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The committee on Election Laws, to whom was referred
so much of the recommendations of the Secretary of the
Commonwealth (House, No. 69) as relates to the filling
of certain vacancies by ward and town committees in
cases of the death or ineligibility of persons nominated
for certain offices (accompanied by bill, House, No. 71),
report the accompanying bill (Senate, No. 325).
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In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Twenty-Nine.

An Act relative to the Filling of any Vacancy
caused by the Withdrawal or Death of a Candi-
date of a Political Party nominated by Direct
Nomination.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Repre-
sentatives in General Court assembled, and by the
authority of the same, as follows:

Cl)c CommontoealtJ) of

1 Chapter fifty-three of the General Laws is
2 hereby amended by striking out section fourteen
3 and inserting in place thereof the following:
4 Section 1/+. If a candidate nominated for a

5 state, city or town office dies before the day of
6 election, or withdraws his name from nomination,
7 or is found ineligible, the vacancy, except for city
8 offices where city charters provide otherwise,
9 may be filled by the same political party or

10 persons who made the original nomination, and
11 in the same manner; or, if the time is insuf-
-12 ficient therefor, the vacancy may be filled, if the
13 nomination was made by a convention or caucus,
14 in such manner as the convention or caucus may
15 have prescribed, or, if no such provision has been
16 made, by a regularly elected general or executive
17 committee representing the political party or
18 persons who held such convention or caucus. In
19 the event of the withdrawal or death of any
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20 candidate of a political party nominated by direct
21 nomination for any office, the vacancy may be
22 filled by a regularly elected general or executive
23 committee representing the election district in
24 which such vacancy occurs, or, if no such com-
-25 mittee exists, by delegates chosen as hereinafter
26 provided by and from the members of the ward
27 and town committees in the wards and towns
28 comprising such district at a meeting to be called
29 by a delegate designated by the chairman of the
30 state committee, which delegate shall preside
31 until a chairman of such meeting is elected.
32 Each such ward and town committee shall choose
33 from its members delegates to fill vacancies as
34 hereinbefore provided, in such manner as it may
35 determine by its rules and regulations, to a
36 number not exceeding one for each five hundred
37 votes, or fraction thereof, cast therein for the
38 candidate of the party for governor at the last
39 state election, and shall forthwith notify the state
40 secretary of the delegates so chosen. If a
41 vacancy is caused by withdrawal, certificates of
42 nomination made otherwise than in the original
43 manner shall be filed within seventy-two week
44 day hours in the case of state offices, or within
45 forty-eight week day hours in the case of city or
46 town offices, succeeding five o’clock in the after-
-47 noon of the last day for filing withdrawals.
48 They shall be open to objections in the same
49 manner, so far as practicable, as other certificates
50 of nomination. No vacancy caused by with-
-51 drawal shall be filled before the withdrawal has
52 been filed.




