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To accompany the petition of John P. Buckley that the city of
Boston be authorized to fix its tax limit. Municipal Finance.

In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Thirty.

An Act authorizing the City of Boston to fix its Tax
Limit.

Be it enacted by the Senate and. House of Repre-
sentatives in General Court assembled, and by the
authority of the same, as follows:

1 Section 1. Section twenty-nine of chapter
2 forty-four of the General Laws is hereby amended
3 by striking out, in the third line, the words “in
4 cities other than” and inserting in place thereof
5 the words;

,
or as established in, - so as to

6 read as follows: Section 29. The tax limit
7 heretofore established by ordinance under sec-
-8 tion nineteen of chapter seven hundred and nine-
-9 teen of the acts of nineteen hundred and thirteen,

10 or as established in Boston, shall have the force
11 of law until it is annulled or modified by the
12 action of the city council or other governing
13 body. The mayor, or in cities having a com-
-14 mission form of government the commissioner
15 or director of finance, may request a change in
16 the tax limit as then existing or the fixing of a
17 limit; and when such request is submitted in
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18 writing to the city council, it shall immediately
19 order a public hearing to be held not less than
20 seven days thereafter relative to the fixing of a
21 tax limit, and after such hearing the council may,
22 between January first and May first only, by
23 ordinance passed by a two thirds vote, fix a
24 limit or abolish a limit previously established,
25 and such ordinance shall remain in force until
26 further modified, as above provided.

1 Section 2. Within thirty days after the ef-
-2 fective date of this act the city council of the city
3 of Boston shall give a public hearing in regard
4 to establishing a tax limit for said city. The
5 time and place of holding such hearing shall be
6 duly advertised, and, after the hearing, said city
7 may provide by ordinance that the taxes assessed
8 on property therein, exclusive of the state tax
9 and other amounts assessed upon the city by the

10 commonwealth, the county tax and sums re-
-11 quired by law to be raised on account of the city
12 debt, shall not in any year succeeding the adop-
-13 tion of such ordinance exceed an amount specified
14 in the ordinance on every one thousand dollars
15 of the average of the assessors’ valuation of the
16 taxable property therein for the preceding three
17 years, such valuation being first reduced by the
18 amount of all abatements allowed thereon pre-
-19 vious to the thirty-first day of December in the
20 year preceding said assessment.






