
No. 66SENATE
To accompany the petition of Benjamin F. Thornburg for legisla-

tionrelative to the filing of interrogatories in civil actions. Judiciary
(Joint).

In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Thirty.

An Act relative to the Filing of Interrogatories in
Civil Actions.

Be it enacted by the Senate and Rouse of Repre-
sentatives in General Court assembled, and by the
authority of the same, as follows:

1 Chapter two hundred and thirty-one of the
2 General Laws, as amended in section sixty-three
3 by chapter three hundred and fourteen of the
4 acts of nineteen hundred and twenty-two, is
5 hereby further amended by striking out said
6 section sixty-three and inserting in place thereof
7 the following: —■

8 Section 63. Interrogatories shall be filed in
9 the clerk’s office and notice of such filing, with

10 a copy of the interrogatories, shall be sent by
11 the party interrogating to the party interro-
-12 gated, or to his attorney of record. The answers
13 shall be filed in the clerk’s office within ten days
14 and notice of such filing with a copy of the
15 answers shall be sent to the party interrogating
16 or his attorney of record. If within ten days
17 after the filing of the interrogatories in any
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18 court, the party interrogated does not answer
19 the interrogatories, the clerk of the court in
20 which the interrogatories have been filed, shall
21 upon the filing of an affidavit by the person
22 interrogating or his attorney of record setting
23 forth the date of the filing of said interrogatories,
24 that notice was given at the time of the filing of
25 said interrogatories, with a copy of the inter-
-26 rogatories, and that they have remained un-

-27 answered for ten days, give notice in writing
28 to the person interrogated or his attorney, that
29 if the answers are not filed within fifteen days,
30 from the date of said clerk’s notice either a
31 default or non-suit, as the case may require
32 shall be entered. If the answers shall not be
33 filed within the fifteen days, or the answers shall
34 not be filed within the time fixed by the court
35 as hereinafter provided, the clerk shall then
36 enter upon the dockets of said case a non-suit
37 or default as the case may require. If the party
38 interrogated desires further time or objects to

39 answering one or more of the interrogatories,
40 the court may, upon motion filed at any time
41 within the fifteen days, extend the time or order
42 the party interrogated to answer such of the
43 interrogatories as it finds proper, within such
44 time as it may fix; but no party interro-

-45 gated shall be obliged to answer a question or

46 produce a document tending to criminate him
47 or to disclose his title to any property the title
48 whereof is not material to an issue in the pro-
49 ceeding in the course of which he is interro-
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50 gated, nor to disclose the names of witnesses,
51 except that the court may compel the party
52 interrogated to disclose the names of witnesses
53 and their addresses if justice seems to require it,
54 upon such terms and conditions as the court
55 deems expedient. A party shall not interrogate
56 an adverse party more than once unless the court
57 otherwise orders.




