
SENATE 111
To accompany the petition of Charles W. Faulkner that the

Department of Public Works be authorized to establish zone speed
limits for motor vehicles throughout the Commonwealth. Highways
and Motor Vehicles.

In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Thirty.

An Act authorizing the Department of Public Works
to establish Zone Speed Limits for Motor Vehicles
throughout the Commonwealth.
Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Repre-

sentatives in General Court assembled, and by the
authority of the same, as follows:

1 Section two of chapter eighty-five of the Gen-
-2 era! Laws, as amended by section three of chapter
3 three hundred and fifty-seven of the acts of nine-
-4 teen hundred and twenty-eight, is hereby further
5 amended by inserting after the word “highways”
6 in the twenty-third line the words: , to estab-
-7 lish zone speed limits at which motor vehicles
8 may be operated on public ways not exceeding
9 twenty miles an hour in a thickly settled or
10 business district, and not exceeding forty-five
11 miles an hour in such other districts or zones as
12 the department may determine, and by strik-
-13 ing out, in the twenty-eighth to the thirtieth
14 lines, inclusive, the following “; provided, that
lo nothing in this section shall be construed to give
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16 said department the power to regulate the speed

at which motor vehicles may be operated on
such public ways”, so as to read as follows:
Section 2. The department of public works,
in this chapter called the department, shall
erect and maintain on state highways and on
ways leading thereto, and on all main high-
ways between cities and towns, such direction
signs, warning signs or lights, curb, street or
other traffic markings, mechanical traffic signal
systems and similar devices as it may deem
necessary for promoting the public safety and
convenience. No such signs, lights, markings,
signal systems or devices shall be erected or
maintained on any state highway by any au-
thority other than said department except with
its written approval as to location, shape, size and
color thereof and except during such time as said
approval is in effect. No rule, regulation, order,
ordinance or by-law of a city or town hereafter
made or promulgated relative to or in connection
with such signs, lights, markings, signal systems or
devices on any way within its control shall take
effect until approved in writing by said department
or be effective after said approval is revoked. Said
department, after a public hearing and with the
approval of the governor and council, may from
time to time make, alter, rescind or add to rules
and regulations to direct, govern and restrict
the movement of vehicles on all state highways,
to establish zone speed limits at which motor
vehicles may be operated on public ways not
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48 exceeding twenty miles an hour in a thickly
49 settled or business district, and not exceeding
50 forty-five miles an hour in such other districts
51 or zones as the department may determine, and
52 to carry out the purposes of section nine of chap-
-53 ter eighty-nine on highways, including state
54 highways, which are designated thereunder by
55 said department as through ways, with penalties
56 for the violation thereof not exceeding twenty
57 dollars for each offence. The superior court shall
58 have jurisdiction in equity to enforce the pro-
-59 visions of this and the preceding section and any
60 rule or regulation made thereunder or to enjoin
61 the violation thereof. Said department may,
62 after notice, revoke any approval granted under
63 this section.




