
SENATE . . . . No. 41

To accompany the petition of Caspar G. Bacon for legislation
relative to the submission of certain questions to the voters in towns
divided into voting precincts. Towns.

In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Thirty.

An Act relative to the Submission of Certain Ques-
tions to the Voters in Towns divided into Voting-
Precincts.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Repre-
sentatives in General Court assembled, and by the
authority of the same, as follows:

1 Section 1. Section twenty of chapter thirty-
-2 nine of the General Laws is hereby amended by
3 striking out the word “and” in the third line and
4 inserting in place thereof a comma, by inserting
5 after the word “thirty-eight” in the fifth line the
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6 words: , and for voting on such other questions
7 as may be submitted to precinct voting under
8 section twenty A, —by striking out the word
9 “and” in the twelfth line, and by inserting

10 after the word “thirty-eight” in the fourteenth
11 and fifteenth lines the following: , and the sub-
-12 mission of questions to the voters as provided in
13 section twenty A, —so as to read as follows:
14 Section 20. Towns divided into voting precincts
15 may, for their annual town election, establish
16 precinct voting for all town officers to be chosen
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17 thereat, for voting on the question of granting
18 licenses for the sale of certain non-intoxicating
19 beverages, as defined in section one of chapter one
20 hundred and thirty-eight, and for voting on such
21 other questions as may be submitted to precinct
22 voting under section twenty A, by accepting this
23 section at a meeting held fourteen days at least
24 before the annual town meeting. The acceptance
25 of this section or corresponding provisions of
26 earlier laws may be revoked by the town at a
27 meeting held thirty days at least before the annual
28 town meeting; and if so revoked this section shall
29 cease to be in force therein. In towns in which
30 this section or corresponding provisions of earlier
31 laws are in force, all matters to be considered at
32 the annual town meeting, other than the election
33 of town officers, the question of granting licenses
34 for the sale of certain non-intoxicating beverages,
35 as defined in section one of chapter one hundred
36 and thirty-eight, and the submission of questions
37 to the voters as provided in section twenty A,
38 shall be in order only at a town meeting held
39 within thirty days after the date of the annual
40 election, and not later than April thirtieth. The
41 time and place of holding such subsequent meet-
-42 ing shall be stated in the warrant for the annual
43 election, and said election, subsequent meeting
44 and its adjournments shall be regarded as parts
45 of the annual town meeting. The election of a

46 moderator, except in towns where moderators are

47 elected for the term of one year, shall be the first
48 business in order at said subsequent meeting.
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49 Towns by vote or by-law may authorize voting
50 by precincts at special elections of town officers.

1 Section 2. Said chapter thirty-nine is hereby
2 amended by inserting after section twenty the
3 following new section:
4 Section 20A. If the warrant for the annual
5 town meeting in any town divided into voting
6 precincts contains an article providing for a vote
7 of the town on the question of accepting the pro-
-8 visions of any general or special law, or if the
9 selectmen are petitioned to submit to the voters

10 of the town a question requiring a vote of the
11 town under Article II of the amendments to the
12 constitution of the commonwealth, as amended
13 by Article LXX of said amendments, the select-
-14 men may, and shall upon petition of not less than
15 per cent of the legal voters of the
16 town filed not less than days prior
17 to the day appointed for the annual election of
18 town officers, place upon the official ballot to be
19 used for said election the question of accepting
20 said provisions.

1 Section 3. Section twenty-three of said chap-
-2 ter thirty-nine is hereby amended by striking out,
3 in the third line, the word “and” and inserting in
4 place thereof a comma, and by inserting after
5 the word “thirty-eight” in the fifth line the
6 words; , and the vote on questions submitted
7 to the voters under section twenty A, so as to
8 read as follows: - Section 23. A town which
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accepts this section or has accepted corresponding
provisions of earlier laws may provide that the
election of town officers, the vote on the question
of granting licenses for the sale of certain non-
intoxicating beverages, as defined in section one
of chapter one hundred and thirty-eight, and the
vote on questions submitted to the voters under
section twenty A, shall take place at any time
within seven days before or after the annual
meeting held for the transaction of other business.
The time and place of holding such election and
vote shall be stated in the warrant for the annual
town meeting and such election and vote shall
be deemed parts of the annual town meeting.
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