
Senate, March 11, 1930.

The committee on Legal Affairs, to whom were referred
the petition (with accompanying bill, House, No. 524) of
the Department of the Massachusetts, The American
Legion relative to the charge for furnishing certain pro-
bate records to the United States Veterans’ Bureau; the
petition (with accompanying bill, House, No. 525) of
the Department of Massachusetts, The American Legion
relative to notice to the United States Veterans’ Bureau
of certain petitions for appointment as conservator; the
petition (with accompanying bill, House, No. 526) of
the Department of Massachusetts, The American Legion
relative to notices of petitions for guardianship of insane
wards to the United States Veterans’ Bureau in certain
cases; the petition (with accompanying bill, House, No.
527) of the Department of Massachusetts, The American
Legion relative to notice of accounts of guardians of in-
sane persons in cases where wards are entitled to benefit
or income from the United States Veterans’ Bureau; the
petition (with accompanying bill, House, No. 528) of the
Department of Massachusetts, The American Legion
relative to notice of appointment as guardian of certain
minors to the United States Veterans’ Bureau; and the
petition (with accompanying bill, House, No. 530) of the
Department of Massachusetts, The American Legion that
guardians and conservators be required to place their
surety bonds with surety companies in certain cases,
report the accompanying Bill (Senate, No. 320).

For the committee,

FRANK HURLEY.
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In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Thirty.

An Act regulating the Proceedings of Probate Courts
and defining Certain Duties of Such Courts and of
the Registers thereof relative to Minors and Other
Incompetent Beneficiaries of the United States
Veterans’ Bureau.
Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Repre-

sentatives in General Court assembled, and by the
authority of the same, as follows:

1 Section 1. Section two of chapter two hun-
-2 dred and one of the General Laws is hereby
3 amended by striking out, in the fifth line, the
4 words special commissioner” and by adding at
5 the end the following sentence: In the matter
6 of said appointment and all subsequent proceed-
-7 ings relating thereto the United States veterans’
8 bureau or its successor shall be deemed to be a
9 party in interest and shall receive such notice as

10 the court may order, if the proposed ward is en-
-11 titled to any benefit, estate or income paid or
12 payable by or through said bureau or its suc-

-13 cessor, —so as to read as follows: Section 2.
14 If a minor is under fourteen the probate court
15 may nominate and appoint his guardian. If he
16 is above that age he may nominate his own
17 guardian, who, if approved by the court, shall
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18 be appointed accordingly. Such nomination may
19 be made before a justice of the peace, notary
20 public or city or town clerk within the common-
-21 wealth who shall certify the fact to the probate
22 court. If the person nominated is not approved
23 by the court, or if the minor resides out of the
24 commonwealth, or if the minor after being cited
25 neglects to nominate a suitable person, the court
26 may nominate and appoint his guardian in the
27 same manner as if he were under fourteen. If
28 the minor is a married woman no guardian shall
29 be appointed without such notice to her husband
30 as the court may order. In the matter of said
31 appointment and all subsequent proceedings re-
-32 lating thereto the United States veterans’ bureau
33 or its successor shall be deemed to be a party in
34 interest and shall receive such notice as the court
35 may order, if the proposed ward is entitled to any
36 benefit, estate or income paid or payable by or
37 through said bureau or its successor.

1 Section 2. Said chapter two hundred and
2 one is hereby amended by striking out section
3 seven and inserting in place thereof the follow-
-4 ing;
5 Section 7. Upon such petition the court shall
6 cause not less than seven days’ notice of the time
7 and place appointed for the hearing to be given
8 to the alleged insane person, to the department
9 of mental diseases, and, if the alleged insane per-

-10 son is entitled to any benefit, estate or income
11 paid or payable by or through the United States
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12 veterans’ bureau or its successor, to said bureau
13 or its successor, except that the court may, for
14 cause shown, direct that a shorter notice be given.
15 No appointment shall be made without such
16 notice to the heirs apparent or presumptive of
17 the alleged insane person, including the husband
18 or wife, if any, as the court may order. In the
19 matter of said petition and all subsequent pro-

-20 ceedings relating thereto said bureau or its suc-
-21 cessor shall be deemed to be a party in interest if
22 the alleged insane person is entitled to any benefit,
23 estate or income paid or payable by or through
24 said bureau or its successor.

