20 beginning on the day next after the day on
21 which the term of respite or stay expires. The
22 sentence of death shall be executed upon such
23 day within the week appointed as the warden
24 elects, at some time between midnight and sun-
-25 rise; but no previous announcement thereof
26 shall be made, except to such persons as may be
07 T'lOi'rvi ihl orl -f ho nmonnl27 permitted to be present.

Section 3. This act shall take effect on the
first day of September in the current year.
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