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To accompany the petition of Frederick H. Payne and others for
legislation to provide for more effective action in relation to the ex-
termination of mosquitoes. Agriculture.

In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Thirty,

An Act providing More Effective Action in Relation
to the Eradication of mosquitoes.

Be it enacted hy the Senate and House of Repre-
sentatives in General Court assembled, and hy the
authority of the same, as follows:

1 Chapter two hundred and fifty-two of the
2 General Laws is hereby amended by striking
3 out section four A, inserted by section two of
4 chapter two hundred and eighty-eight of the
5 acts of nineteen hundred and twenty-nine, and
6 inserting in place thereof the following: —•

7 Section The commonwealth, acting
8 through one or more state departments, or
9 through the metropolitan district commission

10 in respect to the metropolitan parks or water
11 district or either metropolitan sewerage dis-
-12 trict, and any county, city, town or district,
13 or any combination thereof, to the extent of
14 their ownership of any area described in sec-

-15 tion one, may be parties, in their proprietary
16 capacity, to proceedings under sections one to
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fourteen C. inclusive, in respect to any purpose
set forth in said section one, to the same extent
as individual proprietors. Said bodies politic,
or any combination thereof, may also institute
proceedings under said sections in their govern-
mental capacity, in any case where it appears
that the public health, safety or convenience
will be promoted by improvements to effect
any of said purposes, but in such proceedings
no district shall be organized, and the improve-
ments shall be constructed and maintained as
provided in section five A. The petition and
action thereon in such a proceeding need cover
only matters pertinent to the project therein
set forth, and the provisions of section five
requiring that the petitioners constitute a ma-
jority ownership of the lands affected shall not
apply to such petition. Individuals and cor-
porations may join in any petition authorized
in this section. Action by any such body politic
hereunder shall be taken by the administrative
head of the state department or commission,
or by the county commissioners, mayor, se-
lectmen or prudential committee or other govern-
ing body, as the case may be. Notice of the
hearing before said board on such a petition
shall be given as provided in the first para-
graph of section five to all petitioners and to
the administrative heads of such state depart-
ments and commissions, county commissioners,
mayors of such cities, selectmen of such towns,
and the prudential committees or other govern-
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49 ing bodies of such districts, and to such indi-
-50 viduals and corporations, as the said board
51 may determine, and to all other known proprie-
-52 tors of lands to be affected by such improve-
-53 ments. When the board determines that there
54 is an area of mosquito infestation in any county,
55 and when two thirds of the cities and towns in
56 such infested area have petitioned as aforesaid
57 in their governmental capacity for the eradi-
-58 cation of mosquitoes, the board shall thereupon
59 notify the county commissioners of said county
60 and said county commissioners shall thereupon
61 file a petition for the eradication of mosquitoes
62 therein on behalf of all the cities and towns in
63 said infested area. With the approval of the
64 county commissioners, the county treasurer
65 shall borrow from time to time, on the credit
66 of the county, such sums as the board may
67 determine necessary to meet the estimated
68 expense of accomplishing the purposes of said
69 petition, and shall issue the notes of the county
70 therefor. Such notes shall be signed by the
71 county treasurer, countersigned by a majority
72 of the county commissioners, shall be nego-
-73 tiable, shall bear such rate of interest as the
74 county treasurer, with the approval of the
75 county commissioners, may fix and shall be
76 paid from the proceeds of the assessment pro-
-77 vided for in this section. The proceeds of such
78 notes shall be deposited with the state treas-
-79 urer, to be expended by order of the board.
80 The amounts necessary to meet payments of
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principal and interest thereon shall be assessed
upon the cities and towns of the county in such
infested areas in addition to their respective
quotas of county taxes assessed under section
thirty-one of chapter thirty-five. A city or town
paying an assessment hereunder shall be reim-
bursed by the commonwealth to the extent of one
half thereof, but such reimbursement to any
city or town shall not exceed, in any one year,
the sum of fifteen hundred dollars. Claims
for such reimbursement shall be certified by
the county commissioners and filed with the
comptroller. Counties, cities, towns and dis-
tricts are hereby authorized to raise and ap-
propriate money for such purposes.
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