1 Section 3. Section seventeen of said chapter
2 two hundred and one is hereby amended by in-
-3 serting after the word “any” in the seventh line
4 the following: and if such person is entitled
5 to any benefit, estate or income paid or payable
6 by or through the United States veterans’ bureau
7 or its successor, to said bureau or its successor,
8 —and by adding at the end the following; -

9
,

except to said bureau or its successor if such
10 person is entitled to any benefit, estate or in-
-11 come paid or payable by or through said bureau
12 or its successor, so as to read as follows:
13 Section 17. Upon the filing of such petition the
14 court shall appoint a time and place for a hear-
-15 ing, and shall cause not less than seven days’
16 notice thereof to be given to the person for whom
17 a conservator is to be appointed, except that the
18 court may, for cause shown, direct that a shorter
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19 notice be given. No appointment shall be made
20 without such notice to the heirs apparent or pre-
-21 sumptive of such person, including the husband
22 or wife, if any, and if such person is entitled to
23 any benefit, estate or income paid or payable by
24 or through the United States veterans’ bureau
25 or its successor, to said bureau or its successor,
26 as the court may order. If the person for whose
27 property the conservator is to be appointed is
28 himself the petitioner or assents in writing to
29 the petition, no notice shall be required, except
30 to said bureau or its successor if such person is
31 entitled to any benefit, estate or income paid or
32 payable by or through said bureau or its suc-
33 cessor.

1 Section 4. Section nine of chapter two hun-
-2 dred and five of the General Laws is hereby
3 amended by adding at the end the following:
4 and that, if the property of a person under
5 guardianship or conservatorship exceeds five hun-
-6 dred dollars, the surety on the bond of the
7 guardian or conservator shall be such a company,
8 —soas to read as follows: Section 9. Sureties
9 on probate bonds shall be inhabitants of the

10 commonwealth, and satisfactory to the judge or
11 register; except that companies permitted by
12 section one hundred and five of chapter one
13 hundred and seventy-five to act as sureties may
14 be accepted in accordance with the provisions
15 thereof and that, if the property of a person
16 under guardianship or conservatorship exceeds
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17 five hundred dollars, the surety on the bond of
18 the guardian or conservator shall be such a
19 company.

1 Section 5. Section seven of chapter two hun-
-2 dred and six of the General Laws is hereby
3 amended by adding at the end the following
4 sentence;-—No account of a guardian of an
5 insane person or of a conservator shall be allowed
6 without such notice as the court may order to
7 the United States veterans’ bureau or its suc-
-8 cessor if the ward is entitled to any benefit, estate
9 or income paid or payable by or through said

10 bureau or its successor.

1 Section 6. Section fifty-one of chapter two
2 hundred and fifteen of the General Laws is
3 hereby amended by adding at the end the follow-
-4 ing sentence: —He shall also, upon demand,
5 make without charge and deliver to the United
6 States veterans’ bureau or its successor a certified
7 copy of any record in his custody.

1 Section 7. Section forty of chapter two hun-
-2 dred and sixty-two of the General Laws, as
3 amended by section two of chapter three hun-
-4 dred and sixty-three of the acts of nineteen
5 hundred and twenty-six, is hereby further
6 amended by inserting after the word “cents”
7 in the twenty-first line the words: , except as
8 otherwise provided by law, so as to read as
9 follows; Section Jfi. The fees of registers of
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10 probate and insolvency, payable in advance by
11 the petitioner or libellant, shall be as follows: —-

12 For the entry of a libel for divorce or for affirm-
-13 ing or annulling marriage, five dollars.
14 For the entry of a petition for the probate of
15 a will, for administration on the estate of a per-
-16 son deceased intestate, of a petition under sec-
-17 tion thirty-five or thirty-six of chapter two
18 hundred and nine by a husband or wife for
19 authority to convey land as if sole, of a petition
20 for partition, of a petition for change of name,
21 of a petition for leave to carry on the business
22 of the deceased, and for filing a representation
23 of insolvency, and, except when the petition is
24 certified by the register or assistant register to
25 be incidental to proceedings already pending in
26 the same county, for the entry of a petition for
27 the appointment of a special administrator, con-
-28 servator, trustee, receiver of the estate of an
29 absentee, or of a guardian except when the peti-
-30 tioner certifies that the ward’s estate does not
31 exceed one hundred dollars, three dollars.
32 For each certificate issued by the register, fifty
33 cents, except as otherwise provided by law.
34 For copies of records or other papers in the
35 charge of said registers at the rate of forty cents
36 a page, except as otherwise provided by law.




