
SENATE 179

To accompany the petition of John P. Buckley for legislation to
authorize the employment of stenographers at inquests. Joint
Judiciary.

In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Thirty.

An Act authorizing the Employment of Stenog-
raphers at Inquests.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Repre-
sentatives in General Court assembled, and by the
authority of the same, as follows:

1 Section eight of chapter thirty-eight of the
2 General Laws is hereby amended by inserting
3 after the word “excluded” in the second line the
4 following: Such court or justice may appoint
5 a stenographer to attend at such inquest, who
6 shall be sworn, and who shall take stenographic
7 notes of such testimony given at such inquest as
8 such court or justice may direct, and shall
9 provide it or him with a transcript fully written

10 out of such part of said notes as it or he requires.
11 The reasonable compensation of such stenog-
-12 rapher and the expense of such stenographic
13 service shall be paid by the county, so as to
14 read as follows: Section 8. The court or trial
15 justice shall thereupon hold an inquest, from
16 which all persons not required by law to attend
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may be excluded. Such court or justice may
appoint a stenographer to attend at such inquest,
who shall be sworn, and who shall take steno-
graphic notes of such testimony given at such
inquest as such court or justice may direct, and
shall provide it or him with a transcript fully
written out of such part of said notes as it or he
requires. The reasonable compensation of such
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stenographer and the expense of such steno-
graphic service shall be paid by the county.
The district attorney, or any person designated
by him, may attend the inquest and examine the
witnesses, who may be kept separate, so that
they cannot converse with each other until they
have been examined. Within sixty days after
any case of death by accident upon a railroad,
electric railroad, street railway or railroad for
private use an inquest shall be held, and the
court or justice shall give seasonable notice of
the time and place thereof to the department of
public utilities. Within a like period after any
case of death in which a motor vehicle is involved,
an inquest shall be held, and the court or justice
shall give seasonable notice of the time and
place thereof to the department of public works.
The attorney general or the district attorney
may, notwithstanding the medical examiner’s
report that a death was not caused by the act or
negligence of another, direct an inquest to be
held, and likewise in case of death by any
casualty.
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