
SENATE .... No. 16

To accompany the petition of Elliot H. Paul for legislation to pro-
tect the public morals without jeopardizing education or amusement
(Legal Affairs.)

In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Thirty.

An Act to raise the Standard of Censorship and
of Culture in the Commonwealth.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Repre-
sentatives in General Court assembled, and by the
authority of the same, as follows:

1 Section 1. Any person acting as censor of
2 either books, plays, pictures, music or dancing
3 for the commonwealth, or any county, city or
4 town thereof, shall first pass a civil service ex-
-5 amination including the standard Binet intelli-
-6 gence test for mentality of eighteen years, gen-
-7 eral information and language tests similar to
8 those required for employees of the Boston pub-
-9 lie library, and shall submit to the state depart-

-10 ment of health satisfactory evidence of normal
11 sex experience.

1 Section 2. In cases where the author or
2 publisher of a book which is alleged to be unlaw-
-3 ful or indecent resides in the commonwealth,
4 either or both of them shall be prosecuted and
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5 in such case no book-seller, proprietor or em-
-6 ployee of a book store shall be prosecuted.

1 Section 3. Whenever any book shall be held
2 by a court to be unlawful or indecent, it shall be
3 the duty of the attorney general to take steps to
4 have its publisher prosecuted for improper use
sof the United States mails. If subsequently a
6 federal court decides the book may be sent
7 through the mails it shall be allowed to be sold
8 within the commonwealth.

1 Section 4. If any word or group of words is
2 held by a court to be indecent in any one book,
3 all other books containing said word or group
4 of words shall also be suppressed without further
5 process of law.

1 Section 5. Any acts or parts of acts incon-
-2 sistent with the above provisions are hereby
3 repealed.